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The copies of this pamphlet tvhieh are furnished to 
city, town and other officers are for their official use, 
and should be carefully preserved by them and trans- 
mitted to their successors in office so long as the laws 
contained in the pamphlet remain in force. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



CONTENTS. 



Put I. 



General ProTiuons 1-11 

QuEtlifications of Voters ......... 12-14 

Assessment of Foil Taxes and Lists of FersoDS Assessed .... 15-23 

Registrars of Voters 24-34 

Registration of Voters 35-59 

Voting Lists 60-63 

Listing and Registration of Voters in Boston 69-87 

Part n. 

Political Committees . . . . , 88-92 

Proviriona applying to All PrimarieH ....... 93-112 

ProvisionH applying to State Primaries ..,,... 113-127 

Provisions applyii^ to City and Town Primaries ..... 128-137 

Provisions appljing to Presidential Primaries ..... 1S8-142 

Provisions applying to All Caucuses of Political Parties .... 148-151 

Provisions applying to Caucuses of Political Parties at which Official 

Ballots are not Used . . .■ 152-165 

Provisions applying to Caucuaea of Political Parties at which Offidal 

Ballots are Used 156-18S 

Provisions applying to Caucuses Other than those of Political Parties . 186-189 

Nomination of Candidates ......... 190-210 

State Ballot Law Commission 211-215 

Put in. 

Wards and Voting Precincts ........ 216-225 

Election Officers 226-240 

Voting Places 241-242 

Ballot Boxes, Voting Machines, Countii^ Apparatus and Blanks . . 243-256 

Preparation and Form of Ballots 267-264 

Information to Voters ......... 265-273 

Delivery of Ballots, Etc 274-276 

Calling of Elections 277-279 

Conduct of Elections 280-290 

Manner of Votmg 291-300 

Counting of Votes 301-306 

Records and Certificates of Election 307-330 

Recounts of Votes 331-334 



561263 

DiBiiu.d, Google 



Part IT. 

BeeUou 

ues of Failure to Elect, and Vacancies in State Offices . 335-344 

residential Electors 346-346 

a 347-371 

ion Cases 372-378 

tcted at StaU Elecdons 379-392 

Pwt V. 

ng to Town Meetings 393-399 

I Officers 400-422 

aeee of Failure to Elect, and Vacancies in Town Offices . 423-431 

It which Official Ballots are Used .... 432-433 

Part VI. 

ifficers 434-450 

otere 451-456 

s 457-602 

r Statutes 503-504 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



LAWS 

BELAmia TO 

PEIMAEIES, CAUCUSES AM) ELECTIONS. 



Ch^tor 8U, AcU of 1918. 

An Act to codift the l\wb relative to peimaries, 

cauctj8e8 and elections. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

PART I. 
Oensral Frorialoiui. 

Section 1. Terms used in this act and in statutes c«tun i 
relative to primaries, caucuses or elections dmll be con- i^^ 
strued as foUows, unless other meaning is cleMy apparent j^i, uo, 
from language or context, or unless such construction is J"^' "*■ 
inconsistent with the manifest intent of the legislature: 

"Aldermen" shall include the boards or officials having 
the powers of aldermen in a city which does not have a 
board of aldermen. 

"Assessors" shall mean the assessors of taxes of a dty 
or town. 

"Caucus" shall apply to any public meeting of the voters 
of a precinct, ward, or town, held under the provisions of 
this act relating to caucuses. 

"Caucus officers" shall apply to chairmen, wardens, 
secretaries, clerks and inspectors, and, when on duty, to 
additional officers appointed or elected, or elected to fill 
a vacancy, and taking part in the conduct of caucuses. 

"City election" shall apply to any election held in a dty 
for the choice of a dty officer by the voters whether for 
a full term or for the filling of a vacancy. 

"City officer" shall apply to any person to be chosen by 
the voters at a dty election. 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

"Convention" shall apply only to a meeting of delegates 
duly chosen in primaries or caucuses, representing two or 
more subdivisions of the district for which the convention 
is held. 

"Election" shall apply to the taking of a vote upon a 
proposed amendment to the constitution; upon the ques- 
tion of granting licenses for the sale of intoxicating Uquors; 
and upon any other question by law submitted to the voters. 

"Election officer" shall apply to wardens, derks, inspeo- 
toTs and ballot clerks, and to their deputies when on duty, 
and also to selectmen, town clerks, moderators and tellers 
when taking part in the conduct of elections. 

" Elective office " sbtdl apply to any office to be filled by 
the voters at any state, city or town election. 

"Munidpal party" shall apply to a party other than a 
political party which at the preceding city or town election 
polled for mayor or a selectman at least three per cent of 
the entire vote cast in the dty or town for that office or, 
in a city, which files with the dty derk, at least sixty days 
before ^e annual munidpal dection, a petition to be allowed 
to place nominations of such party on the offidal ballot, 
which petition is signed in person by a nmnber of registered 
voters of the dty equal to at least three per cent of the 
entire vote poll^ in the dty for mayor at the preceding 
election, and so far as munidpal elections are concerned, 
such a party shall also be deemed a political party within 
the meaning of this act; but the term "munidpal party" 
shall be used only with reference to primaries or caucuses 
for the nonunation of dty or town officers. 

"Offidal ballot" shall mean a ballot prepared for any 
primary, caucus or dection by public authority and at 
public expense. 

"Political committee", imder the provisions of tiiis act 
relative to corrupt practices, shall apply to every com- 
mittee or combination of three or more persons who shall 
fud or promote the success or defeat of a political party or 
prindple in a public election or shall aid or take part in the 
nomination, election or defeat of a candidate for public 
office. The term "Political committee" otherwise shall 
apply only to a committee dected in pursuance of this act. 

"Political convention" shall apply only to a convention 
c^ed and held in pursuance of this act. 

"Political party" shall apply to a party which at the 
preceding annual state dection polled for governor at least 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

three per cent of the entire vote cast in the commonwealth SaSd." 
for that office, but when a candidate for governor recaves 
two or more nominations for that office, "political party" 
shall for the purpose of determining the status of the parties 
making such nominations be defined as a political party 
which at the preceding primary held for the nominatioa 
of candidates for state offices nominated such candidate 
and polled for nomination for governor at least three per 
cent of the entire vote cast in said primary in the common- 
wealth for nomination for that office. 

"Foiling place" shall apply to a room or place provided 
by a dty or town for a primary, caucus or election. 

"Presiding officer" shall apply to the warden or chair- 
man at a caucus, to the warden, chairman of the selectmen, 
moderator, moderator pro tempore or town clerk in charge 
of a polhng place at a primary or election, or to a justice 
of the peace acting as moderator at a town meeting; or, 
in the absence of any such officer, to the deputy warden 
or the clerk or senior inspector or senior selectmen present 
who shall have charge of a polling place. 

"Primary" shall apply to a joint meeting of political 
or municipal parties held under the provisions of this act 
relating to primaries. 

"Primary officers" shall apply to all election officers 
when taking part in the conduct of primaries. 

"Registrars" shall mean the board of registrars of voters 
of a city or town or the board of election commissioners 
of the city of Boston, when appUcable. 

"State election" shall apply to any election held for the 
choice of a national, state, district or county officer by the 
voters, whether for a full term, or for the filhng of a vacancy. 

"State officer" shall apply to any person to be chosen 
at a state election. 

"Town election" shall apply to any meeting held for the 
election of town officers by tiie voters, whether for a full 
term or for the filling of a vacancy. 

"Town elections or meetings at which official ballots 
are used" shall be construed to mean town elections or 
meetings in towns to which section four hundred and thirty- 
two applies. 

"Town officer" shall apply to any person to be chosen 
at a town meeting. 

"Two leading political parties" shall apply to the political 
pairties which elect the highest and next highest number 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

of members of the general court at the preceding annuid 
state election. 

"Voter" shall mean a registered male voter. 

Section 2. In all elections of civil officers by the people, 
the person receiving the liigbest number of votes for an 
office shall be deemed and declared to be elected to such 
office; and if two or more persons are to be elected to the 
same office, the several persons, to the number to be chosen 
to such office, receiving the highest number of votes, shall 
be deemed and declared to be elected; but persons receiving 
the same number of votes shall not be deemed to be elected 
if thereby a greater number would be elected than are by 
law to be chosen. 

_^__^ Section 3. All elections in cities which by charter or 

wjTM8jte|. statute are to be held on a Monday, shall be held on the 
Tuesday next succeeding such Monday. 

Section 4. In computing the period of time prescribed 
in any statute relating to primaries, caucuses or elections, 
Sundays and holidays shall generally be included; but 
when the last day of such period falls on a Sunday or on a 
holiday, the succeeding day shall be considered the final 
day of such period; and when the first day of such period 
falls on a Sunday or on a holiday, the day preceding shall 
be considered the first day of the period. Whenever the 
day of tiie week designated for a primary, caucus or election 
falls upon a holiday, said primary, caucus or election shall 
be held on the day succeeding said holiday. 

Section 5. No person entitled to vote at an election 
shall, upon the day of any such election, be employed in 
any manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment 
during the period of two hours after the opening of the 
polls in the voting precinct, ward or town in which he is 
entitled to vote, if he shall make application for leave of 
absence during such period. 

Section 6. No common victualler having a license 
of the first, second or third class for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors and no person, other than a wholesale druggist, 
having a license therefor of the fourth or fifth class shall 
sell, ^ve away or deliver on the licensed premises any such 
liquors on the day on which a state, city or annual town 
election is held in the city or town in wWch such premises 
are situated; and no innkeeper having a license for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors shall, on the day of any such 
election, sell, give away or defiver in his inn any such liquors 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS. 9 

to other than persons who have resorted to his inn for food 
or lodging; but the provisions of this section shall not 
apply, in case of an election held in a city on a day other 
than that of the annual dty election th^ein, to wards in 
which no election is held. 

Section 7. All lists, notices and copies of laws relating pomat oi 
to primaries or elections, required by law to be posted, ^ "u™. 
shall be posted at the places in which the voting lists are ""■ •*'• > ^■ 
required by law to be posted, or as near as may be thereto. 

Section 8. All the powers and duties relating to primaries EiwtioD <»dt- 
or elections by law vested in and imposed upon the mayor s^JtoSl^!.!^ 
and aldermen or either of them, the city clerk or the hoard fi^.'sio^' s. 
of registrars of voters in cities, excepting the power and 
duty of giving notice of elections, and fixing the days and 
hours of holding the same, shall, in the city of Boston, be 
vested in and performed by the board of election commis- 
sioners of said dty, who shall be subject to all penalties 
prescribed for failure to perform the said duties. 

Section 9. The board of aldermen of a city, in Boston Buiot bow, 
the election commissioners, or the selectmen of a town SJ^'ii'SSl'""'' 
may make regulations not inconsistent with the provisions ""• ""• ' '■ 
of this act rdative to the use of ballot boxes and seals, 
counting and other apparatus, the receiving of ballots and 
the counting and returning of votes. 

Seciion 10.^ If, in a criminal prosecution for the viola- Raditniian, 
tion of any law relating to the assessment, qualification or d^A^'Upkr 
re^stration of voters, or to voting Hsts or ballots or matters SiSmiS™. 
pertaining thereto, the defendant rehes upon the invalidity, •""• ""■ • "■ 
informality or irregularity of such assessment, qualification 
or registration, or of such voting lists or ballots, or matters 
pertaining thereto, he shall prove such invalidity, irregular- 
ity or informality; and until such proof, the presumption 
shall be that sudi assessment, qualification or registration, 
or such voting lists or ballots or matters pert^ning thereto, 
are valid, formal and regular, and in accordance with law; 
but the vahdity, regularity or formality of such assessment, 
qualification or registration of voters, or of such voting 
lists or ballots, or matters pertaining thereto, may also be 
proved in any other legal manner. 

Section 11. If, in a criminal prosecution for the viola- primuy, 
tion of any law relating to primaries, caucuses or elections JE^o*^ t, 
or matters pertaining thereto, the defendant rdies upon the ^'"^"'.Jjr''" 
invalidity, irregularity or informality of any primary, cau- S««"t™. 
cus or election, or upon the failure or neglect of any officer ' '*'' ' 
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10 QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. 

or person to do any act in relation to any primary, caucus 
or election or matters pertaining thereto, he shall prove 
such invalidity, irregularity, informality, failure or neglect; 
and until such proof, the presumption shall be that such 
primary, caucus or election or matters pertaining thereto 
were valid, regular and formal and that such officer or 
person acted as prescribed by law. The testimony of the 
clerk of the city or town, or in Boston the election commis- 
sioners, wherein it is alleged that such election was held, 
or of the presiding officer, secretary or clerk of such primary 
or caucus, that such primary, caucus or election was actually 
held, shall be prima fade evidence that the same was regularly 
and duly hdd; but the validity, regularity or formality 
of such primary, caucus or election or matters pertaining 
thereto may also be proved in any other legal manner. 

Qualiflcati<mi of Voton. 
^^^»^ Section 12. Every male citizen of twenty-one years 
ixn, MO, t la. of age or upwards, not being a pauper or person under 
guardianship, who is able to read the constitution of the 
commonwealth in the English language and to write his 
name, and who has resided within the commonwealth one 
year and within the city or town in which he cimms a right 
to vote, six calendar months last preceding ^ state, city or 
town election, may have his name entered upon the list 
of voters in such city or town, and shall have the right to 
vote therein in any such election or in any meeting held for 
the transaction of town affairs upon complying with the 
requirements hereinafter set forth; and, except as above 
provided, no male person shall have his name entered upon 
c«rtain the hst of votcTS OT havc the right to vote, except that no 

CS^iSjatS. person who is prevented from reading or writing as aforeswd 
by a' physical disability, or who had the right to vote on the 
first day of May in the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, shall, if otherwise qualified, be deprived of the right 
to vote by reason of not being able so to read or write; and 
no person who, having served in the army or navy of the 
United States in the time of war, has been honorably dis- 
cha^ied from such service, if otherwise qualified to vote, 
shall be disqualified therefor on account of receiving or 
having received aid from any city or town; and further, 
no person, otherwise qualified to vote for national or state 
officers shall, by reason of a change of residence within the 
commonwealth, be disqualified from voting for such officers 
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ASSESSMENT OF POLL TAXES, ETC. 11 

in the city or town from which he has removed his residence 
until the expiration of six calendar months from the time 
of such removal. 

Section 13. Every female citizen having the qualifica- Qusiifioatioiu 
tions of a male voter required by the preceding section may ^SS^ 
have her name entered upon the list of voters for school "°^' ""■ '.'*■ 
committee, and shall have the right to vote for members 
of the school committee upon complying with the require- 
ments hereinafter set forth. 

Section 14. A person qualified to vote in a dty or town piu of 
divided into wards or voting precincts shall be registered S3^o^. 
and be entitled to vote in the ward or voting precinct in J{[^; JJ[]|| I*- 
which he resided on the first day of April preceding the 
election, or, if he became an inhabitant of such city or town 
after such first day of April, in the ward or voting precinct 
in which he first became a resident. 

Auessment of Poll Taxes and Lists of Persons Assesaod. 

SECnoN 15. The assessors, assistant assessors, or one Assegnnto 
or more of them, shall annually, in April or May, visit Stte'ilTiSiM 
every building in their respective cities and towns and, ^u'uv' 
after diligent inquiry, shall make true lists containing, as l^- 1^- j }'■ 
nearly as they can ascertain, the name, age, occupation and *«. H i- '■ ' 
residence, on the first day of April in the current year, and 
the residence on the first day of April in the preceding year, 
of every male person twenty years of age or upwards, residing 
in their respective cities and towns, liable to be assessed 
for a poll tax; and, except in Boston, shall inquire at the TomaketigtB 
residences of the women voters whose names are contained ^1^'" 
in the list transmitted to them by the registrars under the 
provisions of section forty-four whether such women voters 
are resident thereat, and shall thereupon make true lists of 
the women voters found by them. 

Any inmate of the Soldiers' Home in the city of Chelsea inmaMsof 
shall have the same right as any other resident of that city ^™ ^°™ 
to be assessed and to vote therein. tS^ "^ 

The assessors shall, upon the personal application of an chsiaea. 
assessed person for the correction of any error in their original mmot erro™ 
lists, and whenever informed of any such error, make due SSj^om'." 
investigation, and, upon proof thereof, correct the same on 
their books. Wlien informed of the omission of the name 
of a person who is averred to have lived in the city or town 
on the first day of April in the current year, and to have 
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ASSESSMENT OF POLL TAXES, ETC. 

been assessed there in the preceding year, they shall make 
due investigation, and, upon proof thereof, supply the 
omission on their books, and, except in Boston, give immedi- 
ate notice thaeof to t^e registrars of voters. They shall 
cause all applications, certificates and affidavits received 
by them under this section to be preserved for two years. 

Section 16. The assessors, except in Boston, shall from 
time to time, and before the fifteenth day of June in each 
year, transmit to the registrars of voters the lists made as 
provided in the preceding section, or certified copies thereof, 
and shall promptly transmit to the registrars and to the 
collector of taxes notice of every addition to and correction 
in the lists made by them. Every assessor, as^stant assessor 
and collector of taxes shall furnish all information in his 
possession necessary to aid the re^trars in the performance 
of their duties. 

Section 17. The assessors of cities, except in Boston, 
shall, on or before the fifteenth day of June in each year, 
and the assessors of towns having over five thousand inhabit- 
ants according to the latest census, state or national, shall, 
on or before the first day of July in each year, prepare street 
lists containing the names of all persons assessed by them 
tor poll taxes for the current year. Such lists for cities 
and for towns divided into voting precincts shall be arranged 
by voting precincts. They shall print such lists in pamphlet 
form, shall deliver to the registrars as many copies thereof 
as they may require, and shall hold the remaining copies 
for pubfic distribution. In all other towns they shall, on 
or before the first day of July in each year, cause lists of all 
persons assessed therein for poll taxes to be prepared and 
conspicuously posted m two or more pubfic places in every 
such town. In towns not divided into voting precincts 
such fists may be arranged alphabetically, according to the 
names of the persons on the list, or by streets. 

Section 18, Except in Boston, the assessors shall name 
or designate in such street lists all buildings used as resi- 
dences, in their order on the street where they are located, 
by giving the number or other definite description of each 
building so that it can be readily identified, and shall place 
opposite to or under each number or other description of 
a building the name, age and occupation of every person 
residing therein on the first day of April of the current year 
and assessed for a poll tax, and his residence on the first 
day of April of the preceding year. 
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ASSESSMENT OP POLL TAXES, ETC. 13 

Section 19. If a male pwrson resident in a dty or town, Aw«Mm«iit of 
except Boston, on the first day of April was not assessed for ^^^t^^lsiy 
a poll tax, he shall, in order to establish his right to assess- iSm^. i le. 
ment, present to the assessors before the close of registration '"*■ ♦*'■»'• 
a statement under oath that he was on sajd day a resident 
of such dty or town and liable to pay a poll tax therdn, 
and a Ibt under oath of his polls and estate and shall also 
produce before the assessors two witnesses, who shall testify, 
under oath, that they are voters of the ward or town in 
which such person desires to be registered and that the 
statement of the apphcant is true. 

A male person who becomes a resident of a city or town, cwWn 
except Boston, after the first day of April and desires to Mb^ntb- "* 
be registered as a voter shall present to the assessors a ^IS^nf* 
statement under oath that he has been a resident of such iSSJj^*,^. 
city or town for six months immediately preceding the 
election at wluch be daims the right to vote, and shaU pro- 
duce before the assessors two witnesses, who shall testify 
under oath that they are voters of the ward or town in which 
such person de^res to be registered and that the statement 
of the applicant -is true. If the assessors arc satisfied that 
such statement is true, they shall, in the first case, assess 
such applicant for his polls and estate and give him a certifi- 
cate of assessment, and in the second, give him a certificate 
that he has been a resident ia such dty or town the six 
months preceding such election, and forthwith notify the 
p^strars of voters of the dty or town, if in this common- 
wealth, where such person resided on the first of April, 
that they have given such certificate. 

Section 20. The assessors, except in Boston, shall ^^ *" 
enter the name and residence of each person thus assessed i«", sao, f 20. 
or certified in a book provided for that purpose, and opposite 
to each name, the names, occupations and residences of 
the persons who have testified as above provided. 

In every place where voters toe re^stered, the registrars, Copw* of 
in Boston the dection commissioners, and in every place tSmbim 



I, shall post in a conspicuous place a copy of sections 
four hundred and sixty and four hundred and sixty-two 
printed on white paper with black ink, in type not less than 
one quarter of an inch wide. 

Section 21. The assessors shall hold such day and such SB«ion»of 
evening sessions as shall be necessary to carry out the pro- wotTmo; i 11. 
vi^ons of the two preceding sections. 
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Section 22. All aasessmeDts made in accordance with 

section nineteen shall be subject to the provisions of section 

. seventy-four of chapter twdve of the Revised Laws and 

shall be entered in the tax list of the collector of taxes and 

be collected by him according to htw. 

Section 23. The city or town clerk or registrar of deaths 
in each city or town shall, on the first day of every month, 
and also two days before every election, transmit to the 
re^trars of voters a Ust of the names of all residents of 
such city or town of twenty-one years of age or upwards 
who died in the preceding month or since the date of the 
list previously transmitted, with a statement of the ward, 
street and number therein, if any, where such person resided 
at his death. The prison commissioners of Massachusetts, 
the penal institutions commissioner of Boston, the pauper 
institutions trustees of Boston, and the insane hospital 
trustees of Boston shall, ten days before every state election 
in Boston, transmit to the election commissioners of Boston 
the names of all male persons of twenty-one years of age 
or upwards who had a last known residence in Bostcm, and 
also ten days before every city election in that city, the names 
of all male and female persons of said age or upwards who 
had such residence and who, at said respective dates, are 
inmates of the institutions under their charge, respectively, 
except those whose terms of confinement expire before 
the date of such election. Such commissioners and trustees 
shall make diligent inquiry as to the age and residence of 
inmates of such institutions, and shall, in the case of those 
coming within the provisions of this section, transmit to 
the election commissioners the names and ages of such 
persons and their residences by street and number, wherever 
it is possible to do so. The election conunissioners shall 
thereupon make a memorandum in red ink opposite the 
names of such of said persons as appear upon the voting 
lists, stating the institutions in which such persons are then 
confined, and copies of the voting lists containing such 
memoranda shall forthwith be sent by them to the election 
officers. 

BeglBtrani of Vot«n. 

Section 24, In every dty, except Boston, which, by 

vote of the city council, approved by the mayor, accepts 

the provisions of this section, or which has accepted the 

corresponding provisions of earlier laws, or which is now 
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subject to similar provisions of law, there shall be a board 

of repstrars of voters consisting of four persons who shall 

be appointed by the mayor with the approval of the board 

of aldermen. When a board of registrars is first appointed 

after the acceptance of the provisions aforesaid, two registrars 

shall be appointed in February or March next succeeding 

such acceptance for terms respectively of three and four 

years, beginning with the first day of April next ensuing, 

The city clerk of such city shall cease to be a member of the oty dwk u> 

board of regbtrars on such first day of April, but the remain- ^^ba, »ia. 

ing two members of the existing board of registrars of such 

city whose terms do not then expire shall continue to hold 

office for thrar respective terms of one and two years. In 

every year succeeding such first appointments, the mayor 

shall, in February or March, subject to the alpproval of 

the board of aldermen, appoint one person to be a registrar 

of voters for the term of four years, beginning with the 

first day of April next ensuing. The board of registrars cierk to b* 

so constituted shall annually in April before transacting '^'*^- 

any other business, elect one of its members as clerk, who 

shall perform all the duties required by law of a city clerk 

when acting as clerk of the board of registrars. 

Section 25. In every city except Boston which has not RegistraniD 
accepted the provisions of the preceding section or of corte- ^d lowm. 
spondmg provisions of earlier laws, and is not now subject ^T^'^^, 
to similar provisions of law, and in every town having three ^, ^^ ■ jj. 
hundred voters, as provided in the following section, there ^- **"■»*• 
shall be a board of registrars of voters consisting of the city 
or town clerk and three other persons who shall, in a city, 
be appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the alder- 
men, and in a town, by a writing signed by the selectmen 
and filed with the town clerk. When a board of registrars 
b first appointed, the registrars shall be appointed in February 
or March for terms respectively of one, two and three years, 
be^nning with the first day of April next ensuing. In 
February or March in every year succeeding the original 
appointment, one registrar shall be appointed for the term 
of three years, be^nning with the first day of April next 
ensuing. 

Section 26. In every town having less than three hun- itaiiatran ib 
dred voters registered therein for the annual state election, i^^7i*i«. 
the selectmen and the town clerk shall constitute a board '•"• ""■ ' '• 
of registrars of voters; but when three hundred voters shall 
be so registered, a board of registrars shall, in the succeeding 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



16 REGISTRARS OF VOTERS. 

year be appointed, as provided in the preceding section, 

and shall continue to perform the duties of registration 

therein until, for three successive years, the number of 

voters shall be less than three hundred, whereupon, on the 

first day of April following the annual state election in such 

third year, such board shall cease to exist and thereafter 

the selectmen and town clerk shall constitute a board of 

registrars of voters. 

^^gj^;^ Section 27. In the original and in each succeeding 

imt'Sw i !7 appointment and in the filling of vacancies, registrars of 

voters shall be so appointed that the members of the board 

shall, as equally as may be, represent the two leading political 

parties at the preceding annual state elect on, and in no case 

shall an appointment be so made as to cause a board to 

consist of more than two members who, including the city 

or town clerk, are of the same political party. 

Equ^"i»e- Section 28. If, upon written complaint to the mayor 

prworved. OF to the scIcctmcn, it shall appear, after notice and hearing, 

' ' ■ that the city or town clerk, when a member of the board 

of registrars, and two repstrars are of the same political 

party, the mayor or selectmen, as the case may be, shall 

remove from office the one of such two registrars having the 

shorter term. If, upon like proceedings, it shall appear, 

after notice and hearing, that a registrar of voters, other 

than the city or town clerk, has ceased to act with the political 

party which he was appointed to represent, the mayor or 

selectmen, as the case may be, shall remove him from oflSce. 

TempOTMy SECTION 29. If a member of the board of registrars 

1W7, iw, I ». shall be disabled by illness or other cause from performing 

the duties of his office, or shall, at the time of any meeting 

of said board, be absent from the city or town, ^e mayor 

or selectmen may, upon the request in writing of a majority 

of the remaining members of the board, appoint in writing 

some person to fill such temporary vacancy, who shall be 

of the same political party as the member whose position 

he is appointed to fill. Such temporary registrar shall 

perform tiie duties and be subject to the requirements and 

penalties provided by law for a registrar of voters. 

^jgi^^^ Section 30, The registrars and assistant registrars herein 

(»mpea«itio;, provided for shall, before entering upon their official duties, 

Iwt, sm. i 30. each take and subscribe an oath faithfully to perform the 

same. They shall receive such compensation for their 

services as the city council or selectmen may determine; 

but such compensation shall not be regulated by the number 
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of names registered by them, and a reduction of compensa- 
tion shall apply only to registrars appointed thereafter. 
The city council or selectmen shall provide office room for osoa TDom, 
the registrars, and such aid as they may need. The city ^"iXd° 
or town clerk, when a member of the board of registrars, 
shall act as clerk thereof, shall keep a full and accurate 
record of its proceedings and shall cause such notices as the 
registrars may require to be properly served or posted. 

Section 31. Each registrar shall, unless sooner removed, ^^^^^ 
hold his office for the term for which be is appointed and it", "o. i "■ 
imtil his successor is appointed and qualified. 

Section 32. A city council, except in the city of Boston, Awitiuit 
may authorize the registrars to appoint assistant registrars JS^oi^i 
for the term of one year, beginning with the first day of ^Jrintmam 
October, unless sooner removed by the registrars, and they fJJi j,,, , « 
shall, as nearly as may be, equally represent the different 
political parties. 

Section 33. The registrars in a city authorizing the Po»«,.nd 
appointment of assistant registrars may cause the duties j'j^'|%S^[ 33. 
devolving upon a single registrar to be performed by one 
or two assbtant registrars, and they may designate two 
assistant registrars, so far as practicable of difl'erent political 
parties, for the sessions required by law to be held outside 
of their principal office. The registrars shall make suitable R«i,ti»r. to 
regulations for the government of the assistant registrars, ^^SS!^'*" 
whose doings shall be subject to their revision and accept- 
ance. Assistant registrars shall be subject to the same 
obligations and penalties as registrars. Registrars may 
remove an assistant registrar, and may fill any vacancy 
in the number of assistant registrars for the remainder of 
the term. 

Section 34. No person shall be appointed a registrar Hagiau™. 
or assistant regbtrar who is not a voter of the city or town f^i^^^ 
for which he is appointed, who holds an office by election i^j^o « 
or appointment under the government of the United States 
or of the commonwealth, except as a justice of the peace, 
notary public, or an officer of tie state militia, or who holds 
an office in the city or town for which he is appointed either 
by election or by direct appomtment of the mayor or of 
the selectmen. The acceptance by a registrar or assistant 
regbtrar of an office which he b prohibited from holding 
shall vacate his office as registrar or assistant registrar. 
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^^^^^ Section 35. Eveiy city and town shall pro\-ide the 

SSmTMo, lis, registrars with suitable rooms in which to hold their official 



SHBODiot Section 36. The registrars shall hold such day and 

IS07, Mft'iM. such evening sessions as the town by a by-law or the city 
by an ordinance shall prescribe, and such other sessions 
as they deem necessary. 
■ They shall hold at least one session at some suitable and 
convenient place in every city or town on or before the 
Saturday last preceding a primary, except a primary preced- 
ing a special election, to ^ve an opportunity to qualified 
voters to register. 

In cities, they shall hold a continuous session from twelve 
o'clock noon until ten o'clock in the evening on the twentieth 
day preceding the annual state election, and a like con- 
tinuous session on the twentieth day preceding the annual 
city election. 

In towns, they shall hold a continuous session from twelve 
o'clock noon until ten o'clock in the evening on the Saturday 
last but one preceding the annual state election, and a like 
continuous session on the Saturday last but one preceding 
the annual town meeting. In towns divided into voting 
precincts they shall, not more than twenty days before the 
annual state election and also not more than twenty days 
before the annual town meeting, but in each case on or 
before the last day fixed for registration, hold at least one 
session at some suitable place within the limits ' of each 
voting precinct. In towns not divided into voting precincts, 
they shall, not more than twenty days before the annual 
state election and also not more than twenty days before the 
annual town meeting, but in each case on or before the last 
day fixed for registration, bold sessions in one or more suitable 
places. If, in any such town ten or more voters residing 
in or near a village or locality distant two or more miles from 
the usual place of registration shall, not less than eighteen 
days before the annual state election or the annual town 
meeting, file a petition with the town clerk stating that in 
such village or locality there are at least ten citizens who 
are entitled and desire to be registered, the registrars shall 
hold a session at some suitable place In such village or locality 
before the last day fixed for registration. The time and 
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place of tegbtration shall be the same for male and female 
applicants. 

Section 37. In every city, registration shall cease at whsn nm- 
tea o'clock in the evening on the twentieth day preceding SS^ 
the annual state election, and at ten o'clock in the evening ^*"' *'"■ ' "" 
on the twentieth day preceding the annual city election. 
In every town, registration shall cease at ten o'clock in the 
evening on the Saturday last but one preceding the annual 
state election, and at tea o'clock in the evening on the 
Saturday last but one preceding the annual town meeting. 

Section 38. The registrars shall, in some suitable place, Rediitn>t»n 
hold a continuous session from twelve o'clock noon until itfc^^ 
ten o'clock in the evening, on the fourth day, or in Boston '*"■ *"' * '*■ 
on the seventh day, preceding a special election, R^stra- 
tion shall cease at ten o'clock in the evening of the day on 
which such session is held. 

Section 39, If the final day for registration of voters iu«innaon 
falls on Sunday or on a holiday, the day preceding such i.^'i^E^B 
Sunday or holiday shall be the find day for such registration. h^uaJy."' 

Section 40. Any registrar may, at a place appointed '*"■ *"; ' ^■ 
for registration, on the days and during the hours designated n^y ^^i^ 
for the purpose, receive applications for registration and i^^^^i «"' 
examine applicants and witnesses under oath; but all doings 
of one registrar shall be subject to the revision and accept- 
ance of the board. 

Section 41. The regbtrars shall not, after ten o'clock Not to enter 
in the evening of a day on which registration is to cease, ra^tt^'tfter 
register any person as a voter until after the next election, uSh^^^, 
but they may enter or correct upon the registers the names tm, am. i a. 
of persons whose qualifications as voters have been examined '"•"■ ^' ' *■ 
between the preceding thirtieth day of April and the close 
of registration, and except in Boston they shall compare NotisMof 
all notices of omitted assessments transmitted to them by ™t* lo"?*" 
the assessors under the provisions of section fifteen, with ""i*™'' ••* 
the annual register of voters for the previous year, and if 
it appears to their satisfaction that any of said omitted 
assessments is that of a person entitled to vote in such 
previous year they may before the close of registration enter 
such name on the current annual register. They shall, in 
every case, require the vote by virtue of which such entry 
or correction is made to be attested by their clerk. 

Section 42. They shall post or publish notices stating Notion c^ 
the places and hours for holding all sessions, the final ses^ons ^^^t!^, 
precedii^ any election, and that after ten o'clock in the ^^ ^^ , ^j 
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evenii^ of the last day fixed for registration they will not, 
until after the next election, add any name to the registers 
except the names of voters examined as to their qualifications 
between the preceding thirtieth day of April and the close 
of registration. 

Section 43. They shall keep in general registers, records 
of all persons, male and female, registered as qualified to vote 
in the city or town. They shall enter therein the name of 
every such voter written in full, or instead thereof the sur- 
name and first Christian name or that name by which he is 
generally known, written in full, and the initial of every 
other name which he may have, and also his age, place of 
birth and residence on the preceding first day of April or at 
the time of becoming an inhabitant of the dty or town after 
said day, the date of his registration and his residence at 
such date, his occupation and the place thereof, the name 
and location of the court which has issued to him letters of 
naturalization and the date thereof, if he is a naturalized 
citizen, and any other particulars necessary fully to identify 
him. 

The general registers shall have uniform headings in sub- 
stantially the following form, and blank books suitable for 
the purpose shall be provided by the secretary of the com- 
monwealth, at cost, to registrars applying for them. 



1M7. (60, t 
1912! 47li I 



Section 44. The registrars shall, after the first day of 
April, prepare an annual re^ster containing the names of 
all qualified voters in such city or town for the current year, 
beginning with such first day of April. Such names shall 
be arranged in alphabetical order, and, opposite to the name 
of each voter, his residence on the preceding first day of 
April or on any subsequent day when he became an inhabit- 
ant of the city or town. The registrars shall enter in the 
annual register every name contained in the lists of persons 
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assessed for a poll tax for the current year, as transmitted 
to them by the assessors, giving, as the residence of each 
person on the first day of April, the place at which he was 
assessed a poll tax; and likewise the name and residence, as 
aforesaid, of every woman voter whose name is contained 
in the list of women voters transmitted to them, as provided 
in section sixteen: provided, that in every case they are able ptotmo. 
to identifj^ the name so transmitted to them as that of a 
man or woman whose name was borne on the voting list of 
such city or town at the last preceding election or town meet- 
ing. They shall make all inquiries and investigations neces- lUcBtnn 
sary to identify such person, and they shall not enter in the ISA'S!™, 
annual register the name of a person objected to by any j^™t«""". 
registrar imtU such person has been duly notified and given 
an opportimity to be heard by them. They shall forthwith 
enter in the annual register the name of every person whose 
qualifications as a voter have been determined by them in 
tile current year and whose name has accordingly been 
entered in the general register. They shall, on or before the ToMnd 
first Monday of August in each year, send notice in writing SSIS who« 
by mail to each male voter of the preceding year whose name "?b«^"* 
has not been entered in the annual register of the current "^^"^ 
year that his name has not been so entered. They shall "te^'- 
annually, before the first day of April, transmit to the to^S^' 
assessors a list of the women whose names are contained ^^ vow™, 
upon the register of voters, with their residences, as they *'"■ 
appear on the repster of the preceding year. 

Section 45. Every person, male or female, whose name Regmration, 
has not been entered in the annual register in accordance J^^lm 
with the preceding section, or section forty-K>ne must, in ^Sli^ZU?. 
order to be r^stered as a voter, apply in person for re^s- UgJ- "o. j «- 
tratibn and prove that he is quidified to register. ' . ' 

Section 46. Every male applicant for re^tration, ex- Hnk appiiaat 
cept in Boston, whose name has not been transmitted to tei'bl^ 
the registrars as provided in section sixteen shall present a iSmfwo?! «.' 
tax bill or notice from the collector of taxes, or a certificate "**• *"■ ' '■ 
from the assessors showing that he was assessed as a resi- 
dent of the city or town on the preceding first day of April, 
or a certificate that he became a resident therein at least six 
months preceding the election at which he claims the right 
to vote, and the same shall be prima facie evidence of his 
residence. In Boston every such applicant whose name has 
not been transmitted to the election commissioners as pro- 
vided by law shall present a certificate from the hsting board 
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as provided by law, and the same shall be prima fade evi- 
dence of his residence. 

Section 47. The registrars shall examine under oath an 
applicant for registration relative to his qualifications as a 
voter, and shall, unless he is prevented by physical dis- 
ability, or unless he had the right to vote on the first day 
of May in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, require 
him to write hi$ name in the general register and to read in 
such manner as to show that he is neither prompted nor 
reciting from memory. Registrars shall be provided by the 
secretary of the commonwealth with a copy of the constitu- 
tion of the commonwealth printed on uniform pasteboard 
slips, each containing five fines of said constitution printed 
in double small pica type. The registrars shall place said 
shps in the box provided by the secretary of the common- 
wealth, which shall be so constructed as to conceal them from 
view. E^ach applicant shall be required to draw one of swd 
slips from the box and read aloud the five lines printed 
thereon, in full view and hearing of the registrars. E^ach 
slip shall be returned to the box immediately after the test 
is finished, and the contents of the box shall be shaken up 
by a registrar before another drawing is made. No person 
failing to read the constitution as printed on the slip thus 
drawn shall be registered as a voter. The registrars shall 
keep said sUps in said box at all times. The secretary of the 
commonwealth shall upon request provide new slips to 
replace those worn out or lost. 

Section 48. If an applicant for registration is a natural- 
ized dtizen, the registrars shall require him to produce for 
inspection his papers of naturaUzation, and to make oath 
that he is the identical person named therein, and shall, if 
satisfied that the applicant has been legally naturalized, 
make upon his papers a memorandum of the date of such 
inspection. If papers of naturalization have once been 
examined and record thereof made in the general register, 
the registrars need not ag^n require their production, 

Section 49. If, upon examination, the registrars are 
satisfied that an applicant for re^stration has all the quali- 
fications of a voter, except that of age, and that he will on 
or before the day of the next election or town meeting, 
attain full age, they shall place his name upon the re^sters. 

Section 50. If the registrars dedine to re^ster the name 
of a person examined for registration and reported to them 
therefor by a registrar, they shall notify him of thdr refusal, 
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and give him a reasonable opportunity to be heard by them 
upon his application. They shall upon the rejection of an 
applicant forthwith inform him of such rejection. 

Section 51. The re^strars shall, from time to time, R*vimoii»nd 
revise and correct the general raster and the current JJ^S^." °' 
annual register in accordance with any facts which may be ™'' "*•■ ' "• 
presented to them. They shall strike therefrom the name 
of every deceased person which has been transmitted to 
them by the city or town clerk or the registrar of deaths in 
accordance with section twenty-three; but after the name 
of a voter has been placed upon the current annual register, 
they shall not change the place of residence as given thereon, 
nor, unless the voter has deceased, strike such name there- 
from, until they have sent him a notice of their intention 30 
to do and that he may be heard on a certain day named 
therein. 

Section 52, If a r^^stered voter complains to the regis- nietnti or 
trars or election commissioners, in writing under oath in a l^^dBtniioii. 
city fourteen days at least, or in a town four days at least, ^^- *"■ ' ^■ 
before an election or town meetii^, that the complainant 
has reason to believe and does believe that a certain person 
by him ther^n named has been illegally or incorrectly r^&- 
tered, and setting forth the reasons for such belief, the r^s- 
trars or election commissioners shall examine into such com- 
plaint, and if satisfied that there is sufficient ground therefor, 
they shall summon the person complained of to appear before 
them at a certain place and time before the next election or 
town meeting to answer to the matters set forth in the com- 
plaint, and the substance of the compUunt and a copy of 
this and the following section shall be set forth in the simi- 
mons. Service of the summons shall be made by an officer Serrioeof 
qualified to serve dvil or criminal process, not more than ■"""""■ 
fourteen nor less than two days before the day named for 
appearance, by delivering in hand a copy of the summons 
to the person herein summoned, or by leaving it at the place 
of alleged illegal or incorrect registration, if no later residence 
of such person appears on the register, and in that event at 
such later residence if the officer &id3 that such person resides 
at such place or later residence, as the case may be, or if he 
was formerly there and has changed his residence, then by 
leaving it at the place to which he has moved, if it is within 
the officer's jurisdiction and can be ascertained by inquiry 
at such place or later residence; but if the officer cannot 
make personal service, and cannot ascertiun the residence 
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of the person complained of, the copy of the summons shall 
be left at such person's last residence, if any, known to the 
officer witbio his jurisdiction; and the officer shall return 
the summons to the registrars or election commissioners 
before the day named for appearance, with the certificate 
of his doings indorsed thereon. 

Section 53. If a person summoned before the registrars 
or election commissioners to answer to such complaint ap- 
pears before them, they shall examine him under oath, and 
shall receive other evidence which may be offered in regard 
to the matters set forth in the complaint, and if satisfied 
that he is properly re^stered as a qualified voter they shall 
enter in the register a statement of their determination upon 
the facts required for registration. If the registrars or elec- 
tion commissioners are satisfied that he is not a qualified 
voter in the dty or town, they shall strike his name from 
the register. If they are satisfied that, although he is a 
qualified voter in the city or town, he is illegally or incor- 
rectly registered in a ward or voting precinct other than the 
ward or voting precinct in which he is required to be re^s- 
tered as provided in section fourteen, and are satisfied as to 
which ward or voting precinct he is so required to be regis- 
tered in, and as to his place of residence in such ward or 
voting precinct, they shall change his place of residence as 
given on the register accordingly. If a person duly sum- 
moned as aforesaid does not appear as directed in the sum- 
mons, the complainant shall produce sufficient testimony to 
make out a prima facie case, and if this is done the name of 
the person complained of shall be stricken from the re^ster; 
but if such person appears before the registrars or election 
commissioners before tiie election or town meeting next ensu- 
ing and shows sufficient cause for his failure earlier to appear, 
the hearing shall be reopened and the matter decided on its 
merits, as determined from the evidence presented on both 
sides. The complunant and the person complmned of may 
be represented by counsel, and all witnesses may be cross- 



NoUoe irf Section 54. The registrars shall promptly transmit to 

tnumitted to the assessors of the city or town notice of every error which 
ioonSo; I w. they shall discover in the name or residence of a person 

assessed therein. The provisions of this section shall not 

apply to Boston. 
SSrtiSt^^ Section 55. The registrars or election commissioners 

and nmrds ghalt perform their duties in open session, and not secretly. 
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They shall distinctly announce the name of every applicant ^y^*^*" 
for registration before entering his name on the general i»w. "». i »■ 
re^ster. Their records shall at suitable times be open to 
public inspection. 

Section 56. All written compl^ts and certificates re- Dmiuaau 
craved by the registrars, or election commissioners, and all i^ltffoi 
other documents in their custody relative to re^stralion, {SS.'jJS^j », 
shall be preserved by them for two years aiter the respective 
dates thereof. 

Section 57. A registrar or election commissioner shall "ofd^™ 
have authority to enforce regularity in all proceedings before iw, sed, 1 57, 
him, and to maintain order in and about the place where a 
session is held, or applications for registration are received, 
and to keep the access thereto open and unobstructed. 

Section 58. The board of poUce or officer in chai^ of S'S^.thSaT' 
the police force of a city or town shall, when requested by '**'■ ""' * **■ 
the re^strars or election commissioners, detail a sufficient 
number of police officers to attend any meeting held by a 
registrar in the performance of his duties, and to preserve 
Older and enforce his directions. 

Section 59. The governor, with the advice and consent ^^?^ "* 
of the coundl, shall, on the petition of not less than ten »ppointpwnt, 
qualified voters of a city or town, appoint for a term of one iw7, uo. 1 1». 
year, two supervisors of registration for each place of regis- 
tration therein, one from each of the two leading political 
parties. They shall attend all sessions or meetings for regis- 
tration held at the places for which they are appointed, and 
either of them may attach to any book or papers there used 
for purposes of registration any statement touching the 
truth or fairness of the proceedings which he may deem 
proper, and may add thereto his signature or other marks 
for the purpose of identification. 

Voting Llati. 
Section 60. Regbtrars or election commissioners shall, ^^^' 
from the names entered in the annual register of voters, Bmmeiient, 
prepare voting lists for use at the several elections to be i«j, sw. j so- 
held therein. In such voting lists, they shall place the ■ ■ ■ 
names of all voters entered on the ammal register, and no 
others, and opposite to the name of each, his residence on 
the preceding first day of April or at the time of his becom- 
it^ an inhabitant of such place after said day. They shall 
enter the names of women voters in separate columns or 
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lists. In cities, they shall prepare such voting Ibts by 
wards, and if a ward or a town is divided into voting pre- 
cincts, they shaU prepare the same by precincts, in alpha- 
betical order, or by streets, except that in Boston, the 
voting lists shall be prepared by streets. Names shall be 
added thereto or taken therefrom as persons are foimd to 
be qualified or not qualified to vote. 

Section 61. They shall place at the end of the voting 
Ibts of each ward, voting precinct or town to be used at a 
state election, under a proper heading, the names of all 
persons who, by changes .in city or town boundaries, are 
not entitled to vote for the whole number of officers to be 
chosen. 

Section 62. They shall, at least twenty days before the 
annual city or town election, and in every place except Bos- 
ton, at least sixty days before the annual state election, and 
in Boston, twenty-four days at least before the annual state 
election, cause copies of the voting lists prepared in accord- 
ance with the two preceding sections to be posted in their 
principal office and in one or more other public places in 
the city or town, and in each precinct therein. 

Section 63. After the voting lists have been posted, 
registrars shall, within forty-eight hours after a new name 
has been added to the annual register, cause it to be added 
to the lists posted in their principal office. If a city or town 
shall authorize the registrars to publish the names added to 
the renter, they may, instead of posting them, cause all 
additional names to be printed in a newspaper published in 
the city or town, if any, otherwise in a newspaper published 
in the county in which such city or town is situated. 

Section 64, Registrars shaU, on the day of an election, 
^ve to a voter whose name has been omitted from the voting 
list, or in whose name or residence, as placed on the voting 
list, a clerical error has been made, a certificate of his name 
and residence, as stated on the annual register, signed by 
the registrars or a majority of them. On presentation 
thereof to the presiding election officer of the ward, voting 
precinct or town in which the voter was roistered, he shall 
be allowed to vote, and his name shall be checked on the 
certificate, which shall be attached to and considered a part 
of the voting list and returned and preserved therewith. 

Section 65. They shall, before every election and meet- 
ii^ in a city or town at which voting lists may be required to 
be used, prepare voting lists for each ward, voting precinct 
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OP town in wMch such election or meeting is to be held, 
containing the names and residences of all persons qualified 
to vote therein, as the same appear upon the annual regis- 
ter, and they shall seasonably transmit the same to the 
election officers in every such precinct, ward or town. Such To b* in 
voting lists shall be in duplicate for all elections and meet- '"'^"** 
ings at which duplicate lists are required to be used. In lo Bonon 
Boston a copy of the voting Ikt for each precinct required Smi^.tM 
to be made by section eighty-five shall also be furnished by SSck.""''"' 
the board of election commissioners at each primary and at 
each election to the warden in charge of ea<ji polling place 
for the use of the police officer in such polling place. Said 
list shall not be removed from the polling place and shall 
be returned to the warden immediately after the close of 
the polb, and he shall immediately transmit the same to 
the board of electicm commissioners according to the pro- 
visions of section three hundred and four. 

Section 66. They shall forthwith, after the final day for gg" ^ '^■i^ 
registration before an annual state, city or town election, ™«i«tored ' 
certify to the secretary of the commonwealth the number iwlTwIt «. 
of assessed polls, the number of registered male and female 
voters in the city or town, and in each ward and precinct 
therein, and the number of persons who by law are entitled 
to vote for a part only of the whole numbeE of officers to be 
chosen at a state election in such city or town and in each 
ward and precinct therein, with the titles of the officers for 
whom such persons are entitled to vote. 

In cities in which the city clerk is not a member of the indtin 
board of registrars, the registrars shall likewise, after the 3«k'»'»t > 
last day for registration for a city election, certify to the ^Jfjlj^"' 
city clerk the number of registered male and female voters "f""™™- 
in the city, and in each ward and voting precinct therein. 

Section 67, When a caucus is called the registrars shall, voting iM 
on the request of the chairman of the ward or town committee JSS"^^ 
of the party whose caucus is to be held or of the person 
designated to call the caucus to order, furnish him for use 
in the caucus a certified copy of the voting hst of the town, 
or of the ward of the city for which the caucus is to be held, 
as last published, adding thereto the names of voters regis- 
tered since such publication. 

Section 68, The registrars in every city, after the Lintotvoten 
annual city election in the year nineteen hundred and four- diIiJS,S Sfl 
teen, and in every tenth year thereafter, shall, for the pur- ^i"*^. 
pose of furnishing to the city council and the board of "*^' ""■ > **■ 
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aldennen the information necessary for a new division of 
the city into wards and voting precincts, deliver to the city 
clerk before the tenth day of February then next ensuing a 
list of all male voters therein who were registered for such 
city election, which shall be so arranged as to show the 
number of such voters residing in each lot or block sur- 
rounded by streets within the limits of such city or within 
any other subdivi^on thereof, which the city council or 
bcmrd of aldermen may, before the first day of February, 
designate. The registrars shall likewise in any other year, 
upon request of the board of aldermen, furnish, for the pur- 
pose of dividing the ward into voting precincts, a list of the 
male voters of any ward in the city, arranged as aforesaid. 

Ustlnf and Bvgistration of Toten in Boston. 
Lirtiiic baud SECTION 69. In Boston there shall be a listing board com- 
how toD- posed of the police commissioner of said city and one mem- 
imtI mo, 1 fl». ber of the board of election commissioners, who shall annu- 
ally be appointed by the mayor, without confirmation by 
the board of aldermen, for the term of one year and who 
shall belong to that one of the two leading political parties 
of which said police commissioner is not a member. In case 
of disagreement between the two members of said board, 
the chief justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston, 
or, in case of his disability, Uie senior justice of said court 
who is not disabled, shall for the purpose of settling such 
disagreement be a member of said board and shall preside 
and cast the deciding vote, in case of a tie. 
J^'rSJ""^ Section 70. The listing board shall, within the first 
Im?'S«d*i%) s®^^** week days of April in each year, by itself or by police 
iBosl*8o! ■ ofiBcers subject to the jurisdiction of the police commis- 
1908, «o, [ a. gioner, visit every building in swd city, and after diligent 
inquiry make true lists,' arranged by streets, wards and 
voting precincts, and containing as nearly as the board can 
ascertain, the name, age, occupation and residence on the 
first day of April in the current year, and the residence on 
the first day of April in the preceding year, of every male 
person, twenty years of age or upwards, who is not a pauper 
Biiiidim»u«d in a public institution, residing in said city. Said board 
lo ™d.^ shall designate in such lists all buildings used as residences 
Datsd,eta. j^^ ^^^ ^^^j^ persons, in their order on the street where 
they are located, by giving the nomber or other definite 
description of every such building so that it can be readily 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



REGISTRATION, ETC., IN BOSTON. 

identified, and shall place opposite the number or other 
description of every such building the name, age and occu- 
pation of every such male person residing therein on the 
first day of April in the current year, and his residence on 
the first day of April in the preceding year. The board J",^^'" 
shall also inquire at the residences of the women voters "«•"■ 
whose names are contained in the list transmitted to them 
by the election commissioners under section seventy-six 
whether such women voters are resident thereat, and shall 
thereupon make true lists of the women voters found by 
them. If in any year the police conmoissioner shall believe oommintan 
it to be impracticable, because of any public exigency re- j^hS'^m. 
quiring unusual service from the police force of the city, J^^f^. 
to complete within the first seven week days of April such 
visitation, and to transmit to the election commissioners on 
or before the eighteenth day of April the lists desmbed in 
this section, he shall have authority, after having given 
notice in writing to the listing board and to the board of 
election commissioners of the dty, to take such further time 
for such visitation and transmission, not exceeding ten week , 

days, as he shall deem necessary. 

The board shall place in the lists made by it, opposite the Nanwa or 
name of every such male person or woman voter, the name to b*"^™, 
of the inmate, owner or occupant of the building, or the *"■ 
name and residence of any other person, who gives the in- 
formation relating to such male person or woman voter. 
Where such information is given by one person relating to 
more than one such male person or woman voter residing 
in one building, ditto marks may be used in such lists under 
the name of the pwrson giving the information, after his 
name has been once placed opx)osite the name of such male 
person or woman voter first written down as residing in such 
building. 

The board shall, upon the personal application of a person To awract 
listed either upon the original or supplementary lists for the ™" '" '^ 
correction of any error in their lists, or whenever informed 
of any such error, make due investigation, and upon proof 
thereof correct the same on their original or supplementary 
lists, and shall immediately notify the election commis- 
sioners of such correction, who shall correct their copies of 
said lists accordingly and proceed to revise and correct the 
registers under the provisions of section fifty-one. The Appiicaiiooa 
board shall cause all applications and affidavits received by p^J^fo 
them under this section to be preserved for two years. *""' ''""■ 
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m1i2?3'Em« Section 71. The board shall, on or before the eighteenth 
loeiwrtipn Jay of April in each year, transmit to the election com- 
etc- ' missioners certified copies of those parts of the lists prepared 

i«09|4«;|3.' as provided in the preceding section, containing the name, 
age, occupation and residence on the first day of April in 
the current year, and the residence on the first day of April 
in the preceding year, of every male person, twenty years 
of age or upwards, residing in said city, and shall promptly 
transmit to the election commissioners notice of every addi- 
tion to and correction in the lists made by them. The 
board shall furnish all information in its possession neces- 
sary to aid the election commissioners in the performance 
of their duties, 
pri^'SSn™ Section 72. The board shall, on or before the first day 
fm^tio^Ti. ^'^ J^'y '"^ ^^'^^ year, prepare printed copies of the lists pre- 
pared for the use of the election commissioners. The board 
shall print such lists in pamphlet form by precincts, deliver 
to the election commissioners as many copies thereof as 
they may require and hold the remaning copies for public 
distribution, 
''™m^ Section 73. If a male person, twenty years of ^e or 

pcsviousij' upwards, resident in Boston on the first day of April, was 
IW7, sflo, 1 73. not listed by the board, he shall, in order to establish his 
iviz', isi. ' right to be listed, appear before a member of the board, the 
superintendent, a deputy superintendent or an inspector of 
police, who are hereby authorized to administer oaths for 
this purpose, and present under oath a statement in writing 
that he was on said day a resident of said city, giving Ms 
name, age, occupation and residence on the first day of 
April in the current year, and his residence on the first day 
of April in the preceding year. 
^^^ 6bbt- a male person, twenty years of age or upwards, who be- 
to^pS^t^'*'' comes a resident of stud dty after the first day of April, and 
""■^"li" d^i^s to be hsted, shall appear before a member of the 
board, the superintendent, a deputy superintendent or an 
inspector of police, who are hereby authorized to administer 
oaths for this purpose, and present under oath a statement 
in writing that he became a resident of said city at least 
six months immediately preceding the election at which he 
claims the right to vote, giving his name, age, occupation 
and residence on the above date, and his residence on the 
first day of April in the preceding year. 
fcTto^iStlSi in K the board, after investigation, is satisfied that such state- 
oMtain ctm. ments are true, it shall give such applicant a certificate that 
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he was a resident of swd city on said first day of April, or a 
certificate that he became a resident at least six months 
immediately preceding such election, as the case may be, 
which certificate shall state his name, age, occupation and 
residence on the first day of April in the current year or on 
the above date, as the case may be, and his residence on 
the first day of April in the preceding year; but no such ^M^Bb^" 
application shall be received later than the thirtieth day J?"'"^'''" 
preceding a state or a municipal election, and no such per- thirtieth day 
son shall be listed or be given such certificate later than the SMti5n!*Btc. 
twenty-first day preceding such state or municipal election. 
The board shall not after the last day for making such appli- 
cation before a state election receive an application until 
after such election. 

In every place where oaths are administered for the pur- Topctin 
pose of hsting the board shall post in a conspicuous place a JitSw^ 
copy of section four hundred and sixty, printed on white m^'^jl^,n 
paper with black ink, in type not less than one qxiarter of ^■ 
an inch wide. 

Section 74. The board shall enter the date of applica- R«»rdof 
tion, the name, age, occupation and residence on the first S?,"S^'k^Dt. 
day .of April in the current year and the residence on the }5!J; „(]; \ I*- 
first day of April in the preceding year, of every such appli- 
cant, as above provided, together with the result of its in- 
vestigation of his appUcation, in a book provided for that 
purpose, which shall be open for pubUc inspection. Said 
board shall cause to be printed in some newspaper published 
in Boston, the name and residence of every such applicant. 
The names and residences of such applicants shall be printed J^^SSm ot 
by wards and precincts within two days after the number J*'^'?^'° 
of names of such applicants, not printed, reaches fifty; and 
on the day when such number is reached, the names to be 
printed within such two days shall include the names of all 
such apphcants up to the close of business for this purpose 
in the office of the board on such day. 

Section 75. The police commis^oner shall have his office office ot 
open during such hours as shall be necessary to carry out SSSim^w 
the provisions of the two preceding sections. dS^a''!^»i» 

Section 76. The election conunissioners shall, after the {^j^ , ,, 
first day of April in each year, prepare an annual re^ster Eiertion'oam- 
eontaining the names of all qualified voters in Boston for ^^SS^^Jlai 
the current year, beginning with such first day of April. J^Jf^ 
Such names shall be arranged by wards and precincts and, iwj. ™. | W- 
opposite the name of each voter, shall be entered his resi- im. ni, \ 2. 
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dence on the {n-eceding first day of April or any subsequent 
day when he became a resident of stud dty. The election 
commissioners shall enter in the annual register every name 
contained in the lists, for the current year, of persons trans- 
mitted to them by the listing board, giving, as the residence 
of each person on the first day of April, the place at which 
he was listed by said board; and likewise the name and 
residence, as aforesfud, of every woman voter whose name 
is contained in the list of women voters transmitted to them 
under this act: pnmded, that in every case they are able to 
identify the name so transmitted as that of a man or woman 
whose name was borne on the voting list of said city at the 
last preceding election. They shall make all inquiries and 
investigations necessary to identify such person, and they 
shall not enter in the annual register the name of a person 
objected to by any commissioner, until such person has been 
duly notified and given an opportunity to be heard by them, 
and shall have appeared and satisfi^ them of his right to 
have his name so entered. They shall forthwith enter in 
the annual register the name of every person whose quali- 
fications as a voter have been determined by them in the 
current year and whose name has accordingly been entered 
in the general register. They shall, on or before the first 
Monday of August in each year, send notice in writing by 
mail to each male voter of the preceding year whose name 
has not been entered in the annual register of the current 
year that his name has not been so entered. They shall, 
before the first day of April in each year, transmit to the 
listing board a list of the women voters whose names are 
contained upon the register of the preceding year, with their 
residences, as they appear on said register. 

Section 77. Every person, male or female, whose name 
has not been entered in the annual register in accordance 
with the preceding section, must, in order to be registered 
as a voter, apply in person for registration and prove that 
he is qualified to register. 

Section 78. The election department of Boston shall be 
under the charge of a board of election cpmmissioners con- 
sisting of four citizens and voters of Boston who shall be 
appointed by the mayor; and chapter four hundred and 
eighty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, 
and all other acts relating to departments of Boston, or the 
officers and employees thereof, not inconsistent herewith, 
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stall be applicable to said department and the officers and 
employees thereof. 

Section 79. Said hoard shall be ao selected that two poiitioai 
members shall always belong to each of the two leading SS^™^n'!' 
political parties; and one member shall annually be ap- %,^ ^^ . „ 
pointed for the term of four years, beginning with the first ^^- **"■ » '■ 
day of April in the year of his appointment. The mayor 
shall annually, on or before the first day of April, designate 
one member as chairman for the year be^nning with said 
day, and may, after notice and hearing, remove any member 
for cause. Tlie chairman of said board shall receive an 
annual salary of four thousand dollars, and each of the other 
commissioners three thousand five hundred dollars, or such 
other salary as the dty coimcil may by ordinance prescribe. 

Section 80. Said board shall annually, between the first To appoint 
day of April and the first day of October, appoint assistant ncwtren of 
registrars of voters, not exceeding four for each ward, who m^Ma. j so. 
shall hold office for the term of one year, beginning with the '°''°' **"' ' ^' 
first day of October, unless sooner removed by the election 
commissioners, and who shall equally represent the two lead- 
ing political parties. 

Seciion 81. Said board shall constitute the Boston Toooutituta 
bajlot law commission, and shall in all matters relating to baiiotiav" 
objections and questions arising in the case of nominations «^™™<™' 
of candidates for city offices have the powers and perform "*"■ ^' ' *'- 
the duties prescribed for the state ballot law commission; 
and when sitting as such, the chief justice of the munidpal 
court of the city of Boston, or in case of his disabihty the 
senior justice of said court who is not disabled, shall be a 
member of said board and shall preside, but shall not vote 
tmless the other commissioners are equally divided; and in 
every other matter in which the commissioDers are equally 
divided said chief justice shall act with them and shall cast 
the deciding vote. 

Section 82. Said board shall prepare books for the regis- booIb for the 
tration of the male voters and the general register of voters, vote™ w Ss" 
and the books so prepared shall constitute the general regis- ft^^; f m. 
ter of voters in said city. Said books shall be in substan- ^°™' **"' ' '■ 
tially the following form: — 
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ft 



u 



Under the several headings, there shall be entered as 
follows : — 

One, The day, month and year when the applicant is 
adjudged a qualified voter. 

Two, The name of the applicant and the number on' the 
street, place or other location of Us dwelling on that day, 
or if there is no number, such clear and definite description 
of the place of said dwelling that it can be readily ascer- 
tained; if more than one family resides in said dwelling, the 
floor on which the applicant resides; and if there is more 
than one house at the number given by the applicant, in 
which one of them he resides. 

Three, The full surname and the Christian name of the 
applicant, or the name by which he is generally known, and 
the initial of every other name which he may have. 

Four, The applicant shall write his name on a line with the 
statements herein set forth. 

Five, The number of months or years which the applicant 
states that he has fived in said city. 

Six, A full statement of his occupation. 

Seven, The place of his occupation. ■ 

Eight, The name of the city or town, county and state, 
country, kingdom, empire or dominion where he was bom. 

Nine, The designation of the court where the applicant, if 
he was an ahen, was naturalized. 

Ten, The date of such naturalization. 

Eleven, The age, approximate height and weight of the 
apphcant. 

Twelve, The residence of the applicant at the date of regis- 
tration. 

The names of all voters residing in the same dwelling shall 
be placed together. 
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Section 83. Said board shall hold such day sessions as SMrinuof 
the city may by ordinance prescribe, and such additional deetiaDoom- 
sessions as tiiey shall deem necessary. They shall, in any ^^^Moa^ 
event, hold in or near each ward in said city not less than '*'.•*"• I *♦- 
ten evening sessions, each of at least three hours' duration, 
between the first day of September and the close of regis- 
tration before the annual state election, and the same num- 
ber of like sessions between the annual state election and 
the close of registration before the annual city election. 
They shall also hold at their principal office a continuous 
session from nine o'clock in the morning until ten o'clock in 
the evening on the twentieth day preceding the annual state 
election, and a like continuous session on the twentieth day 
preceding the annual city election, and a continuous ses- 
sion from twelve o'clock noon until ten o'clock in the even- 
ing on the seventh day preceding a spedal election. 

Section 84. An dection commissioner or assistant reg- Appiiomts tor 
istrar of voters shall, at the times and places fixed for b?SSJSSSd° 
registering voters, examine imder oath each applicant for ?£^f^'j'^ 
registration as to his qualifications as a voter, and, if satisfied 
that the apphcant is a qualified voter, shall immediately, in 
the presence of the appUcant, enter in the proper columns 
of said register the information required by section eighty- 
two, according to the statements of the applicant; and if at 
any time prior to an election the board shall be of opinion 
that there is an error in such information, after giving notice 
to the person by mail, by spedal delivery, that he may be 
heard on a certain day named therein, it may on said day 
re-examine said information and correct such error, if any. 
No person shall, except as provided in section seventy-six 
have his name entered upon such register unless he person- 
ally appears before said board or one member thereof or an 
assistant registrar and is found qualified to be registered as 
a voter; and if the person is a naturalized citizen, he shall 
produce his naturalization papers or a certified copy of the 
record thereof for inspection, and make oath that he is the 
person named therein. But if there is a record in the office 
of said board made in the year dghteen hundred and ninety- 
six, or subsequent thereto, that tiie naturalization papers of 
the applicant have once been produced and examined, they 
need not be ^ain produced. 

Section 85. Smd board shall annually after the close of 5j™iS^°^ 
repstration and before the annual state election make, by ^^^ . ^ 
predncts, hom the annual register, street Hsts of the voters iw', uol 1 2. ' 
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to be used as the voting lists at elections. Each list shall 
contain not less than two hundred names, and names shall 
be added to or taken therefrom, as persons are found quali- 
fied or not qualified to vote. Said Usta shall be in the fol- 
lowing form: — 





N*M. or Vm«b. 


-v^T^"" 


-ssvu. 


»'"«"S. 




1 


1 


1 

















Jl;^^ Section 86. Said hoaid shall, prior to the annual state 

lOTrSw^Ts;. election and prior to the annual city election, prepare in 
pamphlet form, not less than fifty copies of each voting list, 
omitting therefrom everything except the name and rea- 
dence of the voters, and shall distribute said copies a^ they 
may deem best, 
h^' tlm." ^" Section 87, Every person upon applying to vote shall, 
iwSrii^'f^. '"''icn requested by any election officer, write his name in a 
book prepared for the purpose unless the voter declares 
under oatii to the presiding officer that he had the right to 
vote on the first day of May in the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven and cannot write, or that by reason of blind- 
ness or otha^ physical disability he is unable to write. 

PART IZ. 

Folitlottl Commlttoes. 

mTtto^Xj- Section 88. Each political party shall annually elect a 

iw?' bST"! Sb'' ^^*-^ committee, the members of which shall hold office for 

isiiissojis.' one year from the first day of January next following their 

election and until their successors shall have organized. Said 

committee shall consist of at least one member from each 

senatorial district to be elected at the state primaries, and 

such number of members at large as may be fixed by the 

committee to be elected at the state convention; and the 

person who in the aggregate of all the ballots cast in each 

district for such district members shall receive the highest 

number of such votes shidl be the member elected. 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



POLITICAL COMMITTEES. 37 

The members of the state committee shall, in January, onuiutian. 
meet and oi^nize by the choice of a chfunnan, a secretary, 
a treasurer and such other officers as they may decide to 
elect. 

The secretary of the state committee shall, within ten days Utu o( 
after such organization, file with the secretary of the com- S^n lo be 
monwealth, and send to each dty and town committee, a ^'^ 
list of the members of the committee and of its' officers. 

A vacancy in the office of chfurman, secretary or treasurer VBi«iioi». 
of the committee or in the membership thereof shall be 
filled by the committee, and a statement of any such change 
shall be filed as in the case of the officers first chosen. 

Section 89. Each political party shall, in every ward S^S^ 
and town, annually elect at tiie state primaries, a committee JteJJT^r^f*^ 
to be called a ward or a town committee, to consist of not }J°j' gj' j f^- 
less than three persons, who shaU hold office for one year 
from the first day of Januwy next following their election 
and until their successors shall have organized. 

The members of the several ward committees of a politi- ^S^^^ 
cal party in a dty shall constitute a committee to be called 
a dty committee. 

Each town committee shall annually, between the first £J^^^ 
day of January and the first day of March, and each ward SJSSkMion 
and city committee shall, within thirty days after the begin- 
ning of its term of office, meet and oi^anize by the choice 
of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other offi- 
cers as it may decide to dect. 

The secretary of each dty and town conmiittee shall, ^^,^ 
within ten days after its organization, file with the secretary g^^"™ «» •» 
of the commonwealth, with the city or town clerk and with 
the secretary of the state committee of the political party 
which it represents, a fist of the officers and members of the 
committee. 

A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treasurer TMuudM. 
of a city, ward or town committee shall be filled by the 
committee, and a vacancy in the membership of a ward or 
town committee shall be filled by such committee, and a 
statement of any such change shall be filed as in the case of 
the officers first chosen. 

Section 90. Upon a re-dividon of a dty into wards, any wwdoom- 
pohtical party may in the next succeeding calendar year mITb'^ 
elect its ward committees for such terms, not exceeding the Sw^to"* ' 
length of the terms for which the former committees were ^^in^ | n, 
chosen, as the dty committee existing at the time of calling 
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the caucuses may determine, and thereafter shall elect such 
committees at the times and for the terms prescribed by- 
law. The caucuses for the choice of such ward committees 
shall be called by the city committee in existence at the 
time, and shall be subject to such reasonable notice as said 
dty committee shall determine. 

Section 91. Committees of any party existing at the 
time when such party at an annual state election first polls 
for governor three per cent of the entire vote cast in the 
commonwealth tor that office shall be deemed to be organ- 
ized under these provisions. 

Section 92. A state, rity or town committee'may make 
rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for its pro- 
ceedings and relative to caucuses called by it, and may fix 
the number of persons of whom it shall consist, which num- 
ber shall be announced in the call for the meeting at which 
they are to be chosen. Each city or town committee may 
make reasonable regulations, not inconsistent with law, to 
determine membership in the party, and to restrain per- 
sons not entitled to vote at caucuses from attendance thereat 
or taking part therein. But no political committee shall 
prevent any voter from participating in a caucus of its party 
for the reason that the voter has supported an independent 
candidate for political office. A state committee may make 
rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for calling 
conventions. 

Provlsiona applTlng to All Primuin. 

Section 93. Primaries shall be conducted in general 
accordance with the provisions of law concerning the con- 
duct of elections and the manner of voting thereat, except 
as otherwise provided in the sections concerning primaries. 

Section 94. A person who is nominated to be voted for 
at a primary may withdraw his name from nomination by 
a request in writing signed by him and acknowledged before 
a justice of the peace and filed with the officer with whom 
the nomination was filed, in the case of a person to be voted 
for at a state or presidential primary within the seventy- 
two week-day hours, and in the case of a person to be voted 
for at a city or town primary within the forty-eight week- 
day hours, succeeding five o'clock in the afternoon of the 
last day fixed for the filing of nomination papers for such 
primary. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



PRIMARIES. 

Section 95. When nomination papers have heen filed, i__^ ^^^^ 
and are in apparent conformity with law, they shall be obiecied w, 
valid unless objections thereto are made in writing and filed loor, sbo. 
with the officer with whom the nomination paper was filed. 
Such objections shall be filed in the ease of candidates to be 
voted for at a state or presidential primary within the 
seventy-two week-day hours, in the case of candidates to be 
voted for at city primaries within the forty-eight week-day 
hours, and in the case of candidates to be voted for at town 
primaries within the twenty-four week-day hours, succeed- 
ing five o'clock in the afternoon of the last day fixed for the 
fihng of nomination papers for such primaries. 

Section 96. Objections to nomination papers for candi- SSIa^Shom 
dates to be voted for at state or presidential primaries, and JJJ^'^I?*,- ,i 
all other questions relating thereto, shall be considered and 
determined by the state ballot law commission; to nonu- 
nations for candidates to be voted for at city primaries by 
the board of registrars, the city clerk and the city solicitor; 
and to nominations for candidates to be voted for at town 
primaries by the board of registrars. 

Section 97. State primaries shall be held on the sixth ^^ 
Tuesday preceding state elections, city primaries on the g^^ 
third Tuesday preceding city elections, town primaries, on f."^™ j-. 
the second Tuesday preceding town elections, and presi- isa! ' ' 
dential primaries on the last Tuesday in April; except that ml'. aS; \ I', 
primaries before a special election shall be held on the second ^'' ' '■ 
Tuesday preceding the special election. 

In Boston they shall be held by precincts as established "^J^t*"" 
for elections; elsewhere, wholly or partly by wards, pre- "™^ p*™"- 
cincts or towns, as the board of aldermen or selectmen may 
from time to time determine. 

Section 98. The provisions of law relating to election Certain pro- 
officers, voting places for elections, election apparatus and toapniy. 
blanks, calling and conduct of elections, manner of voting ("Jsj. ' 
at elections, counting and recounting of votes at elections, '*"'' *^' ' ^■ 
the provisions of section three hundred and eight, corrupt 
practices, and penalties, shall apply to primaries, except as 
otherwise provided in the sections concerning primaries. 

Section 99. In Boston petitions for recounts after pri- ^"""iJ* 
maries shall be filed before five o'clock in the afternoon of the f^"^ 
second day thereafter, l i«i- 

Section 100. The election commis^oners in Boston, the OEoe™ may 
dty clerks in other dties, and the town clerks in towns may u serve m 
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designate two inspectors and two deputy inspectors, rep- 
resenting the two leading political parties, instead of a 
larger number, to serve at the primaries, and from the 
whole body of election officers they may designate officers 
equally representing the two leading politics^ parties to 
serve as tellers in any precinct or ward during part of the 
day for the purpose of receiving ballots, checking names, or 
canvassing and counting votes, such tellers to receive such 
part of a full day's compensation of election officers as the 
election commissioners in Boston, the board -of aldermen in 
other cities, or the selectmen in towns, may determine. 

Section 101. In wards or towns where at elections vot- 
ing is by prec^cts, but at primaries by wards or towns, the 
dty or town clerk shall designate which of the election offi- 
cers shall serve as primary officers. 

Section 102. Except in Boston no person shall be in- 
eligible to serve as a primary officer because he is a candidate 
for or member of a ward or town committee. 

Section 103. Ballots for use at state and preadential 
primaries shall be prepared and provided, and the number 
thereof determined, by the secretary of the commonwealth, 
and no other ballots shall be received or counted: provided, 
however, that if the ballots provided for any polling place 
are not delivered, or if after delivery they are lost, destroyed 
or stolen, the city or town clerk or election commissioners 
shall provide ballots similar as far as possible, which ballots 
may be used. 

Section 104. The dty or town shall provide and the 
dty or town clerk shall prepare ballots to be used in dty or 
town primaries, and no otfier ballots shall be recdved or 
counted. No ballots as herein provided shall be printed in 
any printing establishment owned or managed by the dty 
of Boston. 

SEcnoN 105. The number of ballots for use at dty or 
town primaries shall be determined by the city clerk in 
cities, and by the town derk in towns, and shall not for any 
ward or town exceed one ballot of eadi -pexty for each voter 
therein. 

Section 106. Ballots for each party shall be printed on 
paper of a different color from that on which the ballots for 
any other party are printed. At least six fac^mile copies 
of the ballot for each party, printed on colored paper, shall 
be provided for each polling place as specimen ballots. 
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Section 107. At the top of each ballot shall be printed ^S'^ot 
the words "The official ballot of (here shall follow the party J'S;***' 
name)." On the back and outside of each ballot when folded wn/sao, 1 12. 
shall be printed the words "Official ballot of the (here shall 
be inserted the party name)", followed by the number of 
the precinct and ward or the name of the town for which 
the ballot is prepared, the date of the primary and for state 
or presidential primaries a facsimile of the signature of the 
secretary of the commonwealth and for dty or town pri- 
maries a facsimile of the signature of the city or town clerk. 
Names of candidates for each elective office shall be arranged ^^^^" 
alphabetically according to their surnames. 

Names of candidates for ward or town committees, and Ja^^^"^ 
for delegates to conventions shall be arranged in groups in ^*^™ 
such order as may be determined by lot, under the direc- 
tion of the secretary of the commonwealth, who shall notify 
each state committee and give a representative of each such 
committee an opportunity to be present: provided, however, Prorf". 
that, when necessary, groups may be printed on the ballot 
in two or more columns. 

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office, for stmt ud 
a ward or town committee or for a member of a state com- ^l^deiue to 
mittee shall be printed the street and number, if any, of *" «™"*^ 
his residence. 

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office shall S^w ht"*" 
be printed the statement contained in the nomination paper printed. 
placing him in nomination. 

No names shall be printed on a ballot other than those N*ma to b* 
presented on nomination papers. Immediately following the K^M^btant 
names of candidates, blank spaces equal to the number of JS5^^,'j!'to. 
persons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion of 
other names. 

The number of persons to be voted for for the different Number u, be 
offices shall be stated on the ballot. natad m 

The form of ballots and the arrangement of printed matter ^,'^'0, 
thereon shall be in general the same as that of the offidal tauot., etc. 
state ballots, except as otherwise provided in the sections 
concerning primaries. 

Section 108. A cross [X] marked against a name shall iSuTuw. 
constitute a vote for the person so designated. A cross in J^-^ 
the circle at the head of a group of candidates for ward I isi. 
committees or for delegates to a state convention shall count 
as a vote for each candidate therein. A voter may vote for 
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one or more candidates in any such group by murlting a 
cross agunst the name of each such candidate, or be niay 
insert another name and mark a cross against it. If be 
votes for more candidates than the number to be elected, 
bis vote shall not be counted. 
j^^™^_ Section 109. The city or town clerk, or in Boston the 
»t potiinE election commissioners, before the opening of the polls on 

isoT^Mo, the day of the primary, shall deliver at the polling place to 

1308, '423, n. the warden or, if be is not present, to the clerk or, if both 
are absent, then to any inspector, ballot boxes, the ballots, 
specimen ballots, voting lists, suitable blank forms and appa- 
ratus for canvassing and counting the ballots and making 
the returns, a seal of suitable device and a record book for 
8^™«n each polling place. The presiding officer at each polling 
polled, (to. place shall, before the opening of the primary, conspicu- 
ously post in such polling place at least six specimen ballots 
for each party, which shall be kept so posted until the polls 
are closed, except that where voting booths are provided two 
of such specimen ballots for each party may be posted on 
such booth. 
JSiimni^' Section 110. When, in a primary, a voter seeks to pass 
]^^^ , 13 the guard rail, he shall be asked by one of the ballot clerks, 
with which poUtical party he desires to be enrolled, and the 
ballot clerk upon reply shall distinctly announce the name of 
such pohtical party and give him such pohtical party ballot. 
The voter's selection shall be checked on the voting list 
used by the ballot clerk and such list shall be returned to the 
election commbsioners in Boston, or to the city clerk in any 
other city, or to the town clerk in towns, for preservation 
during the next succeeding five calendar years. The party 
enrolment of voters on such voting lists, and all subsequent 
party enrolment of voters, shall be transferred each year to 
the voting lists used at subsequent primaries, providing the 
names of such voters have been entered, in Boston, in the 
annual register prepared by the election commissioners from 
the police bsts, and in other cities and in towns, in the annual 
register prepared from the assessors' lists. 
y'rt«"»^|^ Section 111. No voter enrolled at a primary shall be 
pany not to allowcd to reccivc the ballot of any political party except 
™Moi that with which he is so enrolled, but be may estabh^, 

™iSSi party change or cancel his enrolment by appearing in person before 
ioiifMo.lM. the election commissioners in Boston, the city clerk in any 
other city, or the town clerk in towns, and requesting ia 
writing to have his enrolment changed to another party, or 
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cancelled : provided, that such clisnge or cancellation shall not ^'°^^^ 
take effect until the expiration of ninety days after the voter 
so appears. No voter enrolled as a member of one political 
party shall be allowed to receive the ballot of any other 
pohtical party, upon a claim by him of erroneous enrolment, 
except upon a certificate of such error from the election com- 
missioners or board of regbtrars, as the case may be, which 
certificate shall be presented to the presiding officer of 
the primary and preserved as part of the records of such 
primary; but the political party enrolment of a voter shall 
not preclude him from receiving at a city or town primary 
the ballot of any municipal party, though in no one pri- 
mary shall he receive more than one party ballot. All party csrtam puty 
enrolments at city or town primaries prior to the passage of mSS^iS." 
this act are hereby cancelled. 

Section 112. In the counting of votes when the ballots ^^*'°*<'' 
are removed from the ballot box, they shall first be sorted '•JJi'*"- 
into piles, one for each party, and each pile shall be counted 
and sealed separately. Votes shall be counted only for 
nominations of the party on whose ballot they appear. 

Frorislons applying to Stato Primariea. 

Section 113. The nomination of candidates of political ^™^^'" 
parties for all offices to be filled at a state election, excepting M.«tBta 
the office of presidential elector, and the election of district iwMS^'i i. 
members of state committees, members of ward and town 
committees, and of delegates to state conventions of politi- 
cal parties shall be by direct plurahty vote in primaries. 

The number of district members of the state committee, District mem- 
not less than one from each senatorial district, and the num- m^ftSl^ 
ber of delegates to the state convention, not less than one " bi^'U^ 
for each ward or town, to be elected, shall be fixed by the !?°^™' 
state committee, and the number of members of ward and 
town committees, not less than three for each ward and 
town, to be elected, shall be fixed by the city and town com- 
mittees. Notice of the number of del^ates and of members NoUm ot num- 
of committees shall be ^ven by the state, city or town to'JSiSry™'' 
committees, as the case may be, to the secretary of the S^^i,"""'"'" 
commonwealth, on or before the first day of Augi^t. ^^ aupisi 

Section 114. In cities or towns where the question of Notioeof 
holding primaries by wards, precincts, or groups of pre- ^ hJS'°""° 
cincts is determined by the aldermen or selectmen, notice of S^j^J™* '"' 
such determination shall be given to the secretary of the pres'iota. or 
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commonwealth, by the aldermen or selectmen on or before 
the first day of August; except that in case of primaries 
before special dections, such notice shall be ^ven at least 
fourteen days before the primaries. 

Section 115. The polls at every state primary shall be 
open during such hours, not less than nine in cities or two 
in towns, as may be designated by the board of election 
commissioners in Boston, ^e aldermen in other cities, and 
the selectmen in towns. 

Section 116. The nomination of candidates for nomi- 
nation at state primaries shall be by nomination papers. In 
the case of offices to be filled by all the voters of the com- 
monwealth such papers shall be signed in the aggregate by 
at least one thousand voters, not less than two hundred 
and fifty to be from each of four different counties. In the 
case of all other offices to be filled at a state election, by a 
number of voters equal in the aggregate to five voters for 
each ward or town in the district or county, but in no case 
shall more than two hundred and fifty be required. 

The nomination of candidates for election at state pri- 
maries shall be made as in the case of candidates for nomi- 
nation for state offices other than those to be filled by all 
the voters of the commonwealth. 

Section 117. Every nomination paper shall state, in 
addition to the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, 
with street and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for 
which he is nominated, (3) the political party which he 
represents, and except for candidates for ward and town 
committees and delegates to conventions the paper may 
state, in not more than eight words, the occupation of the 
candidate, the public offices which he has held, or that he 
is a candidate for renomination, provided he is at the time 
an incumbent of the office, for which he seeks renomination 
for another term, but not otherwise. Every voter who signs 
such paper shall sign it in person, with his full surname, his 
Christian name, and the initial of every other name which 
he may have, and shall state his residence of the previous 
first day of April, as well as the place where he is then liv- 
ing, with the street and number thereof; but any voter who 
is prevented by physical disability from writing, or who had 
the right to vote on the first day of May in the year dght- 
een hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize some person to 
write his name and residence in his presence; and every 
voter may sign as many nomination papa? for each office 
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to be filled as there are persons to be nominated for or elected 
thereto, and no more. 

Such papers shall also contain the statement that the TooDotein 
signers thereof are members of the party represented by the """ "' "* 
candidate and are entitled to vote in ^e primaries of that 
party; and whoever knowingly subscribes falsely to a state- p 
ment on a nomination paper shall be punished by imprison- 
ment for not more than five days or by a fine not exceeding 
fifty dollars. No nomination paper, except for a delegate o 
delegates to a convention, shall be valid in respect to any 
candidate whose written acceptance is not thereon. 

None but enrolled voters of the party represented by a who m»y 
candidate, and voters who are not enrolled in any party, ■«°»'w"- 
shall be entitled to sign the nomination paper of such candi- 
date. No nomination paper shall contiun the name of more Not lo ooDtkia 
than one candidate accept in the case of delegates to the tSSfom"™" 
state convention and members of ward and town committees. ^^J^ 

Section 118. Every nomination paper shall be submitted Nominuion 
on or before five o'clock in the afternoon of the Saturday mSSftwd to 
preceding the day on which it must be filed to the registrars SwS^ Ibe 
of the city or town in which the signers appear to be voters, SSooera."' 
and in Boston to the election commissioners, who shall JJJ'> **"■ i "• 
forthwith certify thereon the number of signatures which i«j. ws 
are names of voters not enrolled in any other party than fa.'' ' 
that represented by the candidate whose name appears in 
the nomination paper both in the city or town and in the 
district for whidi the nomination is made. They need not 
certify a greater number of names than are required to 
make a nomination, with one fifth of such number added 
thereto. Names not certified in the first instance shall not 
thereafter be certified on the same nomination papers. The 
secretary of the commonwealth shall not be required in any 
case to recwve nomination papers for a candidate after re- 
ceiving papers contmning a sufficient number of certified 
names to make a nomination, with one fifth of such number 
added thereto. For the purpose of certifying to the names Redrtnn ud 
on primary nomination papers it shall be the duty of the jiS^SSen » 
board of registrars of voters, in Boston the election com- ^(^^'j^*" 
missioners, to hold meetings on the four Saturdays next ^^l^^ 
preceding the date on which such papers are required to be c»Dea. 
filed with the secretary of the commonwealth, except that 
such meetings shall be held on the two Saturdays next pre- 
ceding the date on which the papers are required to be so 
filed for primaries before special elections. 
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No person shall be a candidate for nomination for more 
than one office for which such nominations are made; hut 
this shall not apply to candidates for membership in politi- 
cal conunittees or del^iations to the state convention. 

Section 119. Nomination papers for use in the nonu- 
nation of candidates to he voted for at state primaries shall 
be pr^>ared and furnished by the secretary of the common- 
wealth, upon request. 

Section 120. All nomination papers of candidates to he 
voted for at state primaries shall be filed with the secretary 
of the commonwealth on or before the fifth Tuesday pre- 
ceding the day of the primaries; except in the case of pri- 
maries before special elections, when nomination papers 
shall be filed on or before the second Tuesday preceding the 
day of the primaries. 

Section 121. If a person nominated to be voted for at a 
state primary dies before the day of the primary, or with- 
draws his name from nomination, or is found to be ineligible, 
the vacancy may be filled, in the case of a candidate for 
nomination, by the state committee, if the candidate is one 
to he voted for by all the voters of the commonwealth; and 
in the case of all other candidates, by the members of the 
ward and town conunittees in the wards and towns com- 
pri^ng the respective districts, and in the case of a candi- 
date for election, by the said ward and town committees: 
pnmded, however, that the death, withdrawal or ineligibility 
of a candidate for nomination shall not be treated as creat- 
ing a vacancy to be filled unless by reason of such vacancy 
there would be no candidate for the party nomination for 
the office. 

Section 122. In cases of withdrawal nominations to fill 
vacancies shall be filed with the secretary of the common- 
wealth within seventy-two week-day hours succeeding five 
o'clock in the afternoon of the last day for filing withdrawals. 

They shall be open to objections in the same manner, so 
iar as practicable, as other nominations. 

No vacancy caused by withdrawal shall be filled before 
the withdrawal has been filed. 

Section 123. No ballots cast at a state primary shall be 
counted until the close of the polls. 

Section 124. Upon the receipt of the records of votes 
cast at state primaries the city or town clerk or election 
commissioners shall forthwith canvass the same and make 
return of the votes for candidates for nomination for state 
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offices, and for election as members of the state conmuttee, 
to the secretary of the ^mmonwealth, who shall forthwith 
canvass such returns, determine the results thereof, notify 
the successful candidates, and certify to the state committed 
the names of the persons nominated for state offices and 
elected as members of the state committees. 

Said clerks or commissioners shall detennine the results petermiiu 
of the vote for delegates to the state conventions and mem- oi ti 
bers of ward and town committees, issue proper certificates f' 
thereof to the successful candidates, and notify the chair- ~ 
men of the city and town committees of the respective parties. 

Sectiom 125. In case of a tie vote for any candidate for Tte mte for 
nomination for an office to be filled by all the voters of the "minatiSi'?™ 
commonwealth the vacancy shall be filled by the state fin™b!?5i 
committee. vM^i^"'to 

In case of a tie vote for any other candidate for nomina- }*^'*^ 
tion the vacancy shall be filled by the members of the ward wii.'iw, j n. 
and town committees in the wards and towns comprising other^dl- 
the districts for which the nominations are to be made. If ^JJi,^n 
there is a tie vote for delegates to a convention, or a place vBOMoy. eti. 
unfilled in a delegation, or a vacancy occasioned by in- ™™uSm, 
ability or neglect of a delegate elected to attend a conven- i^„^ ew. 
tion, such vacancies shall be filled only by vote of the re- 
maining members of the delegation at a meeting called for 
the purpose. Such meeting shall choose a chairman and 
secretary, and the secretary shall notify the secretary of 
the convention of the action taken relative to such vacancy, 
except that, if only one delegate or two delegates were to be 
elected, the delegate or the remaining delegate, as the case 
may be, shall fill such vacancy and notify the secretary of 
the convention of such action. 

If there b a tie vote for members of a ward or town com- tib vote for 
mittee, the members elected shall fill the vacancy. S?S^t»^,' 

If a majority of a delegation, or of a ward or town com- ^" 
mittee, is not elected the vacancy shall be filled by the amajority ot a 
ward or town committees. oommu'^'^ 

All vacancies caused by ties shall be filled only by the J^''"'*^' 
choice of one of the candidates receiving the tie vote. ^XS^ f 

Section 126. A political party may, upon the call of tow fiiiJL 
its state committee, but not earlier than one week nor later ^oorn'of 
than two weeks, after the holding of the primaries, hold a J^^,^; 
state convention for the purpose of adopting a platform, «". ' ' 
electing such number of members at large of the state com- im, 2a'. 
mittee as may be fixed by the state committee, nominating 
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presidential electors, and for such other purposes not incon- 
^stent with this act as the state committee or the conven- 
tion may detennine. Such convention shall con^st of the 
del^ates elected at the state primary (in number not less 
than one (or each ward and town), the members of the state 
committee, the United States senators from Massachusetts 
who are members of the party, the nominees of the party 
for all offices to be filled at tiie state election, and in years 
in which no elections are held for such offices, the incum- 
bents of those offices who are members of the party. 
gU";^^;^ Section 127. The secretary of the commonwealth may 
wmiuimay employ such temporary clerical assistance as he may deem 
|™ry*'oie^ necessary to carry out the provisions of this act relative to 
mi^MoTi ifl. primaries: provided, however, that the provisions of chapter 
Proviso, nineteen of the Revised Laws and the dvil service lides 

made thereunder shall not apply to such employment. 

Prorlslona applring to City and Town PrlmariM. 

Section 128. All primaries of political and municipal 
parties for the nomination of candidates to he voted for at 
city and town elections in cities, and in towns using official 
ballots, which vote that primaries shall be held therein, shall 
be conducted In general accordance with the provisions of 
law concerning primaries. 

Section 129. In any dty or town which has adopted the 
provisions of law for nominating by primaries, th» following 
question shall be put on the official ballot at any city elec- 
tion or annual town meeting on petition of five per cent of 
the voters re^stered at tiie time of the preceding dty elec- 
tion or annual town meeting, filed with the city or town 
clerk on or before the last day of filing nomination papers : 
— "Shall primaries for the nomination of candidates to be 
voted for at dty (or town) elections continue to be held in 
this city (or town)?" In any dty or town not nominating 
by primaries the following question may, by similar peti- 
tion, be put on the ballot at tiie next dty election or annual 
town meeting: — "Shall primaries for the nomination of 
candidates to be voted for at city (or town) elections he 
held in this dty (or town)?" In the event of an affirmative 
or negative vote on these questions, such primaries shall or 
shall not thereafter be held accordingly. 

Clerks of cities or towns which vote to hold primaries or 
to resdnd such action shall forthwith notify the secretary 
of the commonwealth of such vote. 
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Section 130. Notices of intention to paitidpate in pri- ^SilS^to 
maries shall be furnished by the city and town committees pv**^**** i" 
of such political and municipal parties as are entitled to and fi^SS. 
desire to partiopate therein not less than twenty-two days i i«<i. ' 
prior to the day on which the primaries are to be held, to 
the dty clerk in dties or the town clerk in towns. 

Section 131. The dty or town shall provide, and the aunk namins- 
dty or town clerk shall seasonably prepare, blank nomina- u'be'?^ 
tion papers for use in the nomination of candidates to be I^j^' 
voted for at dty or town primaries. Such papers shall state ' "*■ 
the place where, and the day and hour prior to which, signed 
nomination papers shall be filed. 

Section 132. Nominations of candidates for elective Nomiw 
offices, to be voted for at a primary, shall be made by nomi- ^miu 
nation papers, as hereinafter provided. Such nominations fS^^ 
shall be made on the blank nomination papers prepared in > '^- 
accordance with the preceding section; and no nomination 
paper offered for filing shall be received or shall be valid to 
w)uch is attached any card, paper or other device contMn- 
ing the name of a candidate, his written acceptance, or the 
^gnature of any voter required by this section. Such papers s 
shall be ^gned in person by at least five voters of the ward *^' 
or town- in which the primary is to be held, who shall add 
to their signatures the street and number, if any, of their 
residences. Such papers for a district composed of more 
than one ward shall be signed by a number of voters equal 
in the aggregate to not less than five voters for each ward 
in said district. Nomination papers shall not contain a 
larger number of names of candidates than there are per- 
sons to be elected. No nomination paper shall be valid in Amptsnca. 
respect to any candidate whose written acceptance is not 
thereon. No vacancy caused by the death, withdrawal or 
ineli^bility of any candidate shall be filled, unless the per- 
son entitled to fill such vacancy files the written acceptance 
of the candidate who is nominated to fill the vacancy. 

Section 133. Every nomination paper shall state, in NominMion 
addition to the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, S'^STew^" 
with street and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for which Jf'Jjo'Jji 
he is nominated, (3) the political or municipal party which "n. sw. t '■ 
he represents, and the paper may state, in not more than 
dght words, the occupation of the candidate, the public 
offices which he has held, or that he is a candidate for renom- 
ination, provided he is at the time an incumbent of the 
office for which he seeks renomination for another term, 
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but not otherwise. Every voter who signs sudi paper shall 
sign it in person, with his full surname, his Christian name, 
and the initial of every other name which he may have, and 
shall state his residence of the previous first day of April, 
as well as the place where he is then living, with the street 
and number thereof; but any voter who is prevented by 
physical disability from writing, or who had the ri(^t to 
vote on the first day of May in the year e^teen hundred 
and fifty-seven, may authorize some person to write his 
name and residence in bis presence; and every voter may 
^gn as many nomination papers for each office to be filled 
as there are persons to be nominated for or elected thereto, 
and no more. 

Such paper shall also contun the statement that the 
^gners thereof are members of the party represented by the 
candidate and are entitled to vote in the caucuses or primaries 
of that party; and whoever knowingly subscribe falsdy 
to a statement on a nomination paper shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than five days or by a fine 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Section 134. All nomination papas of candidates to 
be voted for at city or town primaries shall be filed with 
the dty or town clerk not less than ten week days previous 
to the day on which the primary is to be held for whidi 
the nominations are made. Every such nomination paper 
shall be submitted at or b^ore five o'clock in the afternoon 
of the Saturday preceding the day on which it must be filed 
to the registrars of the city or town in which the signers 
appear to be voters, and the registrars shall forthwith certify 
thereon a number of signatures which are names of voters 
not enrolled in any other party than that represented by 
the candidate whose name appears in the nomination papers 
both in the city or town and in the district for whidi the 
nomination is made. They need not certify a greater 
number of names than are required to make a nomination 
with one fifth of such number added thereto. Names not 
certified in the first instance shall not thereafter be certified 
on the same nomination papers. The city or town clerk 
shall not be required, in any case, to receive nomination 
papers for a candidate after recdving papers containing a 
sufficient number of certified names to make a nomination, 
with one fifth of such number added thereto. 

Section 135. In case of a vacancy caused by the death, 
withdrawal or ineUgibility of a candidate, the person who 
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filed the nomination paper placing such candidate in nonuna- 
tion may fill the vacancy by presenting a new name on a 
nomination paper signed by himself with his own hand. 
If such vacancy was caused by withdrawal the nomination 
paper shall be filed within twenty-four week-day hours 
succeeding five o'clock of the last day for making withdrawals. 

Section 136. The poUs at every such primary shall be poik w be 
open during such hours, not less than nine in cities or four SS^o'Si^ 
in towns, as may be designated by the aldermen of dties, I'^Jj.*"'- 
and the selectmen of towns. 

Section 137. City clerks in dties, and town clerks in cuivw of 
towns, shall canvass the returns of votes, determine the iSHi^lta. 
results, and issue proper certificates thereof to the successful {"JJa.""' 
candidates. 

Prorlsiou q^plTing to PrMld«ntlil Prlmarin. 

Section 138. In any year in which candidates for D»h«M« to 
presidential electors are to be elected, the election of delegates mS^"'ba 
and of alternate delegates to national conventions of political tS^pV^ity 
parties shall be by direct plurahty vote in primaries. 'mt'sst i 

The munber of district delegates and ^e number of dis- Numb«'tD bs 
trict alternate delegates, not less than one from each con- S^^SJS"* 
gressional district, and the number of delegates and alternate 
delegates at lai^, shall be fixed by the state committee. 
Notice of the number of delegates to be elected shall be given noUm to ba 
to the secretary of the commonwealth on or before the third ul^VthT^ 
Wednesday in March by the state committee of each poUtical ^3^"** 
party which intends to participate in such primaries. 

Section 139. In cities and towns where the question NotjoBot 
of holding primaries by wards, precincts or groups of pre- ^h^S™*"" 
cincts is determined by the aldermen or selectmen, notice S^S^pli'' 
of such determination shall be given to the secretary of SSSL'!^ 
the commonwealth by the aldermen or selectmen on or ^nou to 
before the third Wednesday in Mftrch. ■ecmaiyof 

Section 140. In primaries at which delegates to national wedSi?™'^ 
conventions of political parties are elected, the secretary ™^;,^^^ 
of the commonwealth shall cause to be placed first upon for p™ident 
the ballots of such political party the names of candidates prMideniot 
for the nomination by such political party for the office of mStii'w^ 
president of the United States and of vice president of the ^^ "'"'' 
United States, arranged, under separate headings for each ""■ "*• ' *• 
office, alphabetically according to their surnames, and each 
voter may express his preference for such candidates in the 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



52 CAUCUSES. 

same manner as in voting for candidates for state offices to 

be voted for by all the voters of the conmionwealth. 

NimiDUHHH fpjjg nomination of candidates for nomination for the 

p2S^?M<' office of president of the United States and of vice president 

of the United States shall be made by nomination papers 

as in the case of offices to be filled by all the voters of the 

commonwealth. 

^jj^«"' Upon the receipt of the records of votes cast at pre»dential 

^j^S^eto. P""**"^ th* <^ty or town clerk or election commissioners 

shall forthwith canvass the same and make return thereof 

to the secretary of the commonwealth, who shall forthwith 

canvass such returns for delegates, determine the results 

thereof, and notify the successful candidates. 

StSJ^Tf""' "^^ votes cast for preference shall be returned and can- 

^^fwp"'- vassed in the same manner as in the case of votes for state 

offices to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, 

and the secretary of the commonwealth shall forthwith 

certify the result to the state committees of the respective 

political parties. 

defeS^i°to Section 141. In case of a vacancy caused by the death, 

m'^SSfn withdrawal or ineligibility of a candidate for delegate to 

how fitted. a national convention the vacancy may be filled in such 

manner as may be provided on the nomination paper placing 

Provao. such Candidate in nomination: provided, however, that such 

provision is clearly stated on such paper before the signature 

of any voter is entered thereon. When no such provision 

is made the remaining candidate or candidates nominated 

by the same nomination paper may fill the vacancy. In the 

case of a withdrawal, such vacancy must be filled by filing 

in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth, within 

seventy-two week-day hours succeeding five o'clock in the 

afternoon of the last day for filing withdrawals, a statement 

in writing signed by the person or persons authorized to fill 

the vacancy giving the name and residence of the candidate 

nominated accompanied by the written acceptance of such 

candidate. 

^k^cTSw Section 142. The provisions of law relating to primaries 

1012^^1 { 4, i^ot inconsistent with the three preceding sections shall 

apply to presidential primaries so far as is practicable. 

FroTiilons applying to All GaueusM of PoUtiCKl Parttei. 

b^heJdbr**^ Section 143. If in a city, except Boston, or town wherein 
arou^oi °' elections are held by precincts, the city or town committee of 
«™ilf^ii. filthier of the two leading political parties shall file with the 
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aldermen or selectmen, at least two weeks prior to the time imt, am, i vr. 

of holding its caucuses, a notice that such party desires ^'"■^™- 

to hold its caucuses by precincts, or by groups of precincts 

in any ward, the aldermen or selectmen shall furnish a polling 

place in each precinct for the use of such party, as provided 

in section one hundred and sixty-one, and the caucuses 

of such party shall be held accordingly. 

Section 144. Caucuses relative to a special election Cauoim 
shall be held at such time and place and subject to such upsq^'deo- 
reasonable notice as the political conmiittee whose duty {{^'bjo, f ». 
it is to provide for holding the same may determine. Calls 
therefor shall be issued by the chwrman and secretary of 
said political committee. 

Section 145. Every caucus of a political party shall Siu^J^'^. 
be called by a written or printed notice. No caucus or i'%,''°' 
meeting of a political party not so called shall be recognized 
as valid under this title. It shall be the duty of the presiding 
officer at a caucus to open such caucus at the hour appointed 
therefor in the notice thereof. 

Section 146, Notices of caucuses shall apply to all JiS.uSL'w 
members of the political party calling them, and to them ^^'I,?^"' 
only. No person having voted in the caucus of one pohtical political party 
party shall be entitied to vote or take part in the caucus Btn.°* "" 
of another political party within the ensuing twelve months. J'loi,"''' 
Except that voting or taking part in the caucuses of any 
municipal party by any voter shall not affect his legal right 
to vote or to take part in the caucuses of any other political 
party, for any other election; and having voted or taken 
part in the caucuses of another political party for any pre- 
vious election, shall not affect his right to vote or take part 
in the caucuses of any municipal party. No voter shall JSj^i^ 
be prevented from votir^ or participating in any caucus 
if he takes the followir^ oath which shall be administered 
to him by the presiding officer of the cauctis: 

You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a registered voter Form ot oath. 
in this ward (or town) and have the legal right to vote in this caucus; 
that you are a member of the political party holding the same, and 
intend to vote for ita cani^dates at the polls at the election next 
ensuing; and that you have not t&ken part or voted in the caucus of 
any other pditical party for twelve months last past. 

Such voter may be challenged like any other voter. Any Po™™ vhrn 
person whose right to vote b challenged for any cause recog- 1?"-^ "" 
nized by law shall not be permitted to vote until he has ^ 
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taken the foregoing oath; and the desk or secretary of the 
caucus shall make a record of the admimstraljon of said 
oath to every person who takes the same, which record 
shall state whether or not sud po^on voted. Stud record 
shall be returned with the proceedings of said caucus and 
shall be prima facie evidence in any court that such person 
took said oath and voted in s^d caucus. 

Section 147. In balloting, the voting lists furnished 
under the provisions of section sixty-seven shall be used 
as check lists and no person shall be entitied to vote or to 
take part in a caucus whose name does not appear upon 
said lists. 

Section 148. The persons recaving the highest number 
of votes in a caucus shall be declared elected or nominated. 

If there is a tie vote for caucus officers, the caucus officers 
elected shall Sll the vacancy. 

If a majority of caucus officers is not elected, or there 
is a tie vote for candidates for an elective office, the caucus 
shall at once proceed to another ballot unless some one 
present entitled to vote objects; in which case the caucus 
shall adjourn to any subsequent day. The hour and place 
shall, if practicable, be the same as that named in the call. 

Section 149. The presiding officer and secretary or 
clerk of each caucus shall within three week days after its 
final adjournment deliver or send to each caucus officer 
a certificate of his election, and to each candidate for an 
elective office a notice of his nomination. 

Section 150. Returns of all caucuses of political parties 
at which are made any direct nominations for a district 
compri^ng more than one ward, or where caucuses are held 
in one prednct or by groups of predncts in any ward, shall 
be made according to the provisions of section one hundred 
and seventy-nine. The registrars of voters shall canvass 
said returns and determine the results thereof. Recounts 
of ballots shall be made as provided in section one hundred 
and eighty-one. 

S^l3*di"r«t Section 151. If there is a tie vote for any candidate 
w'mw"' ^^ * political party nominated directly for any office, for 
1907, BM, i 106, a district comprising more than one ward, the vacapty 
shall be filled by a regulariy elected general or executive 
committee representing the election district in which such 
vote has been cast, but the vacancy shall be filled only by 
the choice of one of the candidates receiving such tie vote. 
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ProTltlons applyiiMr to Gaucufw of Political FutiM tt which 
Offldal Ballots are not uB«d. 

Section 152. At least two weeks prior to the date on Foiiinc pu«s 
viiich caucuses are to be held, the chfurman or secretary {^tb^,*^. 
of the cdty or town committee shall notify the aldermen I'JJb."*'' 
or the selectmen respectively of such date, and said alder- 
men or selectmen shall, at tiie expense of the dty or town, 
provide polling places for s^d caucuses, in case of a dty, 
not less than one for each ward; and shfjl, at least ten days 
prior to the date of said caucus, ^ve said chmrman or secre- 
tary notice of the places so provided. 

Section 153. Notice of caucuses, signed by the chairman vonaa at 
and secretary, shall be issued by each city and town com- Sw^mb.' 
mittee not less than seven days prior to the day on which ' "*■ 
they are to be held. The notices shall state the place where, 
and the day and hour when, the several caucuses are to be 
held. They shall be conspicuously posted in at least five 
places on the highways or streets, and if practicable, in 
every post office in the dty or town, or shall be pubhshed 
at least twice in one or more local newspapers, if there are 
any. The hour fixed for calling the caucus to order shall 
not be later than eight o'clock in the evening. The notice 
shall designate by name or office the person who shall call 
such caucus to order, and he shall preside until a chairman 
is chosen. If he is absent at the time appointed, any member 
of the ward or town committee present shall call tiie caucus 
to order and preade until a chairman is chosen. The first nnrtbotfnB^ 
business in order shall be the choice of a chmrman, a secre- 
tary and such other officers as the meeting may determine. 
No person shall serve as a caucus officer at any caucus in dm^n pow 
which he is a candidate for a nonunation to an elective office. ^^ *" 

Section 154. A ballot shall be taken for the choice of ^i^"^™" 
any candidate, to be- selected by such caucus, and the polls taken, bm. 
shall be kept open at least thirty minutes. i ji6. 

Section 155. The secretary of each caucus shall forth- ^^'■|if"'„ 
with, after the ballots cast therein have been counted, trans- ba transmitted 
mit the said ballots and the check list used at the caucus ^ca!' " """" 
to the city or town clerk, as the case may be, who shall pre- {"ui.""' 
serve them for ten days. If during said time ten voters B»uou,et<j., 
entitled to vote in said caucus shall file with said derk a wrvef^eto. 
written request so to do, he shall preserve the ballots and 
voting lists for three months, and shall produce the same 
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if required by any court of justice having jurisdiction or 
authority over the same. 
mn'St.^iMn., ^ withio three week days after any caucus a person who 
™l2!w^m ^^^ received votes thereat for nominatioD or election to any 
^^deii^ office, shall file a statement in writing with the said clerk, 
claming an election or nomination or declaring an intention 
to contest the election or nomination of any other person, 
the clerk shall preserve the ballots for such nomination or 
office until the clum or contest has been finally determined. 
b^^"^ The clerk shall inmiediately give notice in writing to the 

persons affected and to the diairman and secretary of the 
caucus, fixing a time within twenty-four hours thereafter 
and a place at which said ballots will be recounted. The 
chairman and secretary of the caucus shall, at said time 
and place, recount said ballots and determine the questions 
raised. Each candidate affected may be present during 
such recount, or may be represented by an agent appointed 
by him in writing. If it shall appear upon a recount that 
persons were nominated or elected other than those declared 
to have been nominated or elected, certificates of such change 
shall be made as in the case of the original certificate. 

ProTislonB applyins to Caucuiw of Political Parti«s at which 
Official Balloti are UMd. 
of^a^^^at Section 156. All caucuses for the election of caucus 
bsliSM m"^ officers, or for the nomination of candidates for any city 
isOTsw "^ town office in any city or town held by a pohtical party 

1 112. ' which has adopted the provisions of law for the use of official 

ballots shall be called and held as her^nafter provided. 

™uSi!5«°fM Section 157. Any city or town committee shall, at the 

pmpowof written request of 6ty voters, members of its party, call 

^^%^o[ caucuses of said party to determine by ballot whether the 

Mffl^BM,' provisions of law for the use of official ballots shall be 

' '"■ adopted. The notice of sjud caucus shall state the purpose 

for which it is called, the place, the day and the hour, not 

earlier than six o'clock and not later than half-past seven 

o'clock in the evening, of holding said caucus. It shall be 

issued at least seven days prior to the day named therefor, 

and shall be published at least twice in one or more 

local newspapers, if there are any, and shall be posted in 

at least five pubhc places in each ward or town. The poUs 

shall be kept open at least one hour. If said caucuses shall 

vote to adopt sfud provisions, all caucuses of said political 
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party in said dty or town shall thereafter be called and 
conducted accordingly. 

Section 158. A political party in a rity or town which Js^^°" 
has accepted said special provisions may, not less than one {jj?"^ **"■ 
year after the date of the caucus wherein such provisions i U4. ' 
were adopted, revoke such action at a caucus <^ed and 
held in the manner provided in the preceding section. Upon ndUm of 
the adoption of said provisions or upon the revocation of Sj^ *" "" 
such adoption, the secretary of the city or town conunittee 
of such political party shall, within ten days thereafter, file 
with the secretary of the commonwealth and with the clerk 
of the city or town and the secretary of the state committee 
of the political party so voting, a notice thereof. 

Section 159. All such caucuses of a political party for cert^o 
the choice of candidates for a city or town election, except tiSdoTJ^ 
caucuses relating to a special election, shall be held on the fj^; «o, 
same day in each city and town. The dty or town com- ' "*- 
mittee shall fix the days for holding all caucuses mentioned mmi^ttw to 
in this section, and all calls for the same shall be issued by ^ '*'*™" ""■ 
its chMrman and secretary. 

No two political parties shall hold their caucuses on the Puty smt 
same day. The party first filing a copy of the call for a Sf?o"t£dio 
caucus with the city or town derk, shall be entitled to pre- p™™"*™"- 
cedence as to the day so fixed. 

Section 160. Notice of caucuses in said dties or towns smwoi 
shall state the place where and the day and hour when nomi- ^^^^inrtain 
nation papers shall be issued; the place where and the jj^*^- 
earliest day and hour when such nomination papers may j*^^"^ 
be filed, which time shall be not less than twenty-four week- 
day hours succeeding three o 'dock of the day fixed for issuing 
such papers; the place where and the day and hour prior 
to which such nomination papers shall be Sied; and the day 
on which the several caucuses will be held, and shall be issued 
not less than eighteen days prior thereto. 

Section 161. At least two weeks prior to the day named J^"'^gJ'~'' 
for a caucus, the chairman or secretary of the dty or town KS^I^- 
committee shall give notice of such date to the aldermen or i nr. 
to the sdectmen, who shall, at least ten days prior to such 
date, notify the dty or town committee of the places selected 
for holding the caucuses, and shall, at the expense of the 
city or town, provide polling places, in a dty not less than 
one for each ward, and in dties and towns where elections 
or caucuses are held in voting precincts, one in each of such 
predncts, as the dty or town committee shall designate, 
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but not less than one ior each ward, and furnisli them with 
Lootlts, registering ballot boxes, guard rails and the like, as 
they are arranged for state elections, also postage for mail- 
ing credentials and notices or certificates of nomination and 
election. 
^^'^J*' If twenty-five voters of a ward or of a town shall request 

w^iw^mon jn writing at least twelve days before any caucus of the 
oBrtain «». political party to which they belong, the aldermen or select- 
men shall so arrange the polling place of such ward or town 
as to allow voting to proceed in two or more hnes at the 
caucus. 
^^ wS Section 162. At least seven days prior to the day named 

Kd l^li™'^ for a caucus, the city or town committee shall issue a notice 
ominiitt**, that such CEUCUS Will be held, stating the place, the day and 
iDOT.uo, the hour of holding the same. The hour shall not be earlier 

than two o'clock in the afternoon nor later than half-past 
seven o 'clock in the evening. Notices relative to the filing 
of nomination papers or for caucuses shall be published at 
least twice in one or more local newspapers if there are any. 
S!!l^™ Section 163. The dty or town sh^ provide, and the 

city or town clerk shall seasonably prepare, for each political 
party, blank nomination papers for use in the different 
wards of the dty or in the town. Such papers shall state 
the place where, and the day and hour prior to whic^, signed 
nomination papers shall be filed. Oa the back of each, 
sections one hundred and sixty-four to one hundred and 
seventy, inclusive, shall be printed. They shall be delivered 
to the chairman or secretary of the political committee for 
whose use they have been prepared, and to no other person. 
Section 164. Nominations of ctmdidates for elective dty 
or town offices and for caucus officers to be voted for at a 
shaU be made by nomination papers, as herdnafter 
provided. Such nominations shall be made on the blank 
nomination papers prepared and delivered in accordance 
with the preceding section; and no nomination paper offered 
for filing shall be received or shall be valid to which b 
attached any card, paper or other device contmning the 
name of a candidate, his written acceptance, or the ^gnature 
of any voter required by this section. Such papers shall be 
signed in person by at least five voters of the ward or 
town in which the caucus is to be held, who shall be members 
of the political party holding the caucus, and who shall add 
to their signatures the- street and number, if any, of their 
residences. Such papers for a district composed of more 
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than one ward shall he signed by a number of voters eqttal 

in the aggregate to not less than five voters for each ward 

in said district. Nomination papers shall not contain a 

larger number of names of candidates than there are persons 

to be elected. No nomination paper shall be vaUd in respect i^pudm io 

to any candidate whose written acceptance is not thereon, tun iwp«n. 

No vacancy caused by the death, witiidrawal or ineUgibility "°' 

of any of the above candidates shall be filled in the manner 

provided by law, unless the person entitled to fill such 

vacancy files the written acceptance of the candidate who 

b nominated to fill the vacancy. 

Section 165. The nonunation paper for an elective office cwtain 
shall give the name of the candidate, the street and number, ISS^S^o 
if any, of his re^dence, and may, in not more than eight J^SSktowS i« 
words, state his occupation, the public offices he has held ^^"^ 
or that he is a candidate for renomination, provided that ivfi. sao, 
he is at the time an incumbent of the office for which he im,m. 
seeks renomination for another term, but not otherwise. 

The nomination paper of a candidate for a caucus office candidst« 
shall state the street and number, if any, of his residence. fffi^^ltl 

SixmoN 166. All nomiuation pap^s shall be sealed up Nomiuticm 
and filed in the office of the secretary of the city or town SS^up^ 
coDunittee not less than ten week days previous to the day ^^,^^ 
on which the caucus is to be held for which the nominations ^f^i^- 
are made, and the secretary shall indorse upon them the f im- 
time at which they are received by him. They shall not T^^^S^ 
be opened until the time for their filing has expired, when 
the secretary, at his office, shall publicly open them and 
pubUcly announce the nominations therein mode. 

Section 167. The secretary of the city or town com- ComoWonoi 
mittee shall immediately give notice to the person filing the ^"'m^' 
nomination paper of any error, irregularity or informality ' '^' 
appearing therein, and such person may, within two week 
days after the time when the nomination papers were opened, 
correct the same, or said secretary may make such correction. 

Section 168. If, in a dty, nomination papers placing prooesd 
persons in nomination for all the offices to be filled at a S^tTi 
caucus in any ward are not filed, the secretary of the dty Sot.'6« 
committee shall forthwith notify the chairman or secretary ' '"■ 
of the committee of such ward, who shall forthwith call a warduo 
meeting of said committee, which may nominate candidates ^^^ 
for all offices for which nomination papers have not been 
filed, and shall immediately file with the secretary of the 
dty committee nomination papers signed by all the members 
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of the cotmnittee who agree to the nondnatjona therein 
made. In case of dis^reement two sets of such nomination 
papers may be filed. If, at the expiration of two week days 
after the time at which nomination papers were opened, 
proper nomination papers have not been filed for all the 
offices to be filled, or upon any vacancy caused by death or 
otherwise, except a withdrawal, the chfurman and secretary 
of the city committee may file nomination papers for such 
offices or vacancies. 

Section 169. If, in a town, nomination papers pladng 
persons in nomination for all the offices to be filled at a 
caucus are not filed, or upon a vacancy by death or other- 
wise, except a withdrawal, the cbsinnan or secretary of the 
town committee shall forthwith call a meeting of said com- 
mittee, which shall have all the powers relative to the nomi- 
nation of candidates conferred in the preceding section upoB 
a ward committee and the chairman and secretary of a city 
committee. 

Section 170. A person who is nominated by a nomina^ 
tion paper may, within forty-eight week-day hom-s succeed- 
ing five o'clock of the day fixed for opening nomination 
papers, withdraw his name from nomination by a request 
in writing signed by him with his own hand and filed with the 
secretary of the city or town committee. Thereupon, the 
secretary shall immediately give notice of such withdrawal 
and of the provisions of this section to the person who filed 
such nomination paper, and such person may, within twenty- 
four week-day hours succeeding five o'clock of the last day 
fixed for m^ng withdrawals, present a new name on a 
nomination paper signed by himself with his own hand; 
otherwise the chairman and secretary of the city or town 
committee may file nomination papers for the vacancy. If 
at any time subsequent to the expiration of the time for 
filling vacancies it shall appear that a vacancy has been 
created by death, the chairman of the <rity or town com- 
mittee may file with" the city or town clerk a new name to fill 
such vacancy; and if the time is sufficient therefor the new 
name shall be printed upon the official ballot. 

Section 171. Not less than seven week days before the 
day upon which the caucuses are to be held and before five 
o'dock in the afternoon of the last day, the secretary of 
each city or town committee shall deliver to the city or 
town clerk thi nomination papers filed with him. 
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Section 172. If an error or informaJity is found in any a 
nomination paper, it shall be forthwith returned to the i» 
secretary of the committee by whom it was filed, for cor- * 
rection; and if it is not corrected and ^ain filed before five 
o'clock in the afternoon of the day following its return to said 
secretary, it shall be void. 

Section 173. Objections to nomination papers, and all ^ 
other questions relating thereto, shall be con^dered in cities P" 
by the board of r^strars, the city clerk and the city solicitor; »« 
and in towns by tiie board of registrars. i' 

Section 174. Ballots for each political and munidpal g 
party, ballot boxes, voting lists, specimen ballots, blank vi 
forms and apparatus, seals and record books, shall be provided le 
and treated in accordance with the provisions of sections one " 
hundred and four to one hundred and nine inclusive, so far 
as is applicable, except as follows: The chairman and secre- n 
tary of the city or town committee may determine the ^ 
number of ballots to be provided for each ward or town, not 
exceeding one for each voter therein. If they fail so to do, 
the dty or town clerk shall determine the number. 

Section 175. On the back and outside of each ballot fc 
when folded shall be printed the words "Official ballot of m< 
the (here shall be inserted the party name) ", followed by |* 
the number of the precinct and ward or the name of the 
town for which the ballot is prepared, the date of the caucus 
and a facsimile of the signature of the secretary of the political 
committee. 

Ballots shall be printed on white paper. 

Names of candidates for caucus officers shall be arranged 
in groups m the order in which they are filed. 

Against the name of a candidate for an elective or caucus 
office shall be printed the street and number, if any, of his 
residence. 

A star ( * ) against a name shall indicate that a person 
is a candidate for re-election. 

Section 176. Caucuses, except as herein otherwise pro- ct 
vided, shall be held in general accordance with the pro- J^ 
visions of law for the conduct of elections and the manner }* 
of voting thereat. 

Section 177. The order of business shall be as follows; — or 

First, Any necessary preliminary business. \^ 

Second, Balloting until half-past eight o'clock in the i ' 
evening, whoi the polls shall be closed unless the caucus 
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shall vote to keep them open until a later hour; but every 
voter 'waiting in line at the hour for closing the polls shall 
be allowed to vote. 

Third, After the polls have been closed, any other business 
which b properly before the caucus. 

Section 178. If the right of a person offering to vote 

}^a^' '^ challenged for any legal cause, the presiding officer shall 

require him, or some one in his behalF, to write his name 

and residence on the outside of the ballot offered, and before 

it is received the presiding officer shall add thereto the name 

of the person challenging and the cause alleged for the 

challenge; but no caucus officer shall receive any ballot 

which by law he is required to refuse. No officer or other 

person shall give any information in regard to a ballot 

cast by a challenged voter unless required by law so to do. 

£|^^ Section 179. Immediately after the polls have been 

1%.**°' declared closed, but not before, the ballots shall be counted 

in full view of the voters. When they have been coimted 

and the result has been ascertained, the presiding officer 

shall make public announcement thereof in open meeting, 

and the clerk shall, in open meeting, enter in words at length 

in the record book, the total number of names checked on 

the voting list, the total number of ballots cast, the names of 

all persons voted for, the number of votes for each person, 

and the title of the office for which he was a candidate. 

^^^^S. The clerk shall forthwith make a copy of said record, certify 

^^ j^ and seal the same, and transmit it to the city or town clerk. 

He shall then, before the adjournment of the caucus, and 

hi the presence of those who counted the same, seal up all 

ballots cast, with the voting lists used, and a statement 

of any challenge which may have been made. 

S^Sd"i»? The warden and clerk shall indorse upon such package 

5w°"w™'° ^^ name of the political party holding the caucus, its date, 

iiiBrk, etc. itg purpose, and, if in a city, for what ward the ballots were 

cast. The warden shall forthwith transmit, by the officer 

detailed to attend the caucus, to the city or town clerk, 

the ballots cast, the voting lists, the ballot boxes, the ballot 

box seals, the counting apparatus, the copy of the records, 

and the record book. 

?J^^j,^^ The city or town clerk shall safely keep such sealed 

W*rSo. packages for ten days. If within said time ten voters 

entitled to vote in said caucus file with them a written 

request so to do, they shall preserve said ballots and voting 

lists for three months and shall produce them if required 



DiQitized^^yGOO^Ie 



'^r^^f^^ 



CAUCUSES. 6S 

by any court having jurisdiction or authority over the 
same. 

Section 180. The dty ot town clerk, upon written Cmtifod oopy 
application; signed by at least ten voters of a ward or town, w ^^^Id" 
for a copy of a list as checked, may open the envelope con- KSdi'£d. 
taining the voting list used at any caucus in such ward or J*^.^' 
town and shall furnish to them a certified copy thereof as 
diecl«d. 

Section 181. If before five o'clock in the afternoon n«oauatof 
of the second day next succeeding the day of any caucus, isoi^^ 
ten or more voters of any town or ward ^all sign, adding imf'uo, ( 2. 
thereto their respective residences on the firat day of April 
of that year, and file with the city or town clerk, a statement 
under oath that the records and returns made by the caucus 
officers of such town ot ward are erroneous, specifying the 
error, or that challenged votes were cast by persons not 
entitled to vote therein, said city or town clerk shall forth- 
with transmit such statement to the r^istrars of voters 
with the sealed package containing the ballots and voting 
lists, and said registrars shall give notice in writing to the 
person affected, fixing a place and time, as eariy as may 
be, at which said ballots will be recounted and at such place 
and time ^all open the packages containing the ballots 
and voting lists and recount said ballots and determine the 
questions raised, and shall reject any challenged vote cast 
by a person found not to have been entitled to vote; and 
such recount shall stand as the true result of the vote cast 
in such caucus. Each candidate affected may be present 
during such recount, or may be represented by an agent 
appointed by him in writii^. If it shall appear upon a 
recount that persons were nominated or elected other than 
those declared to have been nominated or elected, certificates 
of such change shall be made as in the case of the original 
certificate. 

Section 182. At the caucus held for the choice of SSlSrlto'"' 
candidates for a city or town election there shall be chosen !*JJ(,**"' 
annually a warden, a clerk, and at least five inspectors, and, uiLm 
in wards having more than five predncts, such additional 
inspectors as the city committee of the political party whose • 

caucuses are to be held may determine. They shall be 
voters of the ward or town in which they are elected and mem- 
bers of the political party whose caucus is to be held. No Certun 
person shall be eli^ble to the position of warden or clerk SESb". StJ. 
or inspector who is a state, county or city employee, or 
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who 13 a member of a ward or town comimttee, and no pers(Kt 
shall serve as a caucus officer at any caucus wherein he is 
aSb"^""'*' * candidate for a nomination to an elective office. Every 
caucus officer shall hold office for one year, heginnit^ wiiji 
the first day of the month succeedii^ his election, and until 
his successor is elected. He shall, before entering upon the 
performance of his duties, be sworn to the faithful perform- 
ance thereof by the warden, clerk, or a justice of the peace, 
and a record of such oath shall be made upon the record 
^"*^**- book of such caucus. The respective duties of caucus 

officers shall be in general the same as are required of election 
officers at elections. 
SSSmSI Section 183. A majority of the caucus officers present 

isOTTSift'^ it * caucus, may fill temporary vacancies and elect additional 
I "1- officers to serve in that caucus only. Such temporary 

officers shall be duly sworn. Permanent vacancies shall 
be filled by a majority vote of all the caucus officers. 
ri'offiMto' Section 184. A city or town committee of a political 
"umJ!' °™ party which has adopted the proviaons of law for the use 
iDOT^Ho. of official ballots shall, at least ten days before holding any 

caucus thereunder, appoint caucus officers in each ward, 
town, or voting precinct in cities and towns where elections 
or caucuses are held in such predncts, to serve at the first 
caucus to be held thereafter. 
fno^Mted Section 185. In a newly incorporated city, or upon a 

l™S^Sio re-division into wards of a city to which the said proviaons 
Imi^sm^ apply, the caucus officers to serve in the first caucuses held 
} }«■ ' in the next succeeding year shall be appointed by the dty 
committee; and at suc^ caucuses the regular caucus offi- 
cers shall be chosen. Where additional polling places are 
provided, after the election of caucus officers, officers to act 
in such polling places shall be appointed by the city com- 
mittee. 

Proriilima applying to Cauousea othar tlian tbon of Political 
PartiM. 
tw^a-in Seciion 186. A caucus of the voters, or of a specified 

S«^ipfM in portion thereof in a ward of a city, or in a town, may be 
J^^^ called and held for the nomination of candidates to be voted 

1*181 ""' '"^ ^^ ^"^ '^''^y election, or at any election of town officers 

for which official ballots are used, or for the selection of 
delegates to a convention, or for the appointment of a com- 
mittee. A like caucus in any representative district may 
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be held for the nomination of a candidate for representative 
in the general court. The proceedings of such caucuses 
shall be invalid unless at least twenty-five voters participate 
and vote therein. Kxcept as provided in this section, no eh^umi to 
caucus or meeting other than those of political parties shall '*™™"*' ' 
be entitled to nominate a candidate whose name shall be 
placed on the official ballot, or to select delegates to a politi- 
cal convention for the nomination of a candidate whose 
name shall be placed on such ballot. 

Section 187, The notice for a caucus under the preced- ^^ °^^ 
ing section shall be written or printed, shall state the place {"JL***- 
where, and the day and hour when, said caucus is to be 
held, shall be issued at least seven days prior thereto, and 
shall be conspicuously posted in at least five places on hnes 
of public travel, and, if practicable, in every post office 
within the city or town, or shall be published at least twice 
in one or more local newspapers. Said notice shall be signed , 
by one or more voters of the ward, town or district for which 
the caucus is called, and shall dedgnate by name or office 
the person who shall call such caucus to order, and he shall 
preside until a chairman is chosen. In his absence, the 
caucus may choose a temporary chairman. The first busi- ^^ '"™' 
ness in order shall be the organization of the caucus by the 
choice of a chairman, a secretary, and such other officers as 
the meeting may require. The persons receiving the high- 
est number of votes shall be declared elected or nominated. 
The caucus may adopt regulations not inconsistent with 
thb act. 

Section 188. Upon the written request of ten or more To mtt, by 
voters present at _a caucus and entitled to vote therein, pre- ^rtH^^""" 
sented by motion or otherwise ia the presiding officer for SSTMbr*" 
the time being, at any time before the choice of the officer • '"■ 
to which it relates, any candidate, delegate or member of 
a political committee, and unless the caucus votes otherwise, 
the chairman of the caucus, shall be elected by ballot. In 
balloting, the voting lists furnished under section sixty- 
seven shall be used as check lists. 

Section 189. The secretary of a caucus held under the Piworrwioi 
provi^ons of the three preceding sections shall, at the request ^,^^^1 
in writing of ten voters entitled to vote in the caucus, pre- ^_ jgj_ 
serve alt ballots cast and voting'lists used ther^n for three ' i<^ 
months, and shall produce the same if required by any 
court, board, convention or other tribunal having juris- 
diction thereof. 
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Section 190. Except as provided in this act, no nomi- 
nations of candidates for public office shall be made and no 
political committee or delegates to conventions shall be 
elected. 

Section 191. No nomination of a candidate to be voted 
for in an electoral district or division containing more than 
one town or more than one ward of a dty, shall be made by 
primaries or caucuses, except where such candidate is to be 
nominated by direct plurality vote. 

Section 192. Each, party may, at primaries, caucuses or 
conventions held in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, make as many nominations of candidates for each office 
as there are persons to be elected thereto, and no more, and 
shall be entitled to have the names of such candidates placed 
upon the official ballot. A party may make a nomination 
for an office to be ffiled by election in the commonwealth, 
or in any district, county, city, town or ward, when at the 
five preceding annual elections it polled in the common- 
wealth, or in such district, county, dty, town or ward, 
respectively, a nxunber of votes for governor eqiuil to the 
number of voters required to nominate by nomination papers 
a candidate for the office so to be filled. 

Such party shall be entitled to have the names of all 
candidates so nominated placed upon the official ballot upon 
filing a certificate of nomination as hereinafter provided. 

Section 193. The nomination of candidates of political 
parties for all offices to be filled at a state election, excepting 
the office of presidential elector, shall be by direct plurality 
vote in primaries, and the candidates of political parties for 
elective city offices to be voted for in two or more wards, 
except in Boston, and in other cities when dty diarters 
provide otherwise, shall be nominated by direct plurality 
vote in primaries or caucuses. 

The persons who in the aggregate of all the ballots cast 
at such primaries or caucuses in each district for the several 
candidates shall receive the highest number of votes shall 
be the candidates nominated. 

No person whose name is not printed on a state primary 
ballot as a candidate for lamination for any office shall be 
entitled to have his name printed on the ballot to be used 
at a state election as a candidate for that office unless he 
files in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth. 
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before the last hour for filing nominations for the ofBce for 
which the candidate is nominated, a written acceptance of 
the nomination. 

Section 194. All proviaiona of law relative to the prep- Cmwda nm- 
aration of nomination papers and ballots, to primaries, tompph'. 
caucuses and elections, to ballots cast at primaries, caucuses i*%. ' 
and elections, to recounts of such ballots, shall, so far as 
they are applicable, apply to caucuses held for direct nomi- 
nations. 

Section 195. No convention to nominate candidates cwiingand 
shall be called for or held on a date earlier than four days conTewtona. 
after the holding of the caucuses for the choice of delegates j isl.*"*' 
thereto, and all such conventions shall be balled for and 
held on a date not later than forty-eight hours prior to the 
hour for filing certificates of nomination as provided in 
section two hundred and three. 

Section 196. The clerk of a city or town wherein cau- ^^™ "^ 
cuses are held by precincts or by groups of precincts in any e^amfc ub- 
one ward, immediately upon receipt of the returns from the loor" V ( iro. 
caucus officers, which ^all be made as provided in section ""' "*' 
one hundred and seventy-nine, shall tabulate and determine 
the results thereof, and issue im>per certificates to the suc- 
cessful candidates. 

Section 197. Every certificate of nominarion shall state ^^^^J^^"? 
such facts as are required by section two hundred and one oonteQU. m- 
and except in cases of direct nomination for a district com- mtw^oe™, 
prising more than one ward, and except where caucuses are it^. seo, i m. 
held in one prednct or by groups of predncts in any ward, ""■ ***■ 
shall be signed by the pre^ding officer and by the secretary 
of the caucus, who shall add to their signatures their resi- 
dences, and shall make oath to the truth thereof. The |K'^^S^„ 
secretary of the caucus shall within the seventy-two hours 
succeeding five o'clock in the afternoon of the day upon 
which the caucus was held and within the time specified 
in section two hundred and three file such certificate as 
hereinafter provided. 

Section 198. Nominations of candidates for any offices Nomination^ 
to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth may be b« of an»- 
made by nomination papers, stating the facts required by iSS? wu, 1 172. 
section two hundred and one and signed in the aggregate ""■"•■» '■ 
by not less than one thousand voters for each candidate. 
Nominations of all other candidates for offices to be filled 
at a state election, and of all candidates for offices to be filled 
at a dty election, except in Boston, and in other dties where 
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^ dty charters provide otherwise, may be made by like nomina- 
tion papers, signed in the aggregate, for each candidate, by 
two voters for every one hundred votes cast for governor 
at the preceding annual state election in the electoral district 
or division for which the officers are to be elected, but in 
no case by less than fifty nor more than one thousand quali- 
fied voters. In Boston the nomination of candidates for 
any munitnpal elective office to be voted for at the municipal 
election in said city shall be made by nomination papers, 
prepared and issued by the election commissioners, signed in 
person by at least five thousand registered voters in s^d 
city qualified to vote for such candidates at said election. 
Nominations of candidates for offices to be filled at s town 
election may be made by nomination- papers, ^gned by at 
least one voter for every fifty votes polled for governor at 
the preceding annual state election in such town, but in no 
case by less than twenty voters. At a first election to be 
held in a newly establi^ed ward of a city, the number of 
voters upon a nomination paper of a candidate who is to be 
voted for only in such ward need not exceed fifty; and at a 
first election in a town the number for the nomination of a 
candidate who is to be voted for only in such town need not 
exceed twenty. 
vottn to tita Section 199. Every voter who ^gns a nomination paper 
pa^^in pK- shall sign it in person, with his full surname, his Christian 
milieDM.'^tc. name and the initio of every other name which he may 
im'.tM'.la.'^ have, and shall add his residence on the previous first day 
of April and the place where he is then living, with the 
street and number thereof, if any, to his signature; but any 
voter who is prevented by a physical disabihty from writing 
or who had the right to vote on the first day of May in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize some 
Number of pcTsou to wHte hls name and residence in bis presence; and 
every voter may sign as many nomination papers for each 
office to be filled as there are persons to be elected thereto, 
and no more. Women who are qualified to vote may sign 
nomination papers for candidates for the school committee. 
Every nonunation paper shall, before being filed, be season- 
ably submitted to tiie r^strars of the city or town in which 
the signers appear to be voters, and in Boston to the elec- 
tion conmiis^oners, who shall forthwith certify thereon the 
number of signatures which are names of voters both in the 
city or town and in the district or division for which 
the nomination is made. They need not certify a greater 
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number of names than are required to make a nomination, 
with one fifth of such cumber added thereto. Names not 
certified in the firat instance shall not thereafter be certified 
on the same nomination papers. The secretary of the 
commonwealth shall not be required in any case to file 
nomination papers for a candidate after filing such papers 
containing a sufficient number of certified names to make a 
nomination, with one fifth of such number added thereto. 
One of the signers to each nomination paper shall make oath ^^ J^ 
to the truth of the statements therein, and the certification ™i" ■»»''■ 
of such oath and the post office address of the signer shall be 
annexed to such paper. 

Section 200. A notary public, justice of the peace or M^mt«i« to 
other ma^strate, when taking the oath of a signer of a »iv</u u 
nomination paper, shall satisfy himself that the person to ^^^im 
whom the oath is administered is the person signing such ^;^'|it4. 
nomination paper, and shall so state in his attestatien of said 
oath. 

Section 201. All certificates of nomination and nomina- CBr«fie««n>f 
tion papers shall, in addition to the names of candidates, »duoti^ 
specify as to each: (1) his readence with street and number SISe'oSfSc, 
thereof, if any; (2) the office for which he is nominated; IIS^JS!*'"' 
and (3), except in the city of Boston, in other cities where '**■ *"• ' ''■ 
city charters provide otherwise and as hereinafter provided, 
the party or political principle which he represents, eicpressed 
in not more than three words. Certificates of nomination 
shall also state what provision, if any, was made by the 
caucus for filling vacancies caused by tiie death, withdrawal 
or inehgibility of candidates. The names of the candidates 
for president and vice president of the United States may be 
added to the party or political designation of the candidates 
for presidential dectors. To the name of each candidate 
for tiie office of alderman at large shall be added the number 
of the ward in which he resides. 

If a candidate is nominated otherwise than by a pofitical SSS'aw^.'" 
party, the name of a political party shall not be used in his 
political designation, except as describing and preceding 
some other name or term which shall not be the name of any 
party which cast at the last preceding election more than 
three thousand votes for governor; and if so used in case of 
a candidate nominated by a nomination paper, the pofitical 
designation shall consist of not more tluin two words and 
shall not be changed after having been placed upon the 
paper. Certificates of nomination and nomination papers 
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for town offices may or may not indude a designation of 

the fatty or princii^ whidi the candidate represents. If 

a candidate receives the Dominati<Hi of a political party, and 

fails to withdraw therefrom, the name of any other political 

party shall not be used in his political designation unless he 

shall have received the r^ular nomination (^ sudi other 

political party. 

^^Jj^<^ Section 202. Certificates of nomination and nomination 

>Dd DoniiiB. papers for state offices shall be filed with the secretary of the 

befi^M. commonwealth. Certificates of nomination or nomination 

1907. uo. 1 178. p^pgpg (q, gijy goj (q,^ offices shall be filed with the dty 

or town clerk, in Boston with tiie election commissioners. 

Every nomination paper shall be filed by a responsible 

person, who shall with his own hand sign such paper and 

add to his signature his place of readence, ^ving street and 

nimiber, if any; and the secretary of the commonwealth 

or the dty or town derk shall require a satisfactory identic 

£fggj^^ fication of such person. No nomination paper shall be 

no^iAtion received or be vahd unless the written acceptance of the 

candidate thereby nominated shall be filed therewith. 

fiuilSa'* Section 203. Certificates (rf nomination of candidates 

ti^^i^D. '<"■ oSces to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, 

wot'mo. i 177 ^^<*pt f™ preadential electors, shall be filed on cw before 

im:ii>,4ss. ' the fifth Monday, and of all other candidates for offices 

1112^ MS, 1 1. to be filled at a state election, induding presidential electors, 

on or before the third Thursday, and nomination papers of 

all candidates tor offices to be filled at a state election, on 

or before the fourth Monday, preceding the day of the 

election; but if there is a special dection to fill any state 

office, certificates of nomination shall be filed on or before 

the twelfth day, and nomination papers on or before the 

deventh day, preceding the day of such dection. 

In wtAiD j^ dties, except where dty charters provide otherwise, 

certificates of nomination for dty offices shall be filed on or 

before the third Monday, and nomination papers on or before 

^ the second Wednesday preceding the day of the election. 

iDBaMoD. jij Boston, nomination papers for all munidpal offices 

f^ll be filed on or before the twenty-fifth day prior to the 

municipal election. 

mut^lrnB. I" towns, certificates of nomination for town offices shidi 

be filed on or before the second Wednesday, and nomination 

papers, on or before the second Thursday, preceding the 

day of the election; but if such Wednesday or Thursday 

falb on a legal holiday, said certificates of nomination or 
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nomination papers shall be filed on or before the succeeding 
day; but if a town election is held on a day of the week 
other than Monday, such certificates of nomination and 
nomination papers shall be filed respectively on or before 
the twelfth and eleventh days preceding the day of the 
election. 

Certificates of nomination and nomination papers shall gj^'"'" "^ 
be filed before five o'clock in the afternoon of the last day 
fixed for the filing tiiereof. 

Section 204. When certificates of nomination and nom- Narninuiau 
ination papers have been filed, and are in apparent conformity ItiM^d'ta! 
with law, they shall be valid unless objections thereto are J^ "^ ^^'*' 
made in writing. Such objections to nonuoations of candi- |JgJ' J*- 1 ^• 
dates for state offices shall be filed with the secretary of 
the commonwealth, for city offices with the city clerk, or 
in Boston with the election conmiissioners, and for town 
offices with the town clerk; and in the case of state offices 
within the seventy-two week-day hours, in the case of dty 
offices, except in Boston, and in other cities where dty 
charters provide otherwise, within the forty-eight week-day 
hours, and in the case of town ofBces within the twenty-four 
week-day hours, succeeding five o'clock in the afternoon 
of the last day fixed for the filing of nomination papers for 
such offices. In Boston such objections shall be filed on Id Bortoo. 
or before five o'clodc p.m. on the fourteenth day preceding 
the city election. 

Section 205. Objections to nominations for state offices, obieeUou,' 
and all other questions relating thereto, shall be conadered S!S;^^'° 
by the state ballot law commission; to nominations for ••''^■••''■*'™' 
city ofiices, except in Boston, by the board of registrars, 
the city clerk and the city solicitor; in Boston, by the ballot 
law commission of said city; and to nominations for town 
offices, by the board of re^strars. 

The boards constituted in dties and towns may, at hear- Har mmmnn 
ings on such objections and questions, summon witnesses, 
administer oaths and require the production of books and 
papers. Such witnesses shall be summoned in the same 
manner, be paid the same fees, and be subject to the same 
penalties for default, as witnesses before the superior court. 
A summons may be signed, and an oath may be administered 
by any member of such board, and the decision of a majority 
of the members thereof shall be final. 

When such objection has been filed, notice thereof shall S^dSaw. mmi 
be forthwith mailed by the secretary of the commonwealth, «>"""t'e«- 
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or by the city or town clerk, or election commissioners, 

respectively, to the candidates affected thereby, addressed 

to their residences as given in the certificates of nomination 

or nomination papers, and to any party committee interested 

in the nomination to which objection is made. 

^n™l'S^'' ^ ""*'* candidates bearing the same designation are 

Sv^^S nominated for an oflSce, otherwise than by nomination papers, 

desicDsiioD. than are to be elected thereto, such boards shall determine 

the candidates, if any, entitled to such designation. 
2!^;^^°' Section 206. A person nominated as a candidate for 
mj''5lm*(' ISO ""y state, city or town office may withdraw his name from 
i«»: ae, I M. nomination by a request in writing signed by him and 
acknowledged before a justice of the peace and filed with 
the officer with whom the nomination was filed, in the case 
of a state office within the seventy-two week-day hours, 
in the case of a city office, except in Boston, and m other 
cities where city charters provide otherwise, within forty- 
eight week-day hours, and in the case of a town office within 
the twenty-four week-day hours, succeeding five o'clock 
in the afternoon of the last day fixed for the fihng of nomina- 
tion papers for such office. In Boston, such withdrawab 
shall be filed on or before five o'clock p.u. on the fourteenth 
day preceding the city election. 
S^^^^Jd^^ Section 207. If a candidate nominated for a state, 
mthdmira], ^j^y Qf town office dics before the day of election, or with- 
1909' m ' '*'■ <^w3 ''i^ name from nomination, or is found to be ineli^ble, 
H si' »■' the vacancy for a city office in Boston may be filled by a 

committee of not less tiian five persons, or a majority thereof, 
if such committee be named, and so authorized in the nomina- 
tion papers, and the vacancy for a state, dty or town office 
elsewhere, except for city office where dty charters provide 
otherwise, may be filled by the same political party or 
persons who oiade the original nomination, and in the same 
manner; or, if the time is insufficient therefor, the vacancy 
may be filled, if the nomination was made by a convention 
or caucus, in such manner as the convention or caucus may 
have prescribed, or, if no such provision has been made, 
by a r^ularly elected general or executive committee repre- 
senting the political party or persons who held such con- 
vention or caucus. In the event of the withdrawal or death 
of any candidate of a political party nominated by direct 
nomination for any office, the vacancy may be filled by a 
regularly elected general or executive committee representing 
the election district in wliich such vacancy occurs, or, if 
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no such committee exists, by the members of the ward and 

town committees in the wards and towns comprising such 

district. If a vacancy is caused by withdrawal, certificates tiiMai fium. 

of nomination made otherwise than in the ori^nal manner 

shall be filed within seventy-two week-day hours in the 

case of state offices, or witlun forty-eight week-day hours 

in the case of city or town offices, succeeding five o'clock 

in the afternoon of the last day for filing withdrawals, except 

that in Boston all substitutions to fill vacancies caused by 

withdrawal or ineligibility shall be filed with the election 

commissioners on or before five o'clock P.M. on the twelfth 

day precedii^ the city election. They shall be open to objootioM. 

objections in the same manner, so far as practicable, as other 

certificates of nomioarion. No vacancy caused by with- £,°a™^oSS 

drawal shall be filled before the withdrawal has been filed. ^^''^^liBd. 

Section 208. When a nomination is made to fill a cotifintc in 
vacancy caused by the death, withdrawal or ineligibility Stio^"Sr 
of a candidate, the certificate of nomination shall, in addition ^°^; j 132. 
to the other facts required, state the name of the original 
nominee, the fact of his death, withdrawal or ineligibility, 
and the proceedings had for filling the vacancy; and the 
predding officer and secretary of the convention or caucus, 
or the chairman and secretary of an authorized committee, 
shall sign and make oath to the truth of the certificate, 
and it shall be accompanied by the written acceptance of J^nj^i^"' 
the candidate nominated. J^Sm^ 

Section 209. Certificates of nomination, nomination cenifi(9(«ii.etc.. 
papers, objections thereto and withdrawab, when filed, SSl'^ii^tS- 
shall, under proper regulations, be open to public inspection, Ii^;S», 1 m. 
and the secretary of the commonwealth and the several 
city and town clerks, and in Boston the election commis- 
sioners, shall preserve the same in their respective offices 
for one year. 

Section 210. The secretary of the commonwealth shall, no'S^fcn. 
upon application, provide blank forms for the nomination ""■ **"■ ' '"■ 
of candidates for all state offices; and he shall send blank 
{iynas for certificates of nomination for the office of repre- 
sentative in the general court to the clerk of each city and 
town for the use of any caucus or convention other than of 
political parties held therein for the nomination of candi- 
dates for that office. He shall likewise provide the clerks 
of towns wherein official ballots are used with blank forms 
for the nomination of candidates for town offices. 
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State Ballot Law Commiultm. 
^w»S- Section 211. There shall be a state ballot law eommia- 
Jmnt'Km"^ sion consistfaig of three persons, one of whom shall annually 
isoT MO 185 '° ^'^^^ ^^ "^^^ ^ appointed by the governor with the advice 
and consent of the council, for a term of three years from 
the succeeding first day of August. The governor with the 
advice and consent of the coundl may remove any member 
of the commission or fill any vacancy therein for the re- 
mainder of the unexpired term. There shall always be on 
said commission a member of each of the two leading politi- 
cal parties. 
S™^Mtor Section 212. No member of siud commission shall hold 
public omoe. any public oflSce except that of justice of the peace or notary 
iMT, HO, t iw- public, or be a candidate for public office, or member or 
employee of any political committee. If any member of 
the commission shall be nominated as a candidate for public 
office and shall not in writing decline said nomination within 
three days, he shall be deemed to have vacated his office as 
a member of said commission. 
"'m™"""" Section 213. The state ballot law commisaon may sum- 
MthfcBw? ™**" witnesses, and administer to them oaths, and may 
iM7rii». 1 187. require the production of books and papers at a hearing 
before it upon any matter within Hs jurisdiction. Witnesses 
shall be summoned in the same manner, be paid the same 
fees, and be subject to the same penalties as witnesses sum- 
moned before the general court. A summons may be signed 
and an oath may be administered by any member of said 
commis^on. 
i^ijuontobo Section 214. The decision of a majority of the mem- 
1607, 5M, 1 188. (jgj^ q£ j.jjg commission upon any matter within its juris- 
diction shall be final. 
jM7!1JS!Vw'. Section 215. The members of the state ballot law cona- 
mission shall each be paid such compensation for their 
services, not exceeding five hundred dollars annually, as the 
governor and council may determine; and the total expendi- 
tures by and on account of sud commission shall not exceed 
the sum of two thousand dollars in any one year. 
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PART III. 
W*rdi utd Votisc Procincti. 

Section 216. A city may, in the year nineteen hundred "^n"^ 
and fifteen, and in every tenth year thereafter, before the S^™°i im 
first day of July, by vote of its city council, make a new imb] mo| i 2. ' 
division of its territory into such number of wards as may 
be fixed by law. The boundaries of such wards shall be so 
arranged that the wards shall contain, as nearly as can be 
ascertained and as may be consistent mtii well-defined 
limits to each ward, an equal number <^ voters. The city SMretarrof 
clerk shall forthwith give notice in writing to tiie secretary wni^'tabr 
of the commonwealth of the number and designatioos ot "°"*^ 
the wards so established. 

Section 217. Eadi city shall be divided into convenient ^°^£5i 
voting precincts, de^gnated by numbers or letters and con- mjiion. at*. 
taining not more than one thousand voters. ' ' 

Every ward shall constitute a voting precinct by itself, ShTISi? 
or shall be divided into such precincts. If a ward const!- ^Jij^ g^ 
tuting one precinct contains less than one thousand voters, fcauntUriee,' 
according to the registration of voters at the preceding 
annual nty election, the aldermen may, and if it contains 
more than one thousand voters, shall, on or before the first 
Monday of July, divide it into two or more voting precincts. 
If a voting precinct shall, in any year, according to such 
registration, contaia more than one thousand voters, the 
aldermen shall in like manner either divide such prednct 
into two or more voting precincts or shall make a new divi- 
sion of the ward into voting predncts; so that no prednct 
shall contain more than one thousand voters. Such pre- 
cincts shall be so established as to contain, as nearly as may 
be, an equal number of voters, shall consbt of compact and 
contiguous teiritory entirely within one ward, and be 
bounded, so far as possible, by the centre line of known 
streets or ways or by other well-defined limits. 

Section 218. On or before the first Monday of Septem- voting pm- 
ber in the year of a re-division of a dty into wards, the alder- Sfw'di'^a 
men shidl divide such dty into voting predncts, conform- ^TTmR t im. 
ably to the provisions of the preceding section. 

Section 219. For all dections in the year of a re-divi- Js^^jft"- 
sion of a city into wards, and in dties where annual munid- !^i^ 
pal elections are held prior to such re-division for the annual ieo>| ua'Ai. 
munidpal election in the succeeding year, for a special elec- 
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tion held prior to the annual state election in the next suc- 
ceeding year, and for the assessment of taxes, the wards as 
existing previous to such re-division shall continue, and for 
such purposes the election officers shall be appointed and 
hold office, and voting lists shall be prepared, and all other 
things required by law shall be done as if no such re-divi«on 
had been made. For all other purposes the new divi»0Q 
shall take effect on the first day of July of the year when 
it b made. 
«ri^^ Section 220. When a ward has been divided into new 

toba'pub^ voting ppecincfe, or the voting precincts thereof have been 
tjsh^BQd changed, the aldennen shall forthwith cause a map or 
1W7. sflo, i iM, description of the divi^on to be published, in which the 
new precincts shall be designated by numbers or letters and 
shall be defined clearly and, so far as posable, by known 
boundaries; and they shall cause such map or description 
to be posted in at least ten public places in each precinct of 
a ward so divided, and copies thereof furnished to the regis- 
trars of voters, in Boston to the election commissioners, and 
the assessors, and to the election officers of each precinct so 
established. 
d^^iT*" Section 221. A town may direct its selectmen to pre- 

SZXrtmm. P*'^ * division of the town into convenient voting predncts. 
1907, 560, 1 lis. The selectmen shall, so far as posable, make the centre line 
of streets or ways, or other Well-defined Hmits, the bound- 
aries of the proposed predncts, and shall designate them 
by numbers or letters. They shall, within sixty days, file 
a report of their doings with the town derit, witii a map or 
description of the proposed predncts, and with a statement 
of the number of male voters r^stered in each for the 
Rfpwtwbe preceding annual election. The report shall be presented 
m™derk St by the town derk at the next succeeding town meeting, but 
wwQ meaunc. j^ ^jj^|[ ^^^ ^ acted upou exccpt at a meeting called for the 
purpose, and held at least seven days after the report has 
been filed. The division so reported may be amended at 
such meeting, and shall take effect when adopted. Elections 
of state officers held in such town more than sixty days after 
such action shall be hdd in the predncts so established. If 
such report shall be rejected tiie town may at any time 
direct the selectmen to prepare a new division. 
SiSSSi^*' Section 222. A town may make any change in its voting 
^™i '*'' precincts which the sdectmen shall have recommended in a 
1007, 5M, 1 198. statement ^ving the boundaries, the designations of the 
proposed predncts and the number of voters re^stered in 
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each for the preceding annual state or town election, filed 
with the town clerk at least seven days before a town meeting 
called for the purpose; but no changes other than those so 
proposed by the selectmen shall be made at such meeting. 

Section 223. When a town has been divided into voting u* 
precincts or the voting predncts tltereof have been changed, dS 
the selectmen shall post in the office of the town clerk and *" 
in at least three public places in each new prednct a map or 
description in which the new predncts shall be designated 
by numbers or letters, and defined dearly and, so far as 
possible, by known boundaries; and they shall also furnish 
copies thereof to the registrars of voters and the assessors 
of such town, and to the dection officers of each precinct so 
established. 

Section 224. Any town may, at a meeting called for vo 
the purpose, discontinue its voting predncts; and subsequent SS 
elections therein shall be hdd as if. no such divi^on had been !« 
made. But it may, in any subsequent year, establish voting 
predncts as hereinbefore provided. 

Section 225. When wards of a dty have been changed Si 
or when voting predncts in a dty or town have been estab- J5 
lished, changed or discontinued, the dty or town derk shall i" 
forthwith give a notice thereof in writing to the secretary of 
the commonwealth, stating the number and designation of 
such wards or such voting predncts and in a dty the wards 
in which they are situated. 

Election Ofilcwa. 
Section 226. The mayor of every dty, except Boston, ^ 
and other dties where city charters provide otherwise, shall ub 
annually, with the approval of the board of aldermen, •» 
appoint as election officers for each voting prednct, one |Ji 
warden, one deputy warden, one derk, one deputy clerk, 
four inspectors and four deputy inspectors, who shall, at the 
time of their appointment, be qualified voters in the ward 
of which such precinct fonns a part. He may, in like 
maimer, appoint two inspectors and two deputy inspectors 
in addition. Every such nomination shall be filed in the 
office of the city clerk of such dty in the montii of August, 
and on or before the thirty-first day of said month, and shall 
be acted upon by the bofud of aldermen not less than three 
days after the filing of such nomination and on or before 
the second Monday in September following. Such nomina- 
tion shall be open to public inspection. In cities in which 
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boppoiiUsI 



leading poUti- 



^^ the board of aldomen » the board haviag the powers of a 
board of aldermen has accepted or hereafter accepts the 
provisions of this section the following election officers shall 
not be appointed: — deputy warden, deputy clerk and 
deputy inspectors. 
inBoMOD. Jq Boston the election (^cers as aforesud shall be ap- 

pointed by the election conunisaoners except that no deputy 
election officers shall be appointed. 
divSatoto Section 227, The selectmen of every town divided into 
^ddjt m- voting predncts shall annually, between the first and fifteenth 
uoT. uo, lau. day of August, appoint as election officers for each voting 
precinct, one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one 
deputy clerk, two inspectors and two deputy inspectors, 
who shall be voters of the precinct. They may, in like 
manner, epp(Hnt two inspectors and two deputy inspectors 
in addition. 
^S^^^ Section 228. Such election officers shaD be so appointed 

as equaUy to represent the two leading political parties, ex- 
cept that, without disturbing the equal representation of 
such parties, not more than two of such election officers not 
representing ^ther of them may be appointed. The warden 
shall be of a different political party from the clerk, and not 
more than one half of the inspectors shall be of the same 
political party. In each case the principal officer and his 
deputy shall be of the same political party. Every election 
officer shall bold office for one year, beginning with the 
fifteenth day of September succeeding his appointment, and 
until his successor is appointed and qualified, or until his 
removal. An election officer may be removed by the mayor, 
with the approval of the aldermen, or by the selectmen, in 
Boston by the election commissioners, after a hearing, upon 
written charge of incompetence or offidal misconduct pre- 
ferred by the city or town clerk, in Boston by the election 
commissioners, or by not less than ^ voters of the ward, or, 
in a town, of the voting precinct in which the officer is 
appointed to act. 

Section 229. In Boston, the election commissioners may 
upon the day of any election therein, forthwith remove any 
election officer found to be incompetent or so conducting 
himself as to prejudice the public interest, and appoint some 
other person of the same political party in his place; and 
the (^cer so removed shall receive no compensation tor 
services rendered on such day, and shall be disqualified for 
eppmntment as an election officer for one year thereafter. 



ths d&y of mn 
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SscnoN 230. If a vacancy in the number of the election FUiinc of 
officers occurs before the twentieth day of September in any thTo^S^ 
year, or, in a city, after the annual state election and one ^^Jj^ 
week at least before the annual city election, or if an election '»<"• "*"■ • *>•■ 
officer declines his appointment and ^ves notice thereof to 
the city or town clerk, or in Boston to the election commis- 
sioners, before the twentieth day of September, or, if at a 
spedal election the office of an election officer is vacant, the 
mayor, with the approval of the aldermen, or the selectmen, 
slu^ fill the vacancy; and the appointment shall be so made 
as to preserve the equal representation of the two leading 
political parties. Appointments to fill vacancies may be 
acted upon immediately by the board of aldermen. In 
Boston sudi vacancies shall be filled by the election com- 



Section 231. No person shall, at a state, dty or town c ._ 

election, be ehgible or act as an election officer in a voting mIhu'''* 
preciact in which he is a candidate for election; and if a i^^*^™" 
person who has been appointed an election officer becomes ^-^ , jqs 
such a candidate, and does not forthwith resign his office, 
the mayor or selectmen, in Boston the election conunissioners, 
shall, if he is a candidate at a state election, remove him from 
office before the first day of November, or, if he is a candi- 
date at a dty election, the mayor, in Boston the election 
commissioners, shall so remove him at least eight days before 
the day of the election, or if he is a candidate at a town 
election the selectmen shall remove him before the election. 

Section 232. If a warden, clerk or inspector b absent P^pua*"*" 
at the opening of the polls or subsequentiy on the day of <»»«. ete. 
election, op if the office is vacant, the deputy of such officer i»ii| at. 
shall act for that election in his place. If the warden and 
deputy warden, derk and deputy clerk, or an inspector and 
his deputy, shall be absent, the voters of the prednct on 
nomination and by hand vote shall fill the vacancy, and the 
officer so elected shall act during the remainder of the elec- 
tion; but otherwise no deputy officer shall act in an offidal 
capadty or be admitted to the space reserved for election 
officers while the polls are open or during the counting 
of the votes. 

In dties where no d^uty warden or deputy clerk b ap- tn dtiaa »b«ra 
pointed, if a warden or clerk is absent at the opening of SSrdSS'w 
the polls or subsequentiy on the day of election, or if the u^SaSS 
office is vacant, the senior inspector of the same poUtical "i" ■'»'' **■ 
party as such warden or clerk shall act as warden or derk^ 
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for that election, and the voters of the prednct, od nomina- 
tion and by hand vote, shall fill the vacancy in the office 
of inspector. 
2^^*^^ Section 233. At state elections in <aties and in towns 
deuu, duties divided into voting predncta, and in dty elections, the 
1907, SCO, 1 1D7. presiding election officer of each voting place or precinct 
shall detail two inspectors of different political parties to 
act as ballot clerks, who shall have charge of the ballots and 
shall furnish them to voters, 
^^jjff.^ Section 234. The selectmen in towns not divided into 

"™."™^ voting precincts shall, at meetings for the election of state 
preoineta, etc officers, have the powers of wardens in cities or moderators 
' ' in towns, and shall act by their chairman or senior member 

present, who shall be regarded as the presiding election 
officer. 
^JSi^'"" Section 235. At state elections in towns not divided 
to^iuj-p: into voting predncts, and at town elections in towns in 
SuUm. which official ballots are used, the selectmen shall, before 

the opening of the polls, appoint two voters as ballot clerks, 
who shall have charge of the ballots and shall furnish them 
to voters. The sdectmen or the moderator presiding 
at such election may subsequentiy appoint additional ballot 
clerks, not exceeding one for every fouf hundred voters 
and majority fraction thereof, and may likewise fill any 
fdikioj lepra- vacancy after the opening of the polls. Such ballot clerl^ 
shall be so appointed as to represent the two leading political 
parties as equally as may be, except that such additional 
ballot clerks may be appointed from voters not representing 
dthef of them. 

Section 236. Every election officer before entering upon 
the performance of his official duties shall be sworn before 
the city or town clerk, a justice of the peace, or the presiding 
officer or clerk at the polls, and a record thereof shall be made. 
In Boston, the oath, except in case of vacancies filled at the 
polls, shall be taken before an election commis^oner and 
record thereof made. 

Section 237. Selectmen of towns shall, at least five days 
before a state or town election, appoint vot^s as tdlers 
to assist at the ballot box and in checkii^ the names of 
votos upon the voting lists, and in canvassing and counting 
the votes. Presiding officers in such towns, at state and 
town elections, may appoint voters as additional tellers, 
and they shall do so when requested in writing by ten voters 
of the town. Tellers appointed at elections at which official 
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ballots are used shall be so appointed that the election 
officers making and assisting in the canvass and count of 
votes shall equally represent the two leading political parties. 

Section 238. Election officers shall recdve such com- Ebetian 
pensation for each day's actual service as the dty council ^^SoS!°' 
or the selectmen respectively may determine; but no deputy ""■ ""■ ' ^''■ 
officer sh^ recdve compensation except for attendance 
at the opening of the polls or for services in place of an 
absent officer. 

Sechon 239. If the office of dty clerk shall be vacant, S^^^*™" 
or if a dty derk shall be unable to perform the duties re- {J^p^- 
quired by this act, the mayor shall appoint a clerk pro 
tempore to perform the duties required hereunder. If the 
office of town clerk shall be vacant, or a town clerk shall be 
unable to perform the duties required hereunder, the select- 
men shall in writing under their hands, appoint a derk pro 
tempore. Such derk pro tempore shall be sworn to the 
fiuthful performance of his duties. 

Section 240. The governor, with the advice and consent ^SE^JT" "^ 
of the council, shall, upon the petition in writing of ten "^^■"•''*' 
qualified voters of a wiurd or of a town, presented to him »8M8tioii. 
at least twenty-one days before a state or dty dection ' ' 
therdn, appoint for sudb ward or town or for each of such 
voting predncts as may be named in the petition, two voters 
of the dty or town, who shall not be signers of the petition 
or members of any political committee or candidates for 
any office, to act as supervisors at such dection. One super- 
visor shall be appoint^ from each of the two leading pohtical 
parties. They shall be sworn to the faithful performance To bo «wo™, 
of thdr duties by the dty or town derk or by a justice of Suijm? ' 
the peace. The slipervisors shall attend the polling places 
for which they are appointed, may challenge persons offering 
to vote, and shall witness the conduct of the election and the 
counting of votes; but they shall not make any statement 
tending to reveid the state of the polls before the public 
declaration of the vote. They shall remain where the ballot 
boxes are kept after the polls are open and until the ballots 
are sealed for transmission to the officers entitled to receive 
them. Each supervisor may affix his signature, for the 
purpose of identification, to the copy of the record of votes 
cast, or attach thereto any statement touching the truth 
or fairness or conduct of the election. Supervisors shall '- 
receive such compensation for each day's actual service 
as the dty council or the selectmen may determine. 
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Voting PUcM. 

aS^^^- Section 241. The aldermen in cities, except where city 
^^B'^tio''- charters provide otherwise, and the selectmen of every town 
1907, sttt, i IIS. divided into voting precincts, and in Boston the dection 
commis^oners, shall, twenty days at least before the annual 
state or city election and ten days at least before any special 
election of a state or city officer therein, designate the polling 
place for each voting precinct and sh^ cause it to be suit- 
VotiMboothi ably fitted up and prepared therefor. In a city or town 
iS^fiiihiiyi, which has provided voting booths such booths may be placed 
*"■ in the highways of such city or town, provided said high- 

ways are left reasonably safe and convenient for public 
ventenii"*^ travel. It shall be in a public, orderly and convenient 
located, ew. portion of the precinct; but If no such polling place can be 
had within the precinct, they may designate a polling place 
S^^^to '"^ ^^ adjoining precinct. No building or portion of a 
U38d,8(c. building shall be designated or used as a polling place in 
which intoxicating Uquor has been sold within the thirty 
^\^eu*^ days preceding the day of the election. When the polling 
places have been designated, the aldermen, and in Boston 
the election comnussioners, shall, in at least five public 
places in each prednct of the city, and selectmen, in at 
least three public places in each precinct of the town, forth- 
with post a printed description of the polling places desig- 
nated, and may give further notice thereof. 
Sl^nd Section 242. The board of aldermen or the selectmen, 

bil'^ridwi? '^ Boston the election commissioners, shall cause each polling 
1M7, S80, 1 aifl. place in their respective cities and towns to be provided 
with a sufficient number of suitable marking shelves or com- 
partments where voters may conveniently and secretiy mark 
their ballots; and they shall cause a guard rail to be so placed 
that only persons who are inside thereof can approach within 
six feet of the ballot boxes or of the marking shelves or com- 
partments. The ballot boxes and the marking shelves or 
compartments shall be in open view of persons in the 
polling place outside the guard rail. The number of marking 
shelves or compartments shall be not less than one for every 
seventy-five voters at such polling place, and not less than 
five in any voting prednct of a city, and not less than three 
SfS^iS"" '" ^^y town or voting precinct thereof. Each marking shelf 
''""o"- or compartment shall at all times be provided with proper 

supplies and couvenien'ties for marking the ballots. 
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Ballot BozeSi Votinc UftchlneSi Counting Apparatus and Blanks. 

Sectioh 243. The seeretaiy of the commonwealth shall, tS^eST* 
at the expense of the commonwealth, provide every city ^^^^^^ 
and town for use at every polling place therein with a state jE,"?^,,., 
ballot box and counting apparatus approved by the board 
of votii^ machine examiners as provided in section two 
hundred and forty-nine. Ballot boxes shall be purchased 
by the secretary at a price not exceeding fifty dollars each. 
Tlie secretary shall likewise provide every city and town for BUnk fonoB 
use at each polling place by the election officers in the can- *° '"'" 
vass and count of votes, with suitable blank forms. 

Section 244. The secretary of the commonwealth shall SI^p^L 
provide every city and town with suitable blank forms and ^2^°' 
envelopes for all certificates, copies of records and returns mm, s«o, i zia, 
required to be made at his office, with such printed directions 
thereon as he may deem necessary; and such other blank 
forms and suggestions and instructions, as will assist the 
election officers in the performance of their duties. The 
clerks of the courts of the several counties shall in like manner 
provide cities and towns with suitable blank forms and en- 
velopes for all certificates, copies of records and retimis re- 
quired to be made to the county commissioners and boards 
of examiners. 

Section 245. The clerk of each city or town, in Boston n^iot be«M, 
the election commissioners, shall provide therein a place ^^m* 
for the safe keeping of the ballot boxes and counting appara- ^^^^, 
tus furnished by the commonwealth, and of voting machines JJgj"^'"} ji^, 
used in such city or town. They shall have the care and ""I mi) t s. 
custody thereof, and shall see that they are kept in good 
order and repair. The custody, care and repair of all such 
voting machines, ballot boxes and apparatus shall be at the 
expense of the city or town, but shall be subject to the super- 
vision and control of the secretary of the commonwealth, 
who may, at the expense of the commonwealth, subject to 
approval as aforesaid, cause necessary improvements to be 
made in any of such voting machines, ballot boxes or 
apparatus. 

Section 246. If a state ballot box becomes defective or Def«tirs bai- 
is lost or destroyed, the secretary of the commonwealth ™^^' "°" 
shall, upon application by the clerk of the city or town in 5^!^; j jm. 
which such box b used or by the election commissioners of 
the city of Boston, provide another ballot box at the expense 
of such dty or town. 
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Section 247. The clerk of every dty, in Boston the 
election commissioners, and the clerk of every town divided 
into voting precincts shall furnish to the clerk of each voting 
precinct a seal of suitable device, with a designation thereon 
of such precnnct; and such seal shall be used in sealing all 
envelopes required by law to be used at the elections. The 
clerk of the precinct shall retain the custody of the seal, 
and ^lall, at the end of his term of office, deliver the same, 
with the records of the precinct and other official dociunents 
in his custody, to the city or town derk, or election com- 



SS^tl^'eto., Secthon 248. Every city and town derk, or in Boston 

to p""to ' the election commis^oners, shall send to the election officers 

fn7!'MMl22. at each polling place, before the opening of the polls on the 

day of an election or meeting at which t^e same are required 

to be used, the ballot box, Uank forms and counting and 

other apparatus. 

SS »^^ Section 249. The state ballot law commission shall con- 

■ioD to oon- stitute the state board of voting machine examiners and no 

■UtUtS MBta I f - I - ■ L II I 

bnudof member of said commission shall have any pecuniary uh 

mSfn^T*"" terest, directly or indirectly, in any voting machine, iKdlot 
19^1 w', I L*' ^^ or counting apparatus. They shall, at such times, 
EumiDktioD Under such conditions, and after such public notice as ihey 
^y^S^aw shall determine, examine voting machines, ballot boxes ai^ 
tK^iod counting apparatus, and they shall file with the secretary 
countin* »pp^ of the conunonwealth their approval in writing of all 
machines, ballot boxes and counting apparatus which in 
their judgment conform to the requirements of law, together 
with such written or printed descriptions, and such draw- 
ings, specifications and photographs as will clearly identify 
such machines, and the secretary of the commonwealth 
shall send a copy of each report on voting machines to 
Eipertnu- every dty and town clerk. For the purpose of such ex- 
be'^m^i)^. amination the said board may employ not more than three 
expert machinists at a cost not exceeding ten dollars each 
for each day employed, to be paid from the appropriation 
for the expenses of the commission. 
^^mM- If *"^ machine, ballot box or counting apparatus approved 
nmifi«i'i(My ^^"^ prescribed by said board in accordance with the pro- 
SjLK^bm visions of this and of the following section shall, in the 
BauDtJDc Bpii^ judgment of the board at any time thereafter, by reason 
tomnfonnto of thc enactment of further requirements, cease to conform 
SnU™™" to the requirements of law, the board shall notify the secre- 
tary of the commonwealth thereof, who shall forthwith send 
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a copy of such notice to every city and town clerk; aod no 
sudi machine, ballot box or counting apparatus shall be 
used at any primary or election until, upon examination 
by said board, it shall in their judgment conform to all the 
requirements of law, and shall be approved in the manner 
hereinbefore provided. 

Section 250. Voting machines shall furnish convenient 5'3J^??*"'* 
^mple and satisfactory means of voting at primaries and jnjohinM 
elections and of ascertaining and recording the true result i«i:| m. \ 2. ' 
thereof with facihty and accuracy, special regard being g^ven 
to the prevention and detection of double voting at primaries 
and elections and to voting for candidates of more than one 
poLitiod party at a primary; but no machine shall be ap- 
provied which does not secure to the voter as much secrecy 
in voting as is afforded by the use of the official ballot. 
Ballot boxes shall have sufficient locks and keys or seal 5^""^^. 
fastenings, and shall contain mechanical devices for receiv- 
ing, registering and cancelling every ballot depoated therein; 
but no such box shall record any distinguishing number or 
mark upon a ballot. No machine, ballot box or counting oniv upprovwi 
apparatus, except such as is approved in accordance with bkUotbuiM 
the provisions of this and of the preceding section, shall be J^^' 
used at any election, primary or caucus in this common- *" ™ 
wealth; nor shall any such machines, ballot boxes or count- 
ing apparatus be used exc^t in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act. The arrai^ment of names and questions j, 
on voting machines shall be in general the same as on the o„'^ 
offidal tmllot, except that when in the judgment of the ""'' 
ballot law commissioners it is not practicable, said com- 
missioners shall determine the arrangement. 

SficnoN 251. The mayor and aldermen of a city, or PimimiBMHi 
the body corresponding thereto, or a town, may, at a meeting SScid^S^ 
held at least thirty days before the primary or election at 11!^; aJJ; ' **'' 
which the voting machines are to be used, determine upon '*'■*■ 
and purchase one or more voting machines approved as 
provided in section two hundred and forty-nine, and order 
the use thereof at primaries and elections of state, dty or 
town officers in such dty or town; and thereafter at all 
primaries and elections of state, dty or town officers in 
that city or town, until otherwise ordered by the aldermen 
in a dty, or the board corresponding thereto, and the sdect- 
men in a town, said machines shall be used at primaries and 
for the purpose of voting for the officers to be dected at 
such elections and for taking the vote upon the question of 
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granting Kcenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors and upon 
other questions submitted to the voters. In Boston, the 
power to determine upon, purchase and order the use of 
voting machines shall be vested in a board consisting of the 
Section commissioners and the mayor; and the ^cpense so 
incurred shall be deemed an expense of the election depart- 
ment of the city; and the.machines so purchased shaJI he 
used at primaries and elections in that city until otherwise 
ioH ordered by said commissioners. Machines purchased may 
be p^d for either by appropriation, by the issue and sale of 
bonds, or by the issue and delivery of certificates of indebted- 
ness or other negotiable obligations, of such amounts and 
payable at such times as shall be determined by the board 
or ofiScers purchasing the machines. 
J^' For polling places in which voting machines are to be tised 
>>>°« no ballot boxes or ballots shall be furnished. 
1 Section 252. The body, board or official charged with 

the conduct of elections in any dty or town in whidi voting 
"I; machines are used shall, before the opening of the polls 
at a primary or election, cause each machine to be prepared 
for use and delivered at the polling place, and shall cause 
to be done all things necessary to hold the primary or election 
with machines. 
,o Section 253. In any election when voting machines 
i^j^ are used in any poUing place in any city or town, the number 
T. of election officers in such poUing place may be less than 
six in the discretion of tiie board, body or official in which 
or in whom the authority to determine the number of elec- 
tion officers in such polling place is vested by law, subject, 
however, to the provisions of section two hundred and 
twenty-eight. 
' Section 254. The ballot law commission shall make 

jot regulations for the use of the voting machines, ballot boxes 
and counting apparatus approved by the board, and suitable 
instructions for the voters in cities and towns in which such 
machines, ballot boxes and counting apparatus are used 
shall be prepared and furnished by the secretary of the 
commonwealth. 

?S3jot Section 255. No voting machine shall be used at a 
tiSS^mpp*. primary or election until it has been inspected under the 
;^^j»^ direction of the secretary of the commonwealth and found 
MO. I MS- upon such inspection to conform to drawings and specifica- 
tions to be filed in the office of the secretary by the ballot 
law commission, with their report on the machine, nor shall 
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any ballot box or counting apparatus be so used until it has 
been inspected and approved under the direction of the 
secretary. 

Section 256. When voting machines or ballot boxes Fuwnaot 
are purchased by the commonwealth or by a city or town, S^ S^aiiot 
the person or persons of whom the purchase is made shall ^J|Jd^^^ 
give to the secretary of the commonwealth, or city or town S^'^'jjj"-, jj, 
clerk, as the case may be, or in Boston to the election com- i^a. mi.' 1 u. ' 
missioners, a bond with sufficient sureties to keep such ma- 
chines or ballot boxes in working order for two years. Such 
persons shall also ^ve a bond with sufficient sureties, condi- 
tioned to defend and indemnify the commonwealth or cities 
and towns purchasing and using the machines or ballot 
boxes gainst any suit at law or in equity and for any expense, 
damf^ or inconvenience which they may incur or suffer 
by reason of any suit brought against them for infringement 
of patents or other rights, arising from the purchase or use 
of such machines or ballot boxes. 



PraparatiDn tnil ronn of Ballots. 

Section 257. All ballots for use in elections of state 

officers shall be prepared and furnished by the secretary _. 

of the commonwealth; all ballots for use in elections of '*"' **•■ * 
city officers, by the city clerk, in Boston by the election 
commissioners; and all ballots for use in elections of town 
officers, in a town which has voted to use official ballots, 
by the town clerk. No ballots as herein provided shall tJ^^S 
be printed in any printing establishment owned or managed 9^^" ""^ 
by the city of Boston. 

Section 258. General ballots for the use of male voters oeiwni ur 
in a voting precinct or town shall contain the names of all Im,' i^: | • 
candidates duly nominated for election therein, and such '*"• ^**' ' ^ 
ballots shall, except as provided in section two hundred and 
sixty, cont^n the name of no other person. 

To the name of each candidate for a state office shall be R«ideD« u 
added the name of the city or town in which the candidate Mnw'^' " 
resides. To the name of each candidate for a city office ™"''^''- 
shall be added the name of the street on which he resides, 
with his street number, if any; and to the name of each 
candidate for the office of alderman at large shall also be 
added the number of the ward in which he resides. 

To the name of each candidate for a state or city ofBce, Poiitioj 
except dty offices in Boston, shall be added in the same ''*^""™' 
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space his party or political designation or designations, 
expressed in accordance with section two hundred and one. 
To the name of each candidate for a town office upon an 
official hallot shall be added the designation of the party 
or principle which he represents, contained in the certificate 
of nomination or nomination papers. No greater number 
of candidates for any office, bearing the same political 
designation, nominated otherwise than by nomination papers, 
shall be placed upon the official ballot than are to be elected. 

If the name of a political party b used in connection with 
some other name or term as the designation of a candidate 
nominated for a state or city office by a nomination paper, 
the words "nomination paper", or "nom. paper", shall 
be added to such pohtical designation. 

If a candidate shall receive the nomination of more than 
one party or more than one poUtical designation for the 
same office, he may, within the seventy-two hours next 
succeeding five o'clock of the last day fixed for the filing 
of nomination papers, by a writing delivered to the officer 
or board required by law to prepare the official ballot, direct 
in what order the several nominations or poUtical designations 
shall be added to his name upon the official ballot; and such 
directions shall be followed by the said officer or board. If, 
during said time, said candidate shall neglect to direct in 
writing as afores^d, then said officer or board shall add 
said nominations or poUtical designations to the name of 
said candidate upon the official ballot in such order as said 
officer or board shaU determine. 

Sectiox 259. The names of candidates for every state, 
■ city and town office, except the names of candidates for 
presidential electors, sh^ be arranged under the designation 
of the office in alphabetical order according to the surnames, 
except that for municipal offices in Boston the names of 
candidates for the same office shall be printed upon the 
offidal ballot in the order in which they may be drawn by 
the board of election commissioners, as provided in section 
fifty-seven, chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the acts 
of the year nineteen hundred and nine; but the names of 
candidates for the same office but for different terms of 
service therein shall be arranged in groups according to the 
length of their respective terms, and the names of candidates 
nominated by single wards but to be voted for at large diaU 
be arranged in groups by wards. In the case of the office 
of representative in congress, the designation may be "con- 
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gressman." Blank spaces shall be left at the end of the list SJ^iiE™' 

of candidates for each different office, equal to the number 

to be elected thereto, in whici the voter may insert the name 

of any person not printed on the ballot for whom he desires 

to vote for such office. H the approval of a constitutional S^ttSati* 

amendment or any other question is submitted to the voters, «*™- 

it shall be printed on the ballot after the names of the 

candidates. 

Special ballots containing only the names of candidates for Spedd bBiiota. 
school committee shall also be prepared in like manner and 
printed for the use of women qualified by law to vote for 
school committee. 

Ballots shall be so printed as to ^ve to each voter an utaHat of 
opportunity to designate by a cross [ X ], in a square at the tiora t™, bm. 
right of the name and designation of each candidate, and at 
the right of each question, his choice of candidates and his 
answer to such question; and upon the ballots may be 
printed such directions as will aid the voter: for example, 
"vote for one", "vote for two", "yes", "no", and the like. 
On the back and out^de of each ballot when folded shall be osoai in- 
printed the words, "Official Ballot for", followed by the *™°"''»- 
designation of the voting precinct or town for which the 
ballot is prepared, the date of election, and a facsimile f^ the 
signature of the secretary of the commonwealth, or dty or 
town clerk, in Boston a facsimile of the signatures of the 
election conunissioners, who has caused the ballot to be 
prepared. Special ballots shall have the additional indorse- 
ment, "For School Committee only." 

Section 260. The names of candidates for preadential S^^""^ 
electors shall be arranged in groups as presented in the 2'^^^' 
several certificates of nomination or nomination papers. The «Jidid»K«, 
groups shall be arranged in the alphabetical order of the iso?, «o, { asa. 
surnames of the candidates for president, and the names of 
the candidates in each group shall be printed upon the 
ballots in two columns of equal width. If candidates are 
nominated at large and for the several congressional dis- 
tricts, the mime and place of residence of one of the candi- 
dates at large shall be put at the head of each column, and 
the names of the other candidates with their places of 
re^dence and the numbers of their congressional districts 
shall follow in the numerical order of ^e districts. The 
surnames of the candidates of each political party for the 
offices of pre^dent and vice president, with the political 
designation thereof at the right of the surnames, shall be 
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placed in one line above the group of candidates of such 
party for electors. A sufficient square in which each voter 
may designate by a cross ( X ] his choice for electors shall be 
left at the right of each political designation; and no other 
space or margin shall be left in any such group of candidates. 
^^^^ Section 261. The official baUots shall, except as other- 
fo™, type, y/igf. provided herein, be <^ ordinary white jmnting paper, 
1KI7. MO.itsi. of two or more pages, and shall, before distribution, be so 
folded as to measure not less than four and one half inches 
nor more than five inches in width and not less ttan six 
inches nor more than thirteen and one half inches in length. 
The names of all candidates shall be printed in black ink 
in Unes at a right angle with the length of the ballot. The 
names of all candidates, other than candidates for presi- 
dential electors and for president and vice president, and 
the initial letters of all names of candidates for presidential 
electors, shall be in capital letters not less than one eighth 
of an inch nor more than one quarter of an inch in height. 
The surnames and political designations of the candidates 
for president and vice president shall be in capital letters 
not less than three sixteenths of an inch in height. 
Kfte^rtaMd* '^^ special ballots for women registered to vote for school 
on colored committee shall be printed on colored paper of a different 

color from that of specimen ballots. 

^."EjV™' Section 262. One set of ballots of not less than sixty 

fm^tSoii33t. ballots for every fifty and fraction of fifty re^stered voters 

wu. M». shall be provided for each polling place at which an election 

for state, dty or town officers is to be held, and one set of 

special ballots of not less than sixty ballots for every fifty 

and fraction of fifty women reg^tered to vote for school 

committee shall be provided tor each polling place at which 

Proviso. an election for city or town officers is to be held: prooided, 

howeeer, that the secretary of the commonwealth or the dty 

or town clerk, as the case may be, may provide a duphcate 

set of ballots for any polling place when he deems it necessary. 

S^'i^S^ A suffident number of partial ballots in state elections 

taiocaxeg. shall be prepared for voters who may be entitled to vote 

for a part only of the officers to be voted for in a dty or 

town. A stetement shall be printed on the back of such 

ballots, in addition to the offidal indorsement, indicating 

the class of voters for whose use the ballots are furnished, 

and such ballots only shall be furnished to such voters. 

^^Jljl^j^ Section 263. Ballots, m convenient numbers, shall be 

^^^ioi STa^g^ i° packages. A record of the number of baUots 
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printed and delivered to each polling place shall be kept 
by the secretary of the commonwealth, or the dty or town 
clerk, for one year. 

Section 264. If a vacant^ occurs or b declared in the Printinc ot 
list of nominadons, by reason of death or ineh^bility, the vmeuwy' " 
name of the candidate nominated to fill such vacancy shall, ttm!m. i m. 
if the ballots have not been printed, he placed on them or, 
if the ballots have been printed, ballots containing the new 
nomination shall, when practicable, be substituted. 

Infoimatioit to Voters. 

Section 265. The secretary of the commonwealth in cmrd» ot in- 
state elections, city clerks in city elections, in Boston the vmH^i^. 
election commissioners, and town clerks in town elections 
at which official ballots are used, shall, for every such elec- 
tion, prepare and cause to be printed in lai^ clear type 
cards containing full instructions to voters for obtaining 
ballots, marking them, obtaining assistance and new ballots 
in place of those accidentally spoiled ; and on separate cards 
such abstracts of the laws imposing penalties upon voters 
as they shall deem proper. They shall also provide for each ^JJjf™^ 
polling place ten or more specimen ballots which shall be to b» i^vi^. 
fac^imles of the ballots provided for voting, but printed 
without the indorsements and on colored paper. The secre- copi« or p»- 
tary of the commonwealth shall provide copies of any pro- SSu^S^' 
posed amendment to the constitution submitted to the <™""'"»''- 
people, with a heading in large type, " Proposed Amendment 
to tiie Constitution." 

Section 266. The secretary of the commonwealth shall, ^^'^'^'^ 
at least five days before state elections, transmit to the E*J!!t*"'^ 
registrars, in Boston to the election commissioners, printed mitwi w 
lists of the names, residences and designations of candidates MSfwTi^ 
to be voted for at each poUing place, substantially in the 
form of the official ballot, and also printed copies of any 
proposed amendment to the constitution. The registrars td tw poatod. 
or election commissioners shall, upon the receipt tiiereof, 
conspicuously post in not less than three public places in 
each voting prednct or town the lists and copies aforesud 
for such precinct or town. 

Section 267. City clerks, in Boston the election com- chy niection, 
missioners, shall, at least four days before a city election, E^™*. ''"'^ 
cause to be posted in every voting precinct the names, i«w, sbo, 1 23». 
residences and designations of all candidates duly nominated 
to be voted for in such city, substantially in the form of the 
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official ballot, and cause the same to be published in at least 
two newspapers, if there are so many published in said 
city, representing so far as practicable the two leadit^ 
political parties. 
SjS^""^ Section 268. Town clerks in towns using official ballots 
M^w". 1 »*>■ shall, at least four days before an election therein, cause to 
be posted in one or more public places the names, residences 
and designations of all candidates duly nominated to be 
voted for in such town, substantially in the form of the 
ofBcial ballot. 
dM^.'trr'*' Section 269. The secretary of the commonwealth before 
Buwiuid atr every state election shall cause to be published a list of all 
iwpi^i^ candidates to be voted for in each senatorial district, except 
iTO^iBil ' in the county of Suffolk, and the question of the approv^ 
and ratification of any proposed amendment to the consti- 
tution, and the city clerks, in Boston the election commis- 
sioners, before every city election shall cause to be published 
a Ust of all candidates to be voted for in their respective 
cities. Such lists and questions shall be in the form, as near 
as may be, in which they are to appear upon the offidal 
ballot, and said publication shall be inade for state elections 
' in each senatorial district in at least four newsptapers in the 
English language, if there are so many in that district, 
except in the county of Suffolk, and in the county of Suffolk 
such publication shall be made in at least four newspapers 
in the English language pubhshed therein. Such publica- 
tion, so far as is practicable, shall be in newspapers repre- 
senting the two leading political parties, and at such reason- 
able cost as may be determined by the secretary of the 
conunonwealtb. For city elections such publication shall 
be made in at least two newspapers representing the two 
leading pohticU parties, if there are so many in the city, 
devoted wholly or chiefly to the publication of general or 
local news. 
^^t^T«L» Section 270. Whenever any proposed law, or amend- 
'"fernDd*^ ment to the constitution, is to be placed upon the ballot 
iiwMurM. at any election to be voted upon by the voters taking part 
in such election, it shall be the duty of the city clerk in every 
dty where the proposed law or amendment is to be voted 
upon, except as hereinafter provided, to cause to be sent to 
each of the registered voters in his city entitied to vote 
thereon a copy of the proposed law or amendment of the 
constitution, with the statement that the proposed law or 
amendment is to be voted on at stud election. 
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Section 271. Upon a vote of the city council of any autammtot 
dty, with the approval of the mayor, there may be sub- S^ oi ^ 
stituted for a copy of such proposed law or amendment a m^^^^ 
statement of the general purport of the proposed law or StutodiS**" 
amendment, which statement shall be prepared by the dty JSJjfi^K' 
solidtor of the dty and shall be approved by the mayor and 
dty coundl. 

Section 272. Al! such copies or statements shall be sent wh™ to bs 
not less than seven days and not more than twenty-one isn,' iqb, 1 3. 
days before the election at which said matter is to be voted 
upon. 

Section 273. By vote of the dty coundl of any dty, o»rt«n pm- 
with the approval of the mayor, the provisions of the three ™iHPM%d, 
preceding sections may be suspended and made inapplicable ms, us, 1 1. 
as to a particular proposed law or constitutional amendment. 

DolimT of Ballot!, «te. 

Section 274. Ballots for state elections shaU be endosed JS^Si^o. 
in a package by the secretary of the commonwealth, sealed g^^- 
and marked with the number of ballots of each kind therein, M^'j^- 
and specimen ballots, cards of instruction, cards cont^ning 
abstracts of the laws imposing penalties upon voters, and 
copies of any proposed amendment to the constitution shall 
be enclosed in another package, and the whole shall be 
fiuther endosed in a »ngle package with marks on the out- 
side indicating its contents and the polling place for which 
it is intended. 

He shall transmit to the dty or town clerks, in Boston Deiim;, 
to the dection commissioners, the ballots, cards of instruc- ' ""' 
tion, cards contMning abstracts of the laws imposing penal- 
ties upon voters, and copies of proposed amendments to the 
constitution, so that they shall be recdved at least twelve 
hours before the date of dection, and the derks or election 
commissioners shall return recdpts therefor to the secretary. 
He shall keep a record of the time when and the manner in 
which the several packages are transmitted, and shall pre- 
serve the recdpts therefor for one year. 

- The derk of each dty, in Boston the dection commis- aiy.»nd town 
sioners, and the derk of each town using official ballots shall "' 
endose the ballots, spedmen ballots, cards of instruction and 
cards containing abstracts of the laws imposing penalties 
upon voters for city or town elections in the same manner. 

Section 275. The city or town clerk, in Boston the Dsiivny n. 
dection commissioners, shall, on the day of every state or '^^ """ 
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ud eiiy city electioD, before the opening of the polls, transmit to the 

Tw7, m election officers of each polling place therein, the ballots with 
ivi^as. accompanying specimen ballots, cards of instruction, cards 

containing abstracts of the laws imposing penalties upon 
voters, and copies of proposed amendments to the constitu- 
^^^ tion, which have been provided for such polling place; and 

the presiding elecdon officer at the polling place shall receipt 
therefor to the clerk, or election commissioners, and such 
receipt, with a record of the number of ballots transmitted, 
shall be kept in the clerk's or election commissioners' office 
^J,^^ for one year. At town elections, the town clerk shall, on the 
day of the election, before the opening of the polls, deliver 
the ballots at the polling place to the ballot clerks, who 
shall receipt therefor, and their receipt shall be preserved 
in the office of the clerk for the period of one year. If a 
moderator presides at such election, no such ballots shall be 
deUvered to voters until he has been chosen. The town 
clerk shall also deliver the spedmeu ballots, cards of instruc- 
tion and cards contuning abstracts of the laws imposing 
penalties upon voters at the same time and place. No 
ballots or specimen ballots shall be deUvered by city or 
town clerks except as provided in this section, 
bUu^"" Section 276. If the ballots provided for any polling place 

1907, sw, i 2M. ^j^ jj^j^ delivered, or if after delivery they are destroyed op 
stolen, the city or town clerk, in Boston the election com- 
missioners, shall cause similar ballots to be prepared; and 
upon receipt of such new ballots, accompanied by a state- 
ment by the clerk or election commissioners under oath that 
they have been so prepared and transmitted by him or them, 
and that the original ballots have not been delivered or have 
been so destroyed or stolen, the ballots so substituted shall 
be used. 

Calltnc ot Electionji. 
S^toipluM, Section 277. The annual state election for the choice 
^«™ to ba of governor, lieutenant governor, councillors, secretary, 
iSS' mS' \ i"' ^'^^s'^''*'' ^'"i receiver general, attorney-general, auditor of 
the commonwealth, and senators and representatives in the 
general court, shall be held on the Tuesday next after the 
first Monday in November, There shall also be chosen at 
the annual state election, when required by law, preddential 
electors, and, in their respective districts or counties, repre- 
sentatives in congress, dbtrict attorneys, clerks of the courts, 
re^sters of probate and insolvency, registers of deeds. 
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county commissioners, associate commissioners, sheriffs and 
county treasurers. 

Section 278. Meetings of the voters of each city for Caiie for _ 
the election of state officers and city officers shall be called dtiS!"" '" 
by the aldermen, and the city clerk shall, under their direc- ^•*'' *"• ' '"■ 
tion, cause notice of such meetings to be printed in one or 
more newspapers published in such city and to he con- 
spicuously posted in the office of the city clerk; and in 
Boston, in at least four daily newspapers published therein. 
Such notices shall be in lieu of the notices or warrants for 
election required in any city by special statutes. Meetings in towna. 
of the voters of each town for the election of state officers 
and town officers shall be called as provided in section three 
hundred and ninety-four. Meetings for the annual state, Sovsn dw 
city and town elections shall be called at least seven days ^^. *" 
before the day prescribed for the holding thereof. 

Section 279. Notices or warrants for meetings for state Notices w 
and city elections and for the election of town officers in ^IH^t^es, 
towns where official ballots are used shall specify by name tw7. sm, * W7. 
all the offices to be voted for, and state in full any proposed '*'^- ^^' ' "^■ 
amendment to the constitution or other question submitted 
to the people: provided, however, that any act submitted P"™"- 
for acceptance may be stated by its chapter number and 
tide only. They shall specify the time when the polls will S.^'^'pen- 
be opened, and in cities, when the polls will be closed, and iS5i?"«o*''™'* 
in towns, when they may he dosed. 

In dties, the polls may be opened as early as six o'clock J?o^dM'™ci 
in the forenoon and shall be opened as early as ten o'clock "i^^p™"- 
in the forenoon and shall be kept open at least six hours, 
hut in no case after the hour of eight o'clock in the evening. 

In towns, at the election of state and town officers, the i" towns, tims 
polls may be opened as early as fifteen minutes before six oioa^'"^.'' 
o 'clock in the forenoon and shall be opened as early as twelve 
o'clock, noon, and shall be kept open at least four hours, 
and until the time specified in the warrant when they may 
be dosed; and they may be kept open for such longer time 
as the meeting shall direct, but they shall not he kept open 
after the hour of dght o'clock in the evening. At annual 
town meetings they shall be kept open at least one hour 
for the reception of votes upon the question of licensing the 
sale of intoxicating liquors. After an announcement has 
been made by the presiding officer of a time so fixed for 
closing the polls they shall not he dosed at an earlier 
hour. 
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bv*b?°is^ A town may by by-4aw deagnate the Imut at which the 

^t^l^iT.^^ annual town meeting shall be called, and, subject to the 

ihSJE*^"* provisions of this section, may deagnate the hours during 

csUed, Bii. which the polls shall remain open; and, further, may provide 

that all business, except the election of such officers and the 

determination of such matters as by law are required to be 

elected or determined by ballot, shall be considered after a 

certain hour, or by adjoiu-nment to another day. 

Conduct of XlectloM. 
f^'li^*' Section 280. At an election of state or dty officers, and 

ii< im>"i»°^ of town officcTs in towns where offidal ballots are used, the 
"^'sSff' presiding election officer at each polling place in a ci^ or 
fi !37, 318. m. town shall, before the opening of the polls, post at least 
three cards of instruction, three cards containing abstracts 
of the laws imposing penalties upon voters, three copies of 
proposed constitutional amendments, if any, and at least 
five spedmen ballots within the polling place out^de the 
guard Tail, and the cards of instruction and a copy of any 
proposed amendment in each marking compartment; and 
no other poster, card, handbill, placard, picture op drcular 
intended to influence the action of the voter, except a paster 
to be placed upon the official ballot, shall be posted, exhibited, 
drculated or distributed in the polling place, in the building 
in which the polling place is located, on the walls thereof, 
on the premises on wliich the building stands, on the ^de- 
walk adjoining the premises where such election is being 
held, or within one hundred and fifty feet of the entrance 
Patten to be to such polling place. Pasters to be placed on the official 
esn^att ballot shall be subject to all the restrictions imposed by 
Btnctiooa. sections two hundred and fifty-eight and two hundred and 
sixty-one as to names, re^dences and pohtical designations 
of candidates and the size of the type in which the names 
SSiirtl w b«i ^*" ^ printed. The presiding election officer shall, at the 
lot clerks. opening of the polls, publicly open the packages containing 
Disposition of the ballots and deliver them to the ballot clerks. All speci- 
baiiou not mcu ballots not posted shall be kept in the custody of the 
"""* " presiding officer until after the closing of the polls. 

g^^l^* Section 281. The state ballot boxes shall be used for 

im'Mo'i MS receiving the ballots in state and city elections, and in town 
At openim oj clcctions whcre official ballots are used. The election 
SEi!S^,^be officers at each polling place shall, at the opening of the polls 
•"p"- and before any ballots are received, publicly open the ballot 
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box, and ascertain by personal examination, and publicly 
show that the same is empty, and shall immediately there- 
after lock or fasten the box. The clerk of the precinct or Rmmd, ciw 
town shall make a record of the condition of the box register, '^'' "^ '"^■ 
and, it a key is used, it shall be retained by the police officer 
or constable at the polling place. The ballot box shall not, Not w b* «- 
after it is shown to be empty, be removed from public view SS-ik ™t. 
until all ballots have been removed therefrom and the box 
has been relocked or sealed. The ballot box shall not be Onmnfor 
opened nor any ballot removed therefrom until the polls are SliJfrtl^"^ 
dosed, except as provided in section three hundred and two; 
but in order to make room for ballots, the presiding officer 
may, in the presence of all the election officers, open the box 
and pack and press down the ballots therdn. 

The presiding officer of each polling place shall have Pnadim 
chai^ of the ballot box and ballot box seal, and shall, at ^S^" 
the close of each election, return the same, dther personally ^"'^ ^"^ '*^ 
or by a police officer or constable in attendance at the polling 
place, to the dty or town clerk, in Boston to the election 
commissioners. 

If it becomes impossible to use the state ballot box, the sutsinUatixs, 
voting shall proceed in such manner as the presiding officer ShlJSki!^- 
shall direct, and in such case the clerk shall record the '''*'""»■ 
reason why such ballot box is not used, and shall enclose an 
attested copy of such record in the envelope with the ballots 
cast. The provi^ons as to the use and custody of the state ptovUods to 
ballot box shall, so far as applicable, apply to tiie ballot box SSf^"" "^ 
substituted therefor. 

Section 282. One voting Ust shall be delivered to the voung lisu, 
ballot clerks and another to the officers in charge of the ub.""*^ 
ballot box. When a ballot is dehvered to a voter, his name ""'■ **■ * '*'■ 
shall be checked on the first and when be de[>osits his ballot 
it shall be checked on the second. The officer in charge of 2^i!S'„"f^ 
the ballot box and the officer in charge of the voting list shall bm urn iiet. 
be of different political parties. 

Sbction 283. No election officer shall, before the pubhc No rtatement 
declaration of the vote, make any statement of the number heion pubUo 
of ballots cast, the munber of votes given for any person, tbe mm, oc^t, 
name of any person who has voted or whose name has not igg?. uo. f asi. 
been checked, or of any other fact tending to show the state ""■ *'*• 
of the polls, except that he shall when requested make a 
statement of the figures on the ballot box re^ster, which 
statement shall not be considered an offidal declaration as 
to the state of the polls or of the number of ballots cast. 
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DISSS' Jihi- Section 284. No pwsons except the election ofBcers, 

fij^Hofi Ml. supervisors, the city clerk of the city, in Boston the election 

commisffloners, and voters admitted for the purpose of 

Vbdog, shall, during the pn^ress of an election and until 

the pubhc declaration of tiie vote, be penoitted within the 

giiard rail, unless authorized by the election officos for the 

purpose of keeping order and enfordi^ the law. 

JJjJjJ^Ji^i,^ Section 285. No more than four voters, besides election 

wtthiaaiurd officefs aud supeTvisors, the dty clerk of the city, in Boston 

i«iT,HD,iaa. the election commissioners, in excess of the number ot 

marking compartments provided, shall be allowed at one 

time within tiie guard rail, and except the election officers 

and supervisors, no voters shall be admitted Uierein aftCT 

the time fixed for closing the polls; but voters previoxisly 

admitted shall be allowed five minutes after the time so 

fixed to depodt their ballots. 

^ffi^^'^oH^ Section 286. The presiding officer at each polling ^Jace 

5J|^'™' shall enforce the performance of their duties by dection 

i»or, MO. 1 2M, officers. He shall have authority to m^tain order and to 

enforce obedience to his lawful commands, during an election 

and the counting of the ballots after the close of the polls, 

in and about the poUiug place and to keep the access thereto 

open and unobstructed, and he may require any police 

' officer, constable or other person to communicate his orders 

and directions and assbt in their enforcement. 

f^i'to'lSSr' SEcnoN 287. The board or officer in chai^ of the police 

J5JJ'mm 2M- ^f"^* •'f ^**^^ ^^y *od town shall detail a sufficient number 

ot police officers or constables for each poUing place at every 

Section therein to preserve order and to protect the election 

officers and supervisors from any interference with their 

duties and to aid in enforcing the provisions of this chapter. 

Pmoumok- SECTION 288. Any person who, during an election or 

Sta^b*™' ***^^ meeting, shall, in a polling place or place of such meet- 

iK?*«io 1 3H ^^^' snioke or have in his possession a lighted pipe, cigar or 

cigarette, or carry into any such place or keep therein any 

intoxicating liquor, shall be deemed guilty of disorderly 

conduct; and the presiding officer shall order him to remove 

such pipe, dgar, cigarette or liquor, or to withdraw from 

such place, and for disobedience of such order shall cause 

him to he removed from such polling place or meeting. 

bfdStaSiS, Section 289. If a person at an election refuses to obey 

eto^iKnot the lawful commands of tiie presiding officer or, by dis- 

j™jo»ine- orderly conduct interrupts or disturbs the proceedings of an 

election officer, the presiding officer may require any police 
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o£Bcer, constable or other person to take him into custody 
and detain him until after the election; but the presiding 
officer may at any dme order his release. Such order of 
detention shall not be so enforced as to prevent such person, 
if a voter at that polling place, from voting. 
Section 290. Every dection oflScer shall forthwith report B?!!™' ^ 

.*' f ^ ■' » 1 111 ■MM*'* whBD 

any violation of the provisions of sections two hundred and JSj'jm^Mi- 
seventy-seven to three hundred and thirty-four, inclusive, ' ' 
to the police oflScer or constable in attendance at the polling 
place, and such police officer or constable shall cause the 
offender to be prosecuted. 

Uaimw of Voting. 

Section 291. Each voter desiring to vote at a polling voUm. dvinc 
place where offidal ballots are used shall ^ve his name and, ^'^;]Si"* 
if requested, his readence to one of ihe ballot clerks, who J^ j„ , jj, 
shall thereupon distinctly announce the same; and if such 
name is found upon the voting list by the ballot clerk, he 
shall check and repeat the name and give one ballot to such 
voter, who shall then be admitted within the guard rail. 
If not entitled to vote for all the offices upon the ballot, 
he shall receive a partial ballot. If the voter is a woman, 
she shall recdve a special ballot containing the names of 
candidates for school committee only. 

Section 292. The voter on receiving his ballot shall, ^SL"*"* 
without leaving the enclosed space, retire alone to one of the **''^' *•*. ( mo. 
marking compartments, and shall, except in the case of 
voting for preddential electors, prepare his ballot by making 
a cross [ X | in the square at the right of the name of each 
candidate for whom he intends to vote or by inserting the 
name of such candidate in the space providoJ therefor and 
making a cross in the square at the right; and, upon a 
question submitted to the vote of the people, by making a 
cross in the square at the right of the answer which he 
intends to g^ve. 

SEcnoN 293. A voter may vote for an entire group of ^^^^^ 
candidates for presidential electors by making a cross [ X ] JjJ^J^ ^^ 
in the square at the right of the party or poUtical designation 
immediately above such group. If a voter does not intend 
to vote for any one candidate in the group, he may erase 
his name, and the cross shall count as a vote for each of the 
other candidates in such group. If a voter desires to vote 
for another person in place of a candidate whose name he 
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IBS nased, lie may insert his name in one of the blank spaces 
md make a cross in the square at the right thereof. A voter 
ffho does not mark for any group of candidates may vote for 
»ndidates for electors, up to the number to be elected, by 
nserting names in the bbmk spaces at the end of the groups 
)f electors and making a cross in the square at the right of 
»ch name so inserted. 

Section 294. A voter who declares on oath to the pre- 
uding officer that he had the right to vote on the first day 
>f May in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven and 
»nnot read, or that from bhndness or other physical dis- 
ibility he b unable to prepare his ballot or re^ster Ma vote 
ipon a voting machine, shall be assisted in such marking or 
egistering by one or two of the election officers, who shall 
>e of such political party, represented among the election 
)fficer3, as tiie voter may request; and they shall certify, 
)n the out^de of the baUot, when ballots are used, that it 
vas marked with thor assistance, and shall thereafter give 
10 information regarding such marking or rc^stering. 

Section 295. Except as authorized by this act, no voter, 
election officer or other person shall place any mark upon a 
Fallot by which it may be identified; nor shall any person 
place a mark agtunst any name upon a ballot not cast by 
limself. 

Section 296. If a voter spoils a ballot, he may obtun 
;wo others, one at a time, upon returning each spoiled one, 
ind aU ballots so returned shall immediately be marked 
jy an election officer "Spoiled." 

Section 297. Before leaving the marking compart- 
nent the voter shaH fold his ballot, without displaying the 
narks thereon, as it was folded when rec^ved by him, 
md he shall keep it so folded imtil he has voted. A voter 
ihall mark and deposit his ballot without imdue delay, 
md shall leave the space enclosed by the guard rail as soon 
IS he has voted. No voter shall occupy a marking com- 
partment occupied by another, nor remain within the guard 
■ail more than ten minutes, nor occupy a voting eompart- 
nent more than five minutes, if all ^e marking compart- 
nents are in use and other voters are waiting to occupy the 
same. 

Section 298. A voter f^ter marking his ballot shall 
jive his name and, if requested, his readence, to one of 
;he officers in charge of the ballot box, who shall distinctly 
mnounce the same. If the name is found upon the voting 
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list by the election officer, he shall distinctly repeat the 
name, and in Boston the height, and check the name upon 
the voting list; and the voter may then deposit his ballot 
in the bs^ot box with the official indorsement uppermost 
and in sieht. No ballot without the official .indorsement, No taiiot 

" ■ 1 1 ■ .■ , 1 . 1 J . without offirial 

except as provided in section two hundred and seventy-six, indomment 
shall be deposited in the ballot box. No person shall vote mo. "^^ ' 
if his name is not on the voting hst, nor until the election ^"b^^^j 
officer shall check his name thereon, unless he presents "* 
a certificate from the registrars of voters as provided by sec- 
tion sixty-four. 

Section 299. No person shall remove any ballot from Miotanotto 
the space enclosed by the guard rail before the polls are fro^sToB^ 
closed. No voter whose name has been checked on the 'SoTT'seM 2fi7. 
voting list in charge of the ballot clerk, other than an elec- 
tion officer or supervisor, shall again enter such enclosed 
space during the election. 

Section 300. If in any state, city or town Section at ^J^^owis 
which oiBcial ballots are used the right of a person offering jS^'',^' ^ga 
to vote is challenged for any legal cause, the presiding 
c^cer shall adnunister to him the following oath: 

You do solemnly swear [or afGrm] that you are the identical 
person whom you represent yourself to be, that you are repstered 
in this precinct [or town] and that you have not voted at this 
electjon. 

He shall also be required to write his name and residence 
on the outside of the ballot offered, and the presiding officer 
shall add thereto the name of the person challenging, and 
the cause assigned therefor, whereupton such ballot shall 
be received; and no person shall make any statement or 
give any information in regard thereto, except as required 
by law. The clerk shall record the name and residence 
of every person who has been challenged and has voted. 

Counting of Totw. 

Section 301. The blank forms and apparatus provided ISI^Smub 
by the secretary of the commonwealth shall be used in ^J" ""<'' 
ascertaining the result of the election or vote in state elec- «>ot, bw, i 289. 
tions in cities and towns, in city elections, in elections of 
town officers in towns in which official ballots are used, 
and also in taking the vote upon any proposed amendment 
to the constitution, upon the question of granting licenses 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors, and upon any oth^ 
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question submitted by statute to the voters of the oommon- 
wealtb, OT of aiiy city or town in which official ballots are 
used. If it is impossible to use such blank f onus or apparatus, 
the canvass of the votes shall be made as the presiding 
officer shall direct; and the clerk shall record the facts 
relating to the failure to use such blank forms or apparatus, 
and shall enclose an attested copy of such record in the 
envelope with the ballots cast. 

Section 302. It the state ballot box is used, the clerk 
shall, as soon as the polls are closed, record the ballot box 
register. The election t^cers sliall then, publicly and in 
the presence of the other election officers, count audibly 
and distinctly the number of names checked on each list 
and announce the same. The ballot box shall then be 
opened by the predding officer and the ballots taken there- 
from and audibly counted, one by one, and the whole nimiber 
of ballots cast shall be publicly announced by him. The 
ballots may be divided into convenient packages, and, 
except as hereinafter provided, each block or package shall 
be canvassed and counted by two election officers represent- 
ing the two leading poUtical parties, detailed by the presiding 
officer. Each election officer, in so canvassing and counting 
votes, shall be under the inspection of an election officer 
of a different political party. The result of the canvass 
and count shall be reported to the presiding officer, who shall 
cause it to be correctiy recorded on the blank forms pro- 
vided for the purpose. At state e'ections in towns not 
divided into voting precincts, the canvass and count of 
votes shall be made by the selectmen and town cla'k, who 
may be assisted by the tellers. 

The clerk in open meeting shall publicly announce the 
result of the vote and enter in his records, in words at length, 
the total number of names of male and female voters checked 
on the voting lists, the total number of ballots cast, the names 
of all persons voted for, the number of votes for eadi person 
and the tide of the office for which he was a candidate, the 
numbw of blank ballots for each office, and the number 
of affirmative and negative votes in answer to any question 
submitted to the voters, and shall forthwith make a copy 
of such record, certify and seal up the same, and deliver 
it to the dty or town clerk, in Boston to the election com- 
missioners, who shall forthwith enter it in his or their records. 

The voting lists and all ballots removed from the ballot 
box shall be kept in open view of the voters present until 
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enclosed and sealed up, and all proceedings in the canvass 
and counting of votes shall be public and in open view of 
the voters, and there shall be no adjoximment or postpone- 
ment until the canvass and counting have been completed, 
and the voting hsts and ballots have been endosed and 
sealed up. 

In towns, the ballot box at any polling place may be J^^*^ '* 
opened and ballots taken therefrom for counting when all bsii^t b^ 
the selectmen and the town clerk, or both the moderator E^''^^,'* 
and the town clerk, as the case may be, or all the election '»™'*'* •*^ 
officers at the voting prednct shall so order. When the 
ballots have been thus removed the pre^ding officer shall 
select from the election officers an equal number from each 
of the two leadii^ political parties, who shall canvass such 
ballots, in accordance with the provisions of this section; 
but no announcement of the result of such canvass shall ^^''^bt^ 
be made by any election officer until the total result of the "■^ •"■ 
canvass of ballots has been ascert^ned. 

SixnioN 303, If the use of a state ballot box is required, STl^b^''^ 
no ballot shall be counted unless it has been deposited in j^j^'jlKi, i m. 
and cancelled by such ballot box, or has been otherwise 
deposited acconhng to the provisions of section two hun- 
dred and eighty-one; and no ballot shall be counted in any 
election for which offidal ballots are provided except sudi 
bdlots. If a voter marks more names than there are per- 
sons to be elected to an office, or if his choice cannot be 
determined, his ballot shall not be counted for such office. 
Ballots cast but not counted shall be marked "defective" ^^{fjj'™ 
on the out»de thereof, and shall be preserved like other 
ballots. 

Sectioh 304. The presiding officer at every polUng place s*"^ "^ 
at elections <^ state and dty officers and of town offices in up, indoned. 
towns in which official ballots are used shall, after the record tm. sw, 1 272. 
of the counting has been made, cause all ballots cast to be 
pubhcly enclosed in an envelope and sealed up with the seal 
provided for the purpose, and also with the private seal of 
any election officer who may desire to affix the same; and a 
majority of the election officers of the voting precinct or 
town shall indorse upon such envelope the polling place, the 
election and the date, and also a certificate that all the bal- 
lots cast by the voters of such precinct or town, and none 
other, are contained therein. He shall cause all ballots not ?!^^ 
cast to be enclosed in an envelope and sealed up as afore- seaisdupud 
said, and shall certify on the envelope the contents thereof. 
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be°*il^3J^5*° Such presiding officer shall cause the voting lists to be en- 
. .__.... Q\f^g^ ju fiQ envelope and sealed up as ^oreswd, and a 
majority of the election officers shall certify thereon to the 
identity of the voting lists enclosed. He shall forthwith per- 
sonally deliver to the city or town clerk, or in Boston to the 
election commissioners, or transmit to him or them, by the 
police officer or constable in attendance at the election, all 
the ballots cast, and not cast, the voting lists, the ballot 
box, ballot box seals and counting apparatus. 
?Di]^t^u'^ Section 305. Upon written apphcation, ^gned by at 
b^Ti'Sst^ '^^t ^° voters in the town or ward of which the precinct 
i9o;, uo, 1 273. fonu3 a part, the city or town clerk, and in Boston the elec- 
tion commissioners, may open the envelope containing such 
voting list and may make a copy of the list as checked. In 
Boston, such copies shall contain only the name and re^- 
^''tat^ dence of the voter. After any such voting list has been so 
bfiiS'™''*^ copied, said clerk or election commisaoners shall at once 
enclose the list in an envelope and seal up the same and 
certify thereon to the identity of such lists. 
^il^JS^-^ Section 306. City and town clerks, in Boston the eleo- 
itiml'TOl'i'm. *^**° conmussioners, shall retain in their custody the envelope 
contiuning the ballots cast, without examinii^ them or per- 
mitting them to be examined by any person except as re- 
quired by law, and upon the expiration of the period fixed 
for their preservation shall cause such ballots to be destroyed. 
Tad Ku^ City and town clerks. In Boston the election commission- 

wy"3u^ ers, shall retain in their custody the voting lists and ballots 
tioa,W not cast as long as they retain the ballots cast. They shall 

then transmit such voting lists to the registrars of voters for 
future reference, and shall destroy the ballots marked 
"Spoiled", without examining them or permitting them to 
be examined, and may make such disposition of the undis- 
tributed ballots as they may deem proper. 

B«Gorda and Csrtlfleatas of Election. 
^^iSf" Section 307. No record of votes cast or copy thereof 
ot'ylM^' ^^*'^ ^ rejected if the number of votes given for each candi- 
.ji'ij^njd. date for an office can be ascertained therefrom. 

Section 308. The aldermen and city clerk, in Boston 

^ ^^^ the election commissioners, and the selectmen and town 

™j«<>- clerk in towns divided into voting precincts, shall forthwith 

after a state or city election examine the copies of the records 

of the election officers, and if any error appears ther^n, they 
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shall forthwith gjve notice th«%of to the officers by whom 
the error was made, who shall forthmth make an additional 
record under oath in conformity with the facts and deliver 
a copy thereof to the city or town clerk or election commis- 
sioners. Such copy of the records made, with or without 
notice as aforesaid, shall be received by the city or town 
clerks or election commissioners at any time before the last 
day fixed for the transmission of copies of records of the 
votes cast in the city or town, or on which the results of the 
election are required to be declared. 

The aldermen and city clerk, the election commissioners, En^^tion 
and the selectmen and town clerk, shall examine all original onriification of 
and all additional copies of the records and make them part "^"^ *"* 
of the records of such election, and shall certify and attest 
copies of the records of votes for the several candidates. 

Section 309. The clerk of each city and town, within Retunuof 
ten days, and in Boston the election commissioners, within ta^oi tET^ 
fifteen days, after the day of any election therein for a ^^.'" 
senator in congress, representative in congress, governor, ISS^w?:'"^' 
lieutenant governor, councillor, secretary, treasurer and 
receiver general, auditor of the commonwealth, attorney- 
general, clerk of courts, register of probate and insolvency, 
sheriff, district attorney, or senator, or for presidential 
electors, shall txansnut to the secretary of the conunon- 
wealth copies of the records of votes for such officers, cer- 
tified by the aldermen or the selectmen, or by the election 
commissioners, and attested and sealed by the clerk or by 
said commissioners. The dty or town clerk shall, within RMunuitf 
ten days after an election for county treasurer or raster ^Sl^SrfoS!S'«'' 
of deeds, transmit to the county commissioners, and within SSi^'ew."* 
ten days after an election therein for county commissioners 
or associate commissioners, transmit to the clerk of the 
courts the records of votes for such officers, certified, at- 
tested and sealed as aforesaid; except that in Chelsea, FofnEiscnof 
Revere and Winthrop the records of votes for register of e^av- " 
deeds shall be transmitted to the election commissioners of 
Boston, and that in Revere and Winthrop the records of S^"i^"^^,„, 
votes for county commissioner and associate commissioners ^nd'\^a''t™ 
shall be transmitted to the clerk of the cpurts for the county •"!. 
of Middlesex. Such copies shall be transmitted in envelopes, td ba tnms- 
upon which shall be stated the offices for which and the dis- ^vbLd|»° 
tricts in which the votes were cast. KS«d '"" 

Section 310. If any such copy transmitted to the secre- proi>eedin» 
tary of the commonwealth is not sealed as required by law, * " ""' 
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'S^^idf *** 8***" forthwith pve notioe therettf to the officers who 
W07, Ho,'| 27«. transmitted the same; and thereupon another copy ^udl be 
made, attested, certified, sealed and transmitted to the 
secretary- If the second copy is recaved by him before 
determination of the persons appearing to be elected and 
the original appears to be in substantial conformity there- 
with, the original copy shall not be rejected. 
Ji'^^^tir Section 311. The secretary of the conmionwe^th shall 
MjTtwi i i7>. cause the date of the receipt of each copy of the records of 
votes to be indorsed on the envelope containing it; and if 
recuved imsealed, a memorandum hereof shall be made on 
the copy. 
o™™ E? Section 312. The secretary of the commonwealth shall 
iwTmo 1 180 '^y before the governor and council the copies of the records 
of votes cast with their seals imbroken. The governor with 
at least five councillors shall, as soon as may be, open and 
examine alt such copies and determine who are elected to 
""" ' '~ the several offices. Upon such determination, the secretfuy, 
upon application, shall furnish to newspapers an abstract 
of the records of the votes examined. 
S^^JS^*^ Section 313. The governor shall, in the presence of at 
Im tm' t "'■ ^®*^* ^^® councillors, certify to the results of the lamination 
of the copies of the records of the votes for governor and 
lieutenant governor, for councillors, for secretary, treasurer 
and recover general, auditor of the commonwealth, and 
gj™j™ "o attorney-general, and for senators and shall issue his sum- 
mons to such persons as appear to be chosen to s«d offices. 
^ri^SSTto The governor shall issue certificates of election to such per^ 
ba inuBd. sons as appear to be chosen to the offices of senator in con- 
gress, representative in congress, clerk of the courts, register of 
probate and insolvency, sheriff and district attorney, which 
shall be countersigned and transmitted by the secretary. 
5°f;fSliJ^' Section 314. After such certification, such copies shall 
w eS ttaT ^ replaced in thwr respective envelopes and delivered with 
™™- the certificate of examination to the secretary, who shall on 

1907, sffl), i J82. the first Wednesday in January lay the same, with schedules 
Si™ kj^ showing the number of ballots cast for each person voted tor, 
uture. before the senate and house of representatives. 

office of leorB- Exccpt f or the al^ovc purposes, all such copies, both origi- 
*'^- nal and corrected, transmitted to the secretary, shall renuua 

on file in his office and be there open to the inspection of any 
interested person. 

Section 315. The copies of the records of votes f<tt 
presidential electors shall, in any event, within ten days after 
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they have been transmitted to the secretary of the conunon- "*^ ** 
wealth be opened and examined by the governor and coundl, iwr, m>. f »i. 
who shall thereafter declare, by proclamation printed in at ^ ' 
least one newspaper in each county, the names trf the persons 
who have received at least one fifth of the entire number 
of votes cast for electors, and the number of votes recaved 
by each such person. The aevetsi persons, to the number CertifiaM«af 
of electors required to be chosen, who have rec^ved the imeduniM 
highest mmib^ of votes so ascertained, unless notice of a °°"'**^ 
contest has been received by the governor, shall, at the 
expiration of fourteen days from the date of such proclama- 
tion, be deemed to be elected; and the governor shall there- 
upon issue a certificate of election to every auch person. 

Section 316. Any person who appears, by the procla- Cmtain pw _ 
mation of the governor, to have received not less than one ™S?«'*"" 
fifth of the entire number of votes cast for electors, may, ife^f^"' 
if the election is contested, apply by petition to the supreme '*"■ **'■ * 2"- 
judidal court for the county of Suffolk, for a declaration 
of his election as an elector. Such petition shall set forth 
the name of every person whose election is contested and 
the ground for the contest shall be filed within seven days 
after the date of such proclamation and shall not thereafter 
be amended. Before any proceedings thereon, the petitioner 
shall recognize to the conmionwealth, in such sum and with 
such sureties as the court shall order, to pay all costs in- 
curred in the prosecution of his petition if he shall not prevail. 
If the petitioner prevails, the cost shall be paid by the com- 
monw^th. The court shall fix a day for a hearing by the dw to be fi»<j 
full court, which shall be not less than three or more than ^u», s^' 
seven days after the date of the fifing of the petition, and shall 
order notice of the hearing to be given, with a statement of 
the substance of the petition in such manner as it may direct, 
to the governor and to every person whose election is con- 
tested. The comrt shall also order such notice to be pub- 
lished in at least one newspaper designated by it in each 
county. 

Section 317. The petitioner and the contestant may Petitioner ud 
appear and produce evidence at the hearing, and no person ^ iippeBr 
other than the petitioner or a contestant shall be made a ™d^'^. 
party to the proceedings on such petition, or be heard thereon, '""■ ^^' * ^■ 
If more than one petition is pending, or the election of more 
than one person is contested, the court may, in its discretion, 
order the cases to be heard together and shall apportion the 
costs between them, and shall finally determine all questions 
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of law and fact. No person shall be excused from testifying 
or producing papers or documents theran on the ground 
that his testimony or the production of the papers or docu- 
ments will tend to criminate him; but no person so testifying 
shall be liable to any suit or prosecution, dvU or criminal, 
for any matter or cause in respect to which he shall be so 
examined or to which his testimony shall relate, except to 
a prosecution for perjury committed in such testimony, 
n The court shall forthwith certify its decision to the governor, 
who shall thereupon bsue certificates of election in accordance 
therewith. If the petitioner does not prosecute his petition 
it shall be dismissed and notice thereof ^ven to the governor, 
who shall issue certificates of election to the persons entitied 
thereto. 

Section 318. The county conamissioners to whom the 
copies of the records of votes for county treasurer and regis- 
ter of deeds have been transmitted shall, on the first Wednes- 
day of the month following the election, examine such copies, 
^JjJiSr^'oi determine what persons appear to be elected, issue certifi- 
t^nmnwo- cates of election to them and pve notice to the secretary of 
the commonwealth of the name, residence and term of office 
of every person elected. 
^^^'^«ii^ In the comity of Suffolk, the election commisaoners of 
^oikei^ty. Boston shall, within ten days after the election of renter 
of deeds, in like manner examine the copies of the records 
of votes, determine who appears to be elected, issue a cer- 
tificate and give notice as above provided. 
SSS^to'iSS^" Section 319. In each coimty except Suffolk and Nan- 
™iuXew° tucket, the judge and register of the probate court and the 
1M7, MO, 1 287. clerk of the courts shall be a hoard of examiners; and if two 
of said offices are held by the same person in any county, 
the sheriff shall he a member of the board. The members 
of sud board shall each be ptad at the rate of three dollars 
a day for every day employed in the performance of their 
duties and ten cents a mile for travel to and from the place 
of their meeting; and their accounts shall be audited and 
settied by the county treasurer. Said board shall meet on 
the first Wednesday of the month following an election for 
coimty commissioner or associate commis^oners and shall 
examine such copies, determine what persons appear to be 
NotiM ^j*"^ elected, issue certificates of election to them and give notice 
«imn»DWMith. to the secretary of the commonwealth of the name, resi- 
dence and term of office of every person so elected, and 
shall, within three days thereafter deposit stud copies in the 
office of the clerk of the courts. 
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Section 320. If it shall appear to the governor and SJj'^™" 
COTincil, to the board of examiners, to the election commis- "Z^^^ 
doners or to the county commissioners, that any such copy bk- 

• ■ 1 . it J t WW, HO, i 288. 

IS mcomplete or erroneous, they may order a new copy of 
the records to be made and transmitted to them. Such new 
copy shall be transnutted by the city or town clerk, in Bos- 
ton by the election commis^oners, within seven days there- 
after, and if found to be correct and in conformity to the 
requirements of law, shall have the same force as a first 
copy. 

Section 321. If a district for the election of repre- RBprH»tativa 
se&tatives in the general court is composed of one dty nty « t^, 
or town, or one or more wards of a dty, the board of alder- SS^^SIl^ 
men or the selectmen, in Boston the election commissioners, ^^- **■ * "*■ 
shall forthwith examine the records of the votes and determine 
who appear to be elected. The raty or town clerk or election 
commis»oners shall record the names of all persons for 
whom votes for representative were cast, and the number 
of votes for each. 

Section 322. In other representative districts, the elee- in other di.- 
tion officers in every voting prednct, and the selectmen )J^(i°to^ 
and town clerk of each town therein not divided into voting Sty'ortoi™ 
precincts, shall, as soon as the vote for reptesentatives [{^"Jmo. g 2m. 
has been recorded, cause a complete copy of such record 
to be made, and shall certify, seal and ddiver )t to the dty 
or town derk. 

The dty and town derks in such districts shall meet at Sd^t^^S 
the place de^gnated at noon on the tenth day following •i«tion,eto, 
the day of the dection; but on the fourth day following 
the day of an election to fill a vacancy. They shall examine 
the copies of the records of votes of every such voting pre- 
dnct and town, and determine who appear to be elected to 
the office of representative. They shall, in words at length, 
make and certify a schedule of the names of all persons 
for whom votes for representative were cast in the district 
and the number of votes tor each, and the derk of each dty 
and town shall record such schedule within four days after 
the day of the meeting. 

Section 323. If a representative district is included SSfSr^^ 
within the provisions of the preceding section, the officers ISfc'jgJ^i^i 
authorized to divide the county into representative districts 
shall, in making such division, designate a place in each 
such district or adjacent thereto at which the derks shall 
meet to determine the result of the election. Such place piu* m*y b* 
of meeting may be changed on petition of two of such derks '='™«*'- 
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after a hearing; but not oftenn than once in two y^us. 

N^tob* pifotice of such de^gnation and of eveiy change thereof 

shall be ^ven by the sud officers having such authority 

to the secretary of the commonwealth, and to every dty 

and town clerk in the district.' 

^^^^%;^ Section 324. If an error appears in the copies of the 

f!i^jmwr records of votes for a representative, the dty and town 

ta«v»L derks shall forthwith give notice thereof to the election 

' ' ' o£Bc8r3, who shall thereupon make an additional record 

undo* oath and transniit a copy thereof to sud clerks. 

Such additional copy shall be examined by them if received 

within two days from the time appointed for their meetii^; 

and for such purpose their meeting may be adjourned for 

not more than two days. 

^^^^ Section 325. The board of aldermen, the dection com- 

^da ia dupii- niissioners, the selectmen, or the dty or town d^ks acting 

■ in a representative district shall make duplicate certificates 

of election of the persons appearing to be elected and shall, 

within fifteen days after the day of the dection, or within 

ten days after the day of an dection to fill a vacancy, transmit 

one certificate to the secretary of the commonwealth, and 

shall transmit the other certificate, by a constable or other 

officer, to the person eled^. Such certificates of election 

shall be in 'the following form: — 

^J™^ ConunoQwealth of Maseachusetts, county of .At 

a meeting of the qualified voters of Representative District Number 
, held on the day of Nov^nber instant, for 

the choice m Bepresentatives in the General Court to be holden on 
the first Wednesday of January next, were elected 

to said office. 

Dated at the day of in the year 

one thousand nine hundred and 

^?S«*iS^ Sections one to four, indusive, of chapter three, Revised 
mskaraturn. Laws, tWs sectiou and section three hundred and thirty- 
eight of tlus act shall be printed on every such form. 
The officer transmitting the certificate shall make a return 
of bis doings. 
^J™ ** Section 326. City and town clerks, in Boston the dec- 

tiiry oi the tion comnussioneTS, shall, within fifteen days after an election 
wealth. for representative in the general court, transmit to the 

1*07, HO. t m. ggjjpgtary ^f t^g commonwealth an attested copy of the 
record of votes cast for all candidates for said office in each 
voting prednct and in each town not divided into voting 
predncts. 
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Section 327. Tie whole number of ballots cast at ^ 
elections shall be stated in words at length in the records be »i 
of votes and in all copies thereof, but if not so stated, the i^ 
record or copy shall not be invidid if the true result can be '*"' 
ascertained th^^rom. 

Section 328. A violation by a public officer or election vioi 
officer of laws relative to providing ballot boxes, blank nou 
forms and other apparatus or to the care and preservation ^Si, 
thereof, or to tlje manner of canvassing and counting votes, 
shall not invalidate any record or copy of a record or certifi- 
cate made by a dty, precinct or town clerk, or in Boston 
the election commissioners, or affect the title of a person 
decWed to be elected to office. 

SEcnoN 329. The dty or town derk, in Boston the Nm 
dection commissioners, shall, within fifteen days after an u^ 
election of state, city or town officers, certify to the secretary {So" 
of the commonwealth the total number of names of male Ym, 
and of female voters checked on the votii^ Ust at such 
election in each voting precinct or town. 

SfiCnoN 330. The secretary of the commonwealth shall, "^ 
before the first day of February, report to the general court JJJ? 
the number of assessed polls, die number of registered male v(^ 
and female voters at the date of the preceding annual state leu! 
dection and dty or town election, and tiie total number 
of persons, male and female, who voted at each such election 
in every dty and town, and in every voting precinct therein, 
and the number of votes received by each candidate for 
nomination and for election for a state office, and for elec- 
tion for a state conmiittee, arranged by dties, towns and 
districts, and a condse statement of other matters relating 
to dectiona, with sudi suggestions as he may deem advisable. 

Roeounti of Votw. 
Section 331. If a person who has received votes for com 
any office at an dection shall, within thirty days thereafter, h!X 
himself or by his agent serve upon a dty or town derk, Hw^ 
in Boston the election commissioners, a written d^m to 
such office or a declaration of an intention to contest the 
election of any other person, the clerk or commissioners 
shall retun the envelopes containing the ballots for such 
office until such daim is withdrawn or the contest is deter- 
mined. The envdopes and ballots shall he subject to the 
order of the body to which such person claims to be dected. 
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or of the officers required by law finally to examine the 
records and to issue certificates of election to such office, 
itMoimt<i< or of any court having jurisdictioa thereof. Such body 
'"""^ or officers may require the clerk or commissioners to pro- 

duce such envelopes and ballots, and may recoimt the ballots 
and amend any record or copy thereof in relation to such 
office. 
^Trf'ei^D Section 332. If, on or before five o'dock on the third 
mSir^t?"*' ^y "^^^ succeeding the day of an election in a ward of a 
im *S' t i"' ^^y or in a town, ten or more voters of such ward or town, 
' ' except Boston, and in Boston fifty or more voters of a ward, 
shall sign in person, adding thereto their respective resi- 
dences on the first day of April of that year, and cause to 
be filed with the dty or town derk, or in Boston with the 
election commis^oners, a statement sworn to by one of the 
subscribers that they have reason to beheve and do believe 
that the records, or copies of records, made by the election 
officers of certain precincts in such ward or town, or in case 
of a town not voting by precincts, by the election officers of 
auch town, are erroneous, spedfying wherein they deem them 
to be in error and that they believe a recount of the ballots 
cast in such precincts or town will affect the election of one 
or more candidates voted for at such election, spedfying 
the candidates, or will affect the dedwon of a question voted 
upon at such election, specifying the question, the dty or 
• town clerk shall forthwith transmit such statement and the 
envelopes containing the ballots, sealed, to the registrars of 
voters, who shall, without unnecessary dday, but not before 
ifqtSfeJu*"' t^® ^* ^^^^ ^*"" filing requests for recounts, open the en- 
lUHd. velopes, recount the bdlots and determine the questions 

ReBount of rMsed; but upon a recount of votes for town officers in a 
SntowoTto town in which the sdectmen are members of the board of 
mt^^^f registrars of voters, the recount shall be made by the modera- 
tor, who shall have aU the powers and perform all the duties 
conferred or imposed by this section upon registrars of voters. 
^^d^ and The registrar of voters, or in Boston the election com- 
•Mtingpei^ missioners, shall, before proceeding to recount the balldts, 
notified. give noticc in writing to the sevoul candidates interested in 

such recount and liable to be affected thereby, or to such 
person as shall be designated by the petitioners for a re- 
coimt of ballots cast upon questions submitted to the voters. 
Persona who of the time and place of makii^ the recount, and each such 
fal^t^n"^* candidate or person representing petitioners shall be allowed 
""""'■ to be present and witness sudh recount, either in person. 
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accompamed with counsel if he so desires, or by an agent 
appointed by him in writing. In the case cj a recount of 
the ballots cast upon a question submitted to the voters, 
one representative from any committee organized to favor 
or to oppose the question 90 submitted shkll be permitted 
to be present and witness the recount. In the city of Bob- ib Burton, 
ton, the chairman of the dty comnuttee representing the 
largest political party and the churman of the dty com- 
mittee representing the second largest political party may 
in writing designate two persons, or such further number as 
the election commissioners may allow, to be present and 
witness the coimt, and said election commissioners shall 
allow each candidate whose election is in question, or his 
representative, to be present and may allow representatives 
of other political parties and other persons to be present 
and witness the recount. 

All recounts shall be upon the questions designated in the Reoount* ta be 
statements filed, and no other count shall be made, or dn^^l^ 
allowed to be made, or other information taken, or allowed ^^•'°*"*' 
to be taken, from the ballots on such recount. t 

The registrars of voters or election conmiissiooK^, sha^, S^^S-"" 
when the recount is complete, enclose all the ballots in *>™d,eto. 
their proper envelopes, seal each envelope with a se^ pro- 
vided for the purpose, and certify upon each envelope that 
the same has been opened and again sealed in confoimity to 
law; and shall likewise make and sign a statement of ^eir 
determination of the questions nused. The envelopes, with &222 ^ tw 
such statement, shall, except in Boston, be returned to the nturud usity 
dty or town clerk, and the clerk or commissioners shall alter e^^ 
and amend such records as have been found to be erroneous 
in accordance with such determination; and the records so 
amended shall stand as the true records of the election. 
Such amended records of votes cast at a state election shall * 
be made and transmitted as required by law in the case of y 
copies of original records. If, In case of a recount of votes 
for town officers, it shall appear that a person was elected 
other than the person declared to have been elected, the 
registrars of voters shall forthwith nutke and sign a certifi- 
cate of such fact, stating therein the number of votes cast, 
as determined by the recount, for each candidate for the 
office the election to which is disputed, and shall file the 
Siune with the town clerk. The town clerk shall record the 
certificate and shall, within twenty-four hours after such 
filing, cause a copy of such certificate, attested by him, to be 
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delivered to or left at the residence ot the paw>n so declared 
to have been elected, and to the person who by such certifi- 
cate appears to be elected. 
gg^_ H^iatrars of voters may employ such clerical assistance 

as they may deem necesssary to enable them to carry out 
the provisions of this section. 
to'bi'ri^*'™ Section 333. No officer recounting ballots shall, except 
^™«i as required by law, make any statement or give any informa- 
iM^in Ml ^""^ relative to a ballot cast by a challenged voter. 
B«>^tof«iH-' Section 334. The board of aldermen, or in Boston the 
TMulb^dT election commissioners, shall not declare the result of an 
•j™^^*jj^ election for state or city officers or of a vote upon any ques- 
am, tw.'i 3ia. tion submitted to the voters until the time for filing a peti- 
tion for a recount of ballots has expired, or, if such petition 
has been ffied, imtil the ballots have been recounted and 
the returns amended, notwithstanding any speaal act relat- 
ing to such dty. After the ballots have been recounted and 
the records amended, said board or conmiissioners shall 
forthwith declare the result of the election, and the dty clerk 
or election commissioners shall thereupon issue certificates 
Notioactb«- of their election to the persons elected. No person elected 
l?dKt^^^ to a dty office shall act in an offidal capadty by virtue of 
been iuuad. g^jj dectioB before such certificate has been issued. 

PART IV. 
Froeattdingi in Cana ot Failure to Soct, and Vacandes In State 

OfflCM. 

JteS^fiSut. Section 335. If, upon examinatioii of the copies of the 
toeiwt'« records of votes for presidential electors, it appears that a 
Sor™8S'i soa. majority of the whole number of electors has not been chosen, 
the governor shall forthwith, by proclamation, call t<^ether 
the general court; and the senators and representatives as- 
sembled in joint convention shall by ballot choose electors 
to complete the full number. 
•b^5'«"tUM ^ ^^^ whole number of electors has not been chosen when 
of amtiat. the dectors meet on the second Monday in January, or if an 
elector has died or is then absent, the electors present shall 
forthwith choose electors from the dtizens of tiie common- 
wealth to complete the full number. 
^'°*'*toii"*tti Section 336. Upon a failure to choose a senator in con- 
•lect'or gress or upon a vacancy in said office the governor shall cause 

mir^' precepts to be issued to the aldermen in every dty and the 
selectmen in every town directing them to call meetings of 
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the voters on the day appointed th«^n for the election of 
such senator. 

SBcnoN 337. Upon a failure to choose a representative BaprwDtatin 
in congress or upon a vacancy in said office, the governor t^l^uniut 
shall cause precepts to be issued to the aldennen in every «om^»*. 
<aty and the selectmen in every town in the district, direct- 
ii^ them to call meetings of the voters on the day appointed 
therein for the election of such representative. 

Section 338. Upon a fwlure to choose a representative iU[mwit.tire 
in the general court at the annual stat« election, a certificate ^^an, luiun 
thereof shall be transmitted forthwith to the secretaiy of the ^n%3, i sag. 
commonwealth by the officers required to transmit certifi- 
cates of election, and another election to fill the vacancy for 
such representative shall be held on the fourth Monday of 
the same month of November. 

Upon a vacancy in the office of representative in the gen- vuuor. 
eral court or upon the fulure to elect on the fourth Monday 
of November, the spei^r of the house of representatives 
shall issue precepts to the board of aldennen of each city and 
the selectmen of each town comprising the district or any 
part thereof, appointing such time as the bouse of represent- 
atives may order for an election to fill such vacancy. Upon 
the receipt of such precepts, the aldennen or the selectmen 
shall call meetings of the qualified voters in the district, 
which shall be held in accordance with the precepts. 

Section 339. Upon a fiulure to choose a district attor- omum 
ney, clerk of the courts, register of probate and insolvency or ^^^^ offl»«, 
sheriff, the governor shall cause precepts to be issued to the igor|^ 'i^ 
IHY>per officers, directing them to call meetings of the voters 
on the day appointed therrin, for the election of such oMcer. 

Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in any of the Vamniy. 
above named offices, he shall in like manner caxise precepts 
to be issued for an election to fill such vacancy at the next 
annual state election for which precepts can be seasonably 
issued. 

Upon a vacancy in the office of district attorney, r^jjster vmouwy, 
of probate and insolvency or sheriff, the governor wit£ the '" 
advice and consent of the coundl may apprant some person 
thereto until a district attorney, roister of probate and in- 
solvency or sheriff is elected and qualified. Upon a vacancy 
in the office of clerk of the courts in any county, or of the 
clerk of the supreme judicial court in the county of Suffolk, 
the justices of said court may appoint a clerk who shall hold 
the office until a clerk is elected and qualified. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



116 FAILURES TO ELECT, ETC.. IN STATE OFFICES. 

SSTmSrt's^ Upon a vacancy in the office of a clerk of the superior court 
folk oounty, in the county of Suffolk, the justices of said court niay sp- 
point a clerk, who shall hold the office until a clerk is elected 
and qualified. 
Sl!''SJSw'»( Section 340. Upon a failure to choose a county treaaunr 
™jj»ii'™ or a register of deeds for a county or district, except the 
iwe' SSi' ' ^' <=°""*^^ ^^ Suffolk and Nantucket, the county conunissioDers 
im, lis! shall forthwith issue i^ecepts to the board of aldermen of 
each dty and the selectmen of each town in such county or 
district, directing them to call meetings of the voters for the 
election of such officer on a day appointed therdn. 
v»mni^. Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in the office of 

county treasurer or of register of deeds in a county or district, 
except the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket, the county 
conmiissioners shall in like manner issue precepts for an elec- 
tion to £11 such vacancy at the nest annual state election for 
which precepts can be seasonably issued, and may appoint 
some person to fill such office imtil a person is elected tiiereto 
In CUB of and qualified. In case of the inability of the treasurer of any 
^nty*tiwi»- county to act as such treasurer by reason of illness or absence 
«to^. aiuMy from the county, or by reason of any other cause, the county 
"""wMwiirtr commbsioners for said county may appoint some person to 
•>ui- fill such office until saiA treasurer is able to resume his duties. 

SStSi'w The person appointed to act as temporary treasurer shall pve 
givB bond, ^ bond to secuTc the faithful performance of bis duties, in 
such sum and with such sureties as s^d county commissioDers 
shall approve. 
d^l!*8uffoik Upon a failure to choose a register of deeds in the county 
couDty, fiUuM of Suffolk, or upon a vacancy in that office, the board of alder- 
TBwiiey. men of tbe dty of Boston shall call meetings to elect a register 

of deeds or to fill such vacancy, as is above provided for an 
dection in other counties; and, upon a vacancy in that office 
in said coimty of Suffolk, the supmor court shall appoint 
some person to the office until a person is elected thereto and 
qualified. 
^S%m, Upon a failure to choose a re^ster of deeds in the county 

" of Nantucket, or upon a vacancy in that office, the selectmen 

of the town of Nantucket shall call a meeting to elect a reg- 
ister of deeds as is above provided for an election in other 
counties, and may appunt some person to the office until a 
person is elected thereto and qualified. 
'"Twj^ » Whenever in any county a renter of deeds who has no 

(i»^. •*«'' 1* assbtant b unable, or if he has an as^stant or assistants he 
"" and such asdstant or assbtants are unable, by reason of udt- 
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nes3 or otherwise to perform the duties of their respective munty mm- 
offices, the county commissioners for the county electing such "™""" "*' 



register or, in the county of Suffolk, the superior court, may HS^f" 
appoint a register of deeds pro tempore who shall perform 
the duties of register until the said elected register or his 
assistants or uiy of them is able to resume the duties of his 
office, or until the election and qualification of a new register. 
A register of deeds pro tempore shall be sworn and shali give To b«,nn>rn 
a bond according to the requirements of law for registers of "^ ■*" '"'"'■ 
deeds, and notice of his appointment shall be recorded in the 
registey of deeds in which he is to act. A roister of deeds Pm«» and 
jato tempore studl have the same duties and powers as are "*"' 
provided for by law in the case of registers of deeds, and shall 
receive such compensation for his services as said county 
commissioners and the superior court, respectively, may 
deem reasonable. 

Section 341. Upon a failure to choose a county commis- coantyor 
sioner or associate commissioner, the board of examiners shall ^^^^iooer, 
forthwith issue precepts to the board of aldermen of each Jj^ " 
dty and to the selectmen of each town in such county, direct- "•"• '"*■ • *"8- 
ing them to call meetings of the voters to elect such officer 
on a day appointed therein. In the county of Middlesex, 
such precept shall also be issued to the selectmen of the 
towns of Revere and Winthrop. 

Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in the office of JJ^^' 
county commis^oner or associate commissioner, the board of 
^uuniners shall in like manner issue precepts for an election 
to fill such vacancy at the next annual state election for 
which precepts can be seasonably issued, except that no such 
election shall he held unless the term of office of the commis- 
sioner whose office is so vacant extends beyond the first 
Wednesday of January next succeeding the day of such elec- 
tion. 

Upon a vacancy in stud offices, the county commissioners Vuuwy, 
or the two remaining county commissioners, as the case may 'pp**""^'- 
be, and the clerk of the courts for the county, or a majority 
of them, may appoint some person to fill such office until a 
person is elected thereto and qualified. 

Section 342. If there is a vacancy in the office of district Di«triet 
attorney, clerk of the courts, register of probate and insol- m^^offiMn, 
vency, sheriff, county treasurer, roister of deeds, county com- igm^^ 1 3o». 
missioner or associate commissioQer, the term of which ex- 
pires on the first Wednesday of January following the next 
annual state election for which precepts can be seasonably 
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issued, no precepts shall be issued or election held to fill such 

vacancy. 
^^^^^{^ Section 343. The county commissioners in each county 
»ob« notified, shall forthwith notify the secretary of the commonwealth 

XM!, 6M. 1 SIO. , -^i_«-p : ^ P-. 

of any vacancy m the omce of county treasurer or of register 

of deeds; and the board of examiners shall give like notice 

to the secretary of any vacancy in the office of county com- 

Capr at missioner or assodate commissioner, and in each case they 

£^£^ shall send to him a copy of the precepts issued by them 

for an election. 
6n^^X>. SEcnoN 344. At elections held because of a failure 
Kmlwli'i *** ^^^ '". *** ^ vacandes. the proceedings shall be the 
same, so far as applicable, as in elections to the same office 
at the amiual state election. 

ProcMdlnct ot Pruld«ntlal Elwston. 

^^^ Section 345. The persons chosen as presidential electors 

ii«»tiijj^™- shall meet at the state house on the Saturday preceding 

iMT. HO, 1 3IJ. the second Monday in January succeeding their election 

at three o'clock in tiie afternoon and organize by the choice 

of a presiding officer and secretary. The secretary of the 

commonwealth shall call the meeting to order, call the roll 

of electors, and preade until a presiding officer shall be 

chosen. 

If, on the second Monday in January, the whole number 
of electors has not been chosen, or if any electors have died 
or are then absent, the electors present shall forthwith 
choose Sectors from the citizens of this commonwealth to 
complete the full number. They shall thereupon vote by 
ballot for president and vice preadent of the United States, 
one of whom at least diall not be an inhabitant of this 
commonwealth. They shall name in their ballots the 
person voted for as president, and in distinct ballots, the 
person voted for as vice president. They shall make distinct 
lists of all persons voted for as president and of all persons 
voted for as vice president and of the number of votes for 
each, and shall sign, certify and transmit such lists, sealed, 
to the seat of government of the United States, directed to 
the president of the senate; and they shall in all respects 
proceed conformably to the constitution and laws ot the 
United States. The secretary of the electoral college shall 
keep a journal of its proceedings and deposit the same in 
the office of the secretary of the commonwealth, where it 
shall be recorded and filed. 
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SEcnoN 346. E^ach elector shall receive from the com- Campenutioa. 
monwealth three dollars for each day of attendance, and 
one dollar for every five miles of travel from his residence 
to the place of meeting. 

Corrupt PraetdcM. 

Section 347. No person shall, in order to aid or promote candidate not 
his own nomination or election to a public office, directly ^SSSnt,"^ 
or indirectly, himself or through another person, promise ^mj^S^n^ 
to appoint, or promise to secure or assist in securing the ^'"JJ; .ju 
appointment, nomination or election of another person to 
a public position or employment or to a position of honor, 
trust or emolument, except that he may announce or define 
what is his choice or p\uT>ose in relation to an election in 
which he may be called to take part, if elected. 

Section 348. No person shall, in order to aid or promote FayipeDU,ecc., 
his own nominatioQ or election to a public office, directly ^ShS*"™ 
or indirectly, himself or through another person, give, pay, i{!JI;ml;|?|^" 
expend or contribute, or promise to give, pay, expend or 
contribute, any money or other valuable thing, except for 
personal expenses or to a political committee as hereinafter 
provided. The words "personal expenses", as used in this Tiino"per- 
act, shall include only expenses directly incurred and Si^eS!'*'™* 
I>aid by a person for travelling and for purposes properly 
incidental to travelling; for writing, printing and preparing 
for transmission and distributing any letter, drcular, or other 
publication, wherein is stated his position or views upon 
public or other questions; for stationery and postage; for 
tel^raph, telephone and messenger service, expressage, 
and for preparing, drculating and fiUng nomination papers, 
and for the hire of not more than one conveyance to be used 
at each polling place at primaries only. 

No person not a candidate for nomination or election, PurpoMfor 
and no political committee, as defined in section one shall, ^^l,^^" 
in order to aid, promote or defeat the nomination or election StSS'iS^' 
of any p^^on to public office, pay, expend or contribute, S!i2|Ur°'^' 
or promise to pay, expend or contribute, any money or 
valuable thing except in good futh for the following pur- 
poses: advertising, rent and maintenance of political head- 
quarters, meetings, refreshments other than intoxicating 
liquors, decorations and music, postage, stationery, printing, 
expressage, travellir^ expenses of candidates, committees, 
speakers and clerks, telephone, telegraph, messei^er service 
fwd clerk hire, and for preparing, circulating and filing 
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nomination papers; but a political committee may expend 
money for the hire of not more than one conveyance to be 
used at each polling place at elections only. 
™tto^i^'" SficnoN 349. A person who is a candidate for nomina- 
i^oa B£Bn- ^^QJ^ Qj. ^jjQ ig nominated as a candidate or voted for with 
im! m' { j"' ^ assent for public office, may make a voluntary payment 
of money or a voluntary and unconditional promise of pay- 
ment of money to a political committee for the promotion 
of the principles of the party which it represents, or tor 
^^d^wT" its general purposes. No candidate for nomination or 
''°"*'- election or both, shall in any one election, including the pri- 

maiy thereof, make or incur, directly or Indirectly, any 
ptQanents, expenditures, promises or Uabilities under th^ 
section which exceed in the whole twenty-five dollars for 
each one thousand or major portion thereof of the registered 
voters qualified to vote for the office in question at the next 
Iffeceding election, but no candidate shall expend more 
than five thousand dollars, and any candidate may expend 
at least one hundred and fifty dollars for the said purposes. 
^KITmiS?" Section 360. No person shall, directly or indirectly, 
MimTMo. himself or through another person, make a payment or 
fi&,Tao,ia». promise of payment to a political committee or to any 
person acting under its autiiority or in its behalf, in any 
name except his own; nor shall such committee or person 
knowingly recrive a payment or promise of payment, or 
enter or cause the same to be entered in the accounts or 
records of such committee, in any other name than that of 
the person by whom it is made, 
h^^liidata Section 351. No person or persons, no pditical com- 
pr^bited, mittce and no person acting under the authority of a political 
i^Im'UI*' co°™"tt«e or in its behtdf, shall demand, solicit, ask or 
invite from a person who is a candidate for nomination or 
election to public office, or who is occupying an dective 
public office, any payment or gift of money or other valuable 
thing, or promise of payment or gift of money or other 
valuable thing for advertising, gratuities, donations, tickets, 
S''^'S' prc^rammea, or any other purpose whatsoever; and no 
'oaie paymant, such candidate for nomination or election, and no one who 
■siwiud. is occupying an elective public office, shall make any such 
payment or gift, or pronuse to make any such payment 
or gift, to any person or persons, political committee, or any 
person acting under the authority of a political committee, 
if such person or political committee has demanded, sohcited, 
asked, or invited from him any such payment, ^t, or promise 
of payment or gift; but this provi^on shall not apply to 
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the solidting or making in good faith of gifts for charitable 
or religious purposes. 

SEcnoN 352. No political committee, and no person Dtmudioi, 
acting under its authority or in its behalf, shall demand ^SiSm^^., 
or solicit from any person who is a candidate for nomination ^1J^ u> 
to elective offite, or from anyone acting in his behalf, a pay- JSU^'^^™ " 
ment of money or a promise of payment of money, as a (5^""^™- 
prerequisite to his obtaining from such committee or its 
agent the nomination papers required by the provisions of 
sections one hundred and sixty-three to one hundred and 
seventy, inclusive. 

Section 353. No bu^ess corporation incorporated under PaymMiu, «tc., 
the laws of, or doing business in this commonwealth, and f^SS^''u!'" 
no officer or agent acting in behalf of such corporation, shall £!^?£b 
directiy or indirectly give, pay, expend or contribute, or eteS&"irf'B" 
promise to give, pay, expend or contribute any money or g^gj,^' 
other valuable thing in order to aid, promote or prevent |^. gj. j j- 
the nomination or Section of any person to public office, 
or in order to aid, promote or antagonize the interests of 
any political party. No person or persons, no political ^iES°S,m- 
committee and bo person acting under the authority of 2iJ^;^^"e 
a pohtical committee, or in its behalf, shall soUdt or receive ^ psyment, 
from such corporation any such gdt, payment, expenditure 
or ctmtribution, or any promise to i^ve, pay, expend or 
contribute. 

Section 354. No person shall publish or cause to be PubiutioD oi 
published in a newspaper or other periodical, either in its ^^uSai ui- 
advertising or reading columns, any pVd matter which is SttSSS^"' 
designed or tends to aid, injure, or defeat any candidate [^; H'^jV' 
for public office or a constitutional amendment or any other 
question submitted to the voters, unless the name of the 
chairman or secretary or the names of two officers of the 
political or other organization inserting the same, or the 
name of some voter who is respondble therefor, with his 
residence and the street and number thereof, if any, appear 
tiierein in the nature of a signature. Such matter inswted ^f^ioJ^S^"* 
in reading columns shall be preceded or followed by the thewwd- Ad- 
word "Advertisement" in a separate line, in type not smaller " 
than that of the body type of the newspaper or other 
periodical. 

SEcnoN 355. No person shall pay the owner, editor, p«vmmtio 
publisher, or agent of a newspaper or other periodical to ^"nanpsHi, ' 
induce him editorially to advocate or oppose any candidate VSi^lx^ « 
for public office or political prindple, or a constitutional J^J^of 
amendment or any other question submitted to the voters; 
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BudidaM and no suck owner, editor, publisher, or i^ent shall accept 
{mlui. I'l. such payment. This provi^oo shall not apply to the out- 
1010. u, 1 1. j^gjjj. purchase of such newspaper or periodi<»l. 
SSittocS!^,. Section 356. No corporation canying on the buaness 
of a bank, trust, surety, indemnity, safe deport, insurance, 
railroad, street rulway, telegraph, telephone, gas, electric 
light, beat, power, canal, aqueduct, or water company, or 
any company having the right to take or condemn land or 
to exercise franchises in public ways, granted by the common- 
wealth or by any county, city or town, and no trustee or 
trustees owning or holding the majority of the stock of such 
a corporation, shall pay or contribute in ordo" to aid, promote, 
or prevent the nomination or election of any person to public 
ofiSce, or in order to aid, promote or antagonize the interests 
of any political party, or to influence or affect the vote on 
any question submitted to the voters. No person shall 
solicit or receive such payment or contribution from such 
proTiw. corporation or such holders of stock: ■promded, hotoever, 

that this section shall not be construed to prevent the bona 
fide publication or drculation by such a corporation, or such 
trustee or trustees, of paid matter when under a referendimi 
or question submitted to the voters, the taking, purchasing 
or acquiring of any of the property, business or assets of 
the corporation is involved, provided that the name of the 
corporation appears therein in the nature of a signature, 
To b« pmeedBd snd that, if Inserted as reading matter, such matter is pre- 
J£/"JJ^^.^^. ceded or followed by the word "Advertisement", in the 
vMtiMment." manner required by section three hundred and fifty-four. 
bt^^^^*"*" Section 357. No pohtical committee and no person 
f*"^^'"'' ^'"* ^^ required to file a statement shall make any payment 
i»07\ sm', 1 3». or promise of payment of money to or in behalf of any 
person for naturalization fees or for services as counsel or 
otherwise in assisting any one to obttun naturalization. 
Every po^H^ SECTION 358. Evcry political committee shall have a 
haveniBM- treasurer, who is a voter of the commonwealth, and shall 
19^,' m, 1 321. cause him to keep detailed accounts of all money or its 
im. 618. 1 1. equivalent, received by or promised to the committee, <«■ 
by or to any person acting under its authority or in its 
behalf, and of all expenditures, disbursements and promises 
of payment or disbursement made by the committee or by 
HwjdpM oc any person acting under its authority or in its behalf. No 
^Siwt!S*^tii person acting under its authority or behalf shall receive 
J^^^ " any money or its equivalent, or expend or disburse the same, 
until the committee has chosen a treasurer. 
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The numbCT of persons that may be employed by political '*™''^(g^. 
committees in dties for any purpose, except as caucus ""'^l. ^ 
officers, shall not exceed sax persons iu each voting precinct p^tioj am- 
of the city. In cities, or parts thereof, not divided into citST''" 
precincts, the number shall not exceed six for each ward. 

Section 359. Whoever, acting under the authority or Pmon* uaot 
in behalf of a political committee, recaves any money w^wX-***" 
or its equivalent, or promise of the same, or expends or incurs iSot^S^* 
any liability to pay the same, shall, on demand, and in ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ 
any event within fourteen days after such receipt, expendi- 
ture, promise or liabihty, give to the treasurer a detailed 
account of the same, with all vouchers required by this 
act, which shall be a part of the accoimts and files of such 
treasurer. 

Section 360. The treasurer of every political committee Tmrnawto 
which receives, expends or disburses any money or its equiva- oOTt^w.™"'' 
lent, or incurs any liabihty to pay money in connection *""■ ""• ' *^- 
with any nomination or election to an amount exceeding 
twenty dollars, shall, within thirty days after such election, 
file a statement setting forth all the receipts, expenditures, 
disbursements and habilities of the committee and of every 
officer and other person acting under its authority or in 
its behalf. It shall include the amount in each case recdved, 
the name of the person or committee tiom whom received, 
the date of its receipt, the amount of every expenditure 
or disbursement, the name of the person or committee to 
whom it was made, and the date thereof; and, unless such 
expenditure or disbursement was made to another pofitical 
committee, shall clearly state the purpose of such expenditure 
or disbursement; also the date and amoimt of every existing 
promise or liabiUty, both to and from such committee, 
remaining unfulfilled and in force when the statement is 
made, the name of the person or committee to or from whom 
the unfulfilled promise or liability exists, and a clear state- 
ment of the purpose for which the promise or liability was 
made or incurred. If the aggregate receipts or disburse- 
ments of a political committee in connection with any 
election shall not exceed twenty dollars, the treasurer of 
the committee shall, within thirty days after the election, 
certify the fact under oath to the secretary of the common- 
wealth. 

Section 361. Whoever, acting otherwise than under otber pmnu 
the authority or in behalf of a political committee having mS^-^- 
a treasurer, rec«ves money or its equivalent, or expends or "" 
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disburses, or i»oimses to expend or disburse DK>ney or its 
equivalent, to an amount exceeding twenty dollars, to aid 
or promote the success or defeat of a political party or 
principle in any election, or to aid or influence the nomina- 
tioD, election or defeat of a candidate for office, shall file 
in the dty or town in which be is a voter, the statement 
required by the preceding section, and shall be subject to 
all the duties required by this act of a political con^ 
mittee or the treasurer thereof; but no person except a 
Voter of the commonwealth shall receive, expend or disburse 
any money or its equivalent or promise to expend or dis- 
burse any money or its equivalent, for either of the purposes 
above named, except for personal expenses as is herein pro- 
vided, or under the authority or in behalf of a political 
committee. 
SS{5^ Section 362. Every candidate for nomination to a 
•». I MS- pubhc ofiGce shall, within seven days after the last day for 
filing nominations for that office, and every candidate for 
election to a public office shall within seven days after the 
election held to fill the office, file a statement in writing 
setting forth each sum of money and thing of value expended, 
contributed, or promised by him, for the purpose of securing 
or in any way affecting his nomination or dection to the office, 
and the name of the person or political committee to whom 
the payment, contribution or promise was made and the 
date thereof. 

SECnoN 363. The statement required to be filed by 
a candidate, treasurer or other person shall be filed with 
the clerk of the city or town in which such candidate, treas- 
urer or other person is a voter. In case the nomination 
to which such statement relates is a nomination to a state 
or national office, or the election is a state or national elec- 
tion, a duplicate shall be filed with the secretary of the 
conunonweatth. Whoever makes a statement required 
by the provisions of this act shall make oath that it is 
in all respects correct and true to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 

Section 364. The secretary of the commonwealth shall 
inspect all statements filed with him, and the clerks of 
cities shall inspect all statements relating to nominations 
and to city elections filed with them, within sixty days 
after the election to which they relate, and if upon examina^ 
tion of the official ballot it appears that any person has 
failed to file a statement as required by law, or if it appears 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



CORRUPT PRACTICES. 125 

to the secretary that any such statement filed with him 

does not conform to law, or if it appears to a city clerk that 

such statement relating to a dty nomination or election 

does not confonu to law, or upon complunt in writing by 

five registered voters that a statement does not conform 

to taw, or that any person has failed to file a statement 

required by law, the secretary or city clerk shall in writing 

notify the delinquent person. Such complaint shall state c 

in detail the grounds of objection, shall be sworn to by one '' ' ""^ 

of the subscribers, and shall be filed with the secretary or 

with the proper city clerk within ninety days after the 

election in question, or within sixty days after the filing of 

a statement or amended statement. 

Section 365. Upon the fulure to file a statement within AttorHy- 
ten days after receiving notice under the preceding section, ^Sd" "* 
or if any statement filed as above discloses any violation """• ""' ' "*■ 
of any provision of this act relating to corrupt practices 
in elections, the secretary of the commonwealth or the 
dty clerk, as the case may be, shall notify the attorney- 
general thereof and shall furnish him wiUi copies <J aU 
papers relating thereto, and the attorney-general, within 
two months thereafter, shall examine every such case, and 
if he is satisfied that there is cause, he shall in the name of 
the commonwealth institute appropriate civil proceedings 
or refer the case to the proper district attorney for such 
action as may be aj^ropriate in the criminal courts. 

SECnoN 366. TTie supreme judicial court or the superior "^"^T^' 
court may compel any person who fails to file a statement ^i^ a nais- 
as above required, or who files a statement which does not irot.'hm' xa. 
conform to the foregoing requirements in respect to its 
truth, suffidentiy in detwl, or otherwise, to file a sufficient 
statement, upon the application of the attorney-general 
or district attorney or petition of any candidate voted for, 
or of any five persons qualified to vote at the election on 
account of which the expenditures, or any part thereof, 
were made or are alleged to have been made. Such peti- 
tion shall be filed within sixty days after such election, if the 
statement was filed within the thirty days required, but a 
petition may be filed within thirty days of any payment not 
included in the statement so filed. Proceedings under this pmoeediDQ to 
section shall be advanced upon the request of either upoarequat. 
party for speedy trial. No petition brought under this act 
shall be discontinued without the consent of the attorney- 
general. 
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^^■J^^ Section 367. No person who is called to testify in any 
1907 MO 1 330 P™c*^igs under lie preceding section shall be liable 
to criminal prosecution under this act or otherwise for any 
matters or causes in respect of which he shall be examined 
or to which his testimony shall relate, except to prosecu- 
tion for perjuiy conuoitt^ in such testimony. 
b^^^lt Section 368. AH statements shall be preserved for fifteen 
iioT. MO, 1 33], DioDths after the election to which they relate, and shall, 
under reasonable regulations, be open to public inspection. 
^^Mc.. Section 369. Every payment required to be accounted 
iJJI';^^ for shall, unless the totel expense payable to any one person 
is less than five dollars, be vouched for by a receipted bill 
stating the particulars of expense, and every voucher, receipt 
or account hereby required shall be preserved for six montiis 
after the election to which it relates. 
bS'SiSSd." Section 370. The secretary of the commonwealth shall 
laoi, HO, ) 333. at the expense of the conunonwealtb furnish to the city 
and town clerks, and in Boston to the election commis- 
sioners, blanks in form approved by the secretary and by 
the attoruey-^neral, suitable for tiie statements required 
by law. On the receipt of a list of candidates for public 
office before a caucus or primary, or upon the filing of a 
nomination before a mimicipal election, the election com- 
missioners in Boston, and the clerk of any other city or the 
town clerk shall transmit to the candidate or candidates 
put in nomination, and to the treasurers of political com- 
mittees, the blanks above described. Upon the filing of 
a nomination before a state or national election the secretary 
of the commonwealth shall transmit to the candidate or 
candidates put in nomination, and to the treasurers of the 
political committees, the blanks above described. To any 
person required to file a statement such blanks shall be 
furnished upon application therefor. 
SS^Kt^to Section 371. The provisions of this act relative to 
v^oM*^ corrupt practices shall apply to all public elections, except 
jgpiv- of town officers, and to elections by the general court and 

by city councils, and by either branch thereof, to the nomina- 
tion by primaries, caucuses and conventions and nomination 
papers of candidates to be voted for at such elections. The 
term "political committee" as defined in section one, and 
sections three hundred and forty-eight and three hundred 
and fifty shall not apply to the proprietors and publishers 
of publications issued at regular intervals, in respect to the 
ordinary conduct of their bu^ness. 
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Inqueiti In Etsction Cuw. 

SEcnoN 372. Upon a compltunt subscribed and sworn laawKia upoo 
to by any person bdFore a police, district or municipal court ai«tuo bn. 
or a trial justice, ailing that reasonable grounds exist ^""^ **"■ ' *^ 
for believing that any law relating to the assessment, qualifi- 
cation or registration of voters, or to voting lists or luillots, 
or to primaries, caucuses, conventions and elections, or to 
any matters pertaining thereto, has been violated, such 
court or justice may at once hold an inquest to inquire 
into such alleged violation of the law. 

Section 373. The court or trial justice may exclude iBqumi may 
all persons whose presence is not necessary at sudi inquest; ^inu, sto. 
and may also direct the witnesses to be kept so separated ' '"■ • *"■ 
that they cannot converse with each other until they have 
been examined. The attorney-general, the district attorney, Buniution 
or some person designated by either, shall attend the inquest "* '""""^ 
and examine the witnesses. 

Section 374. Such court, jtistice or attorney may issue wic im, 

subpoenas for witnesses, who shall be allowed the same taiJ,°«^' 
fees, whose attendance may be enforced in the same manner, """' ""• ' ''^■ 
and who shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served 
with a subpoena in behalf of the commonwealth in a criminal 
prosecution before such court or trial justice. 

Section 375. Such court or trial justice may employ 8i«umpiKr 
a stenographer and may have the proceedings reduced to i^wlmT 
writing; and if he finds that the law has been violated, ■ w. 1 33s. 
shall report to the superior court all the material facts and 
the names of any persons guilty of any such violation. 

Section 376. The court or trial justice may bind over, witDWBwimir 
as in criminal prosecutions, such witnesses as are necessary, ^^SS,™ 
or as said attorney may designate, to appear and testify ^^' *"' * ^' 
in the superior court. 

Section 377. If a person charged by the report with Certwn pensni 
the commission of an offence is not in custody, the court ^^bended. 
or trial justice shall forthwith issue a process for his appre- '*"■ **"• ' **"■ 
hension; but such process may issue before the filing of 
said report, if otherwise lawful. 

Section 378. No person shall be excused from testifying wi^e««i»t 
or produdng any papers in any inquest proceedings under ivoi'm, t mi. 
this act on the ground that his testimony may tend 
to criminate him or subject him to a penalty or forfeiture, 
but he shall not be prosecuted or be subjected to a penalty 
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or forfeiture for or on account of any action, matter or thing 
coDc^ning which he may so testify, except for peijuiy 
committed in such testimony. 

Offiean to be tlMted at 8tat« Sleetlotu. 

b?:S^S"'° Section 379. At the annual state election there shall 
i^!^.*l MJ. be chosen by the voters of the commonwealth, as prescribed 
IMS, w. \yy t}|g con^tution, a governor, lieutenant governor, secre- 

tary of the commonwealth, treasurer and receiver general, 
auditor of the commonwealth and attorney-general; by the 
voters in each councillor district, one coundllor; by the 
voters in each senatorial district, one senator; and by 
the vota^ in each representative district, such mmiber of 
representatives as the district is entitled to elect. 
^^^;^ Section 380. At the annual state dection in each year 

m?, MO, I w. in which presidential electors are required to be elected, 
a number of electors, equal to the whole number of senators 
and representatives in congress to which the commonwealth 
is entitied, shaU be chosen by the voters of the common- 
wealth. 
g^^"* Section 381. At the annual state election in the year 

IM3. nineteen hundred and sixteen, and in every ^xth year there- 

after, and in the year nineteen hundred and ^ghteen and in 
ev^y sixth year thereafter, a senator in coi^ress shall be 
chosen by the voters of the commonwealth. 
i^SSSl^™ Section 382. At the annual state election in every even 
1907, HD, i lu. numbered year a representative in congress shall be c^iosen 

by the voters in each congressional district. 
^^ Section 383. At the annual state election in the year 

i907.s^iws. nineteen hundred and thirteen, and in every third year 
thereafter, a district attorney shall be chosen by the voters 
in each of the districts into which the commonwealth b 
divided for the administration of the criminal law. 
^^ "^ Section 384. At the annual state election in the year nine- 

no?, HO. f ju. teen hundred and sixteen, and in every fifth year thereafter, 
a clerk of the supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, 
and two clerks of the superior court, one for dvil and one 
for criminal business, shaU be chosen by the voters in sud 
county; and, by the voters in each of Hae other counties, 
a derk of the courts who shall act as derk of the supreme 
judidal court, of the superior court and of the county 
commis^oners. 
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Section 385. At the annual state electioQ in the year n 
nineteen hundred and thirteen, and in every fifth year £ 
thereafter, a register of probate and insolvency shall be " 
chosen by the voters of each county. 

Section 386. At the annual state election in the year n 
nineteen hundred and arteen, and in every fifth year there- lo 
after, a register of deeds shall be chosen by the voters of 
each district for the registry of deeds, and of each coimty 
not divided into districts. 

Section 387. At the annual state election there shall ^ 
be chosen by the voters of the county of Middlesex and of '* 
the towns of Revere and Winthrop, one county commissioner 
for sud coimty and towns, and by the voters of each of the 
other counties, except the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket, 
one county commissioner for the county. 

At the annual state election in the year nineteen hundred Jj 
and thirteen, and in every third year thereafter, there shall 
likewise be chosen by the voters of the county of Middlesex 
and of the towns of Revere and Winthrop, two associate 
commissioners for said county and towns, and by the voters 
of each of the other counties, except the counties of Suffolk 
and Nantucket, two associate conunissioners tor the county, 

Not more than one of the county commissioners and ^ 
associate commissioners shall be chosen from the same dty ■" 
or town. If two persons residing in the same city or town « 
shall appear to have been chosen to said offices, the person 
only who receives the larger number of votes shall be declared 
elected; but it they shall receive an equal number of votes, 
no person shall be declared elected. If a person residing 
in a. city or town in which a county commissioner or an 
associate commissioner who is to rem^n in office also resides, 
shall appear to have been chosen, he shall not be declared 
elected. If the person is not declared elected by reason 
of the above provisions, the person rec«ving the next highest 
number of votes for the office, and who resides in another 
city or town, shall be declared elected. 

Section 388. At the annual state election in the year sh 
nineteen hundred and fifteen, and in every fifth year there- iw 
after, a sheriff shall be chosen by the voters in each county. 

Section 389. At the annual state election in the year ct 
nineteen hundred and fifteen, and in every third year there- m 
after, a county treasurer shall be chosen by the voters in 
each county, except the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket. 
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toipportwo Section 390. At the annual atate election in the year 

BuJolkoDUD^ nineteen hundred and fifteen, and in every tenth year there- 
Mii^'^nSM. after, nine commissioners shall be elected for the county of 
Suffolk, for the performance of the duties hereinafter specified. 
Five <rf SMd commissioners shall be residents of and voters 
in the dty of Boston and shall be elected by the voters of 
that dty; two shall be residents of and voters in the city 
of Chelsea and shall be elected by the voters of that city; 
one shall be a resident of and a voter in the town of Winthrop 
and shall be elected by the voters of that town; and one shall 
be a resident of and a voter in the town of Revere and shall 
be elected by the voters of that town. Swd commissioners 
shall hold office for one year from the first Wednesday of 
January next after their election. At thdr first meeting, 
they shall organize by choosing a chairman, who shall be 
City °JB«ton one of thMT uumbeT, and a clerk. The city of Boston shall 
osoe, au. provide them with a suitable office and room for hearings 
Compgiwtiaii, and shall allow and pay to them for compensation a sum 
not exceeding five hundred dollars each, said sum to be 
determined by the governor and coimdl, and a further sum 
of not D3ore than seven hundred dollars for clerk hire, station- 
ery and incidental expenses. 
'*"'™- The said commissioners shall, on the first Tuesday of 

August next after the secretary of the commonwealth shall 
have certified to them the number of representatives to which 
the county of Suffolk may be entitled, as determined by the 
general court, assemble in the dty of Boston, and, as soon 
as may be, ^all so divide said county into representative 
districts of contiguous territory as to apportion the repre- 
sentation of s^d county, as nearly as may be, according to 
the number of voters in the several districts. Such' dis- 
tricts shall be so formed that no ward of a dty and no town 
shall be divided, and no district shall be so formed that 
it shall be entitled to elect more than three representatives. 
The districts shall be numbered by the commissioners, 
and a description of each district, its number and the numbor 
of voters therdn shall be transmitted to the secretary of 
the coomionwealth, to the board of election conunis^oners 
of the dty of Boston, to the treasurer of the dty of Boston, 
to the dty clerk of the city of Boston, to the city clerk of 
the dty of Chelsea, to the clerk of the town of Revere and 
to the clerk of the town of Winthrop and shall be filed and 
kept in their respective offices. 
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Section 391. District attorneys, county commissioners, T«m»ofoffice 
associate commissioners and county treasurers shall hold ^^^l?" 
their several offices for terms of three years, and sheriffs, \no. m, \ l^' 
registers of deeds, clerks of the courts and registers of probate 
and insolvency for terms of five years, beginning with the 
first Wednesday of January in the year succeeding their 
respective elections and until their successors are chosen 
and qualified. 

SEcrrmi 392. District attorneys, re^sters of deeds and To be rMidenu, 
county treasurers shall be residents of the counties or dis- ^^^ *«'• • ^*- 
tricts for which they are chosen. 

PART v. 
ProTiBloiu applying to Town HMtdngi. 

Section 393. The annual meeting of each town shall ^IJ^'oi'SwiSl 
be held in February, March or April; and other meetings J^T^'BeoTMlli 
may be held at such times as the selectmen may order. 
Meetings may be adjourned from time to time, and to any 
place within the town. 

Section 394. Every town meeting, except as hereinafter Wi™t», 
provided, shall be caUed in pursuance of a warrant, under iwn, mo, i 3h. 
the hands of the selectmen, directed to the constables or 
to some other persons, who shall forthwith give notice of 
such meeting in the manner prescribed by the by-laws or, 
if there are no by-laws, by a vote of the town. The warrant ^ 
shall state the time and place of the meeting and the subjects 
to be there acted upon, and the selectmen shall insert in the 
warrant all subjects the insertion of which shall, in writing, 
be requested of them by any ten or more voters of the town. 
No action shall be valid luiless the subject-matter thereof StvSidf'™* 
is contained in the warrant. Two or more distinct town Wunnta nuy 
meetings for distinct purposes may be called by the same ^^^'^^uLS. 
warrant. 

Section 395. If a majority of the selectmen shall vacate wuHmtoinoBe 
their offices, or if the full number shall fail to be elected bo^Jdrf"''"' 
or qualified, the selectmen in office may call a town meeting, iboj, M^'t ui. 

Section 396. If the selectmen unreasonably refuse to JurtioB oi ih* 
call a town meeting, a justice of the peace, upon the applica- SIS™™^""" 
tion of ten or more voters of the town, may call a meeting Sot^hm'sbs. 
by a warrant under his hand, stating the subjects to be acted 
upon, directed to the constables of the town if there are any; 
otherwise to any of the persons applying therefor, directing 
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them to summon the inhabitants qualified to vote in town 
affairs, to assemble at the time and place, and for the purposes 
expressed in the warrant, 
SS^"*' Section 397. At every town meeting, except for the 

10O7, sw. t m. election of state officers, when moderators are not dected 
■ for the term of one year, a moderator shall first be chosen. 
Sr'ti^w^ Any town wMch has so voted or hereafter votes may at 
of oos ytmr. any anuual election of town officers elect from the inhabitants 
thereof by ballot, a moderator to preside at all town meetings 
except those for the election of state officers. His term of 
office shall begin as soon as he is qualified, and shall continue 
until the next annual town meeting and until his successor 
is elected and qualified. -Any town which has elected a 
moderator for the term of one year shall thereafter elect 
a moderator at every annual election of town officers, unless 
at a meeting duly called for the purpose the town votes 
to discontinue the electing of moderators for said term. 
vubim;. jf jj vacancy in the sfud office occurs during any term it 

may be filled by the voters of the town at a meeting called 
for that purpose. If a moderator so elected is a^nt, a 
moderator pro tempore may be elected. 
m^dS«(?for In towns where official ballots are used, the vote to elect 
^;^^™Jjj^ moderators for the term of one year shall be taken at a meet- 
proceedings, ing held at least thirty days before the annual town meeting 
at which the vote is to become operative, and at the first 
annual meeting after the town has so voted a moderator 
shall be chosen as provided in section four hundred and ten 
to serve at that meeting, and the moderator elected on the 
official ballot at that meeting shall act at subsequent town 
meetinp, except those for the election of state officers, 
until his successor is elected and qualified. 
SidfSi'r^ At every town meeting until a moderator or moderator 
n^mior ii ppg tempore is elected, ijie town clerk shall preside, but if 
he is absent or if there is no town clerk, the ch^rman of the 
selectmen or the member loi^st in continuous service shall 
preside, but if no selectman is present, the justice of the 
peace calling such meeting, if the meeting is so called, shall 
preside. Such presiding officer shall have the powers and 
perform the duties of a moderator. 
dSIS'irf"'' Section 398. The moderator shall preade and regidate 

JJg^™°"j^ the proceedings, decide all questions of order, and make 
itn', m:'. ' public declaration of all votes, and may administer in open ■ 
meeting the oath of office to any town officer chosen therea.t. 
If a vote so declared is immediately questioned by seven 
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or more of the voters, he shall verify it by polling the voters 
or by dividing the meeting unless the town has by a previous 
order or by its by-laws provided another method. 

A town may at any town meeting called for the purpose Twm may sum 
pass by-laws, subject to the provisions of this section, for ^f^^uooot 
the regulation of the proceedings at town meetings of the Ef??^"??-^- 
town. Such by-^ws shall be approved and pubhshed in 
the manner prescribed by section one of chapter three hundred 
and forty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
four. 

Section 399. No person shall address a town meeting E^)e»kiii«in 
without leave of the moderator, and all persons shall at the re«uui«i. 
request of the moderator be silent. If a person, after warn- ■ 
ing from the moderator, persists in disorderly behavior, 
the moderator may ordo- him to withdraw from tiie meeting; 
and if he does not withdraw, may order a constable or any 
other person to remove him and confine him in some con- 
venient place until the meeting is adjourned. 

Election of Town Offlcen. 

Section 400. Every town at its annual meeting shall J^^*™" 
in every year, except as is otherwise provided in the follow- "^g **• ^ 
ing sections, dioose from the inhabitants thereof the following ivn, uo, 1 3«3. 
named town officers, who, except as otherwise provided 
in the following sections, shall serve during the year: 

A town clerk; 

Three, five, seven or nine selectmen; 

Three or more assessors; and, if the town so votes, three 
or more assistant assessors; 

Three or more overseers of the poor; 

A town treasiu^r, whom the town may at any meeting 
appoint collector of taxes; 

One or more collectors of taxes, if the town so votes; 

One or more auditors, who shall hold no other town office; 

One or m(»« highway surveyors, if the town so votes; 

A road commissioner, if the town has provided for such 
officer; 

A sewer conmus^oner, if the town has provided for such 
officer; 

One or more constables, who shall also be collectors of 
taxes, unless other persons are specially chosen or appointed 
as such; 

Two or more field drivers; 
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Two or more fence viewers; and such other town officers 
as are required hy law then to be chosen; 

A tree warden. 

The town shall likewise at its annual "meeting choose 
from the inhabitants thereof members of the school com- 
mittee, which committee shall consist of any number of 
persons divisible by three which the town has decided to 
elect, one third thereof to be elected annually, for the term 
of three years. If a town fails or neglects to choose such 
committee, an election at a subsequent meeting shall be 
vahd. Where official ballots are used the number to be so 
elected shall be determined at a meeting held at least thirty 
days before the annual town meeting. A town may, at an 
annual meeting, if official b^lots are not used, otherwise 
at a meeting held at least thirty days before the annu^ 
meeting at which such change is to become operative, vote 
to increase or diminish the number of its school conmiittee. 
Such increase shall be made by adding one or more to each 
class, to hold office according to the tenure of the class to 
which they are severally chosen. Such diminution shall be 
made by choosing, annually, such number as will in three 
years effect it, and a vote to diminish shall remain in force 
until the diminution under it is accomplished. 

Women shall be eligible as overseers of the poor and school 
committee. 

Section 401. In towns which vote to accept the pro- 
visions of this section or have voted to accept the correspond- 
ing provisions of earlier laws, the town clerk may, until 
such acceptance is revoked at a subsequent meeting, be 
chosen for a term of three years; and such clerk may also 
serve as clerk of such officers, boards and departments of 
the town as the town may determine by a vote taken at 
said meeting or at a subsequent meeting. 

Section 402. In towns which vote to accept the pro- 
visions of this section or have voted to accept the correspond- 
ing providons of earher laws, there shall be elected at the 
annual town meeting in each year, until such acceptance 
is revoked by the town, a highway surveyor, who shall hold 
his office for one year. Upon the election of such surveyor, 
the office of road commissioner shall terminate. 

Section 403. A town which has voted to accept the 
provisions of the preceding section, or has voted to accept 
the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, may vote that 
the term of office of the highway surveyor shall be three years. 
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Section 404. In towns where official ballots are not used, ^ 
the question of the acceptance or revocation of the acceptance " 
of any of the three preceding sections shall be voted upon 
only at an annual town meeting, and such vote shall take 
effect forthwith. In other towns, the question of acceptance 
or revocation shall be voted upon at a meeting held at least 
thirty days before the ^nnu^ meeting at which such vote 
is to become operative. 

Section 405. A town may elect a board of health con- b 
sisting of three persons, who shall serve for terms of one, m 
two and three years respectively, beginning with the day " 
following the meeting at which they are elected, or until 
their respective successors are chosen and qualified; and 
thereafter such town shall, at its annual town meeting, 
choose one member of such boajd who shall hold office for 
three years from the day following such meeting and until 
another is chosen and qualified in his stead. If no such if 
board is chosen, the selectmen shall act as a board of health. " 
In every town having more than five thousand inhabitants o 
as determined by the latest national or state census at least ^ 
one member of the board, unless composed of the selectmen, ** 
shall be a physidan. Where official ballots are used the h 
question of electing a board of health shall be voted upon 'J 
at a meeting held at least thirty days before the annual "" 
meeting at which such vote is to become operative. 

SECnoN 406. A town may, at an annual meeting, if ^ 
official ballots are not used, otherwise at a meeting held at p 
least thirty days before the annual meeting at which such n 
change is to become operative, vote to elect its selectmen, 
or overseers of the poor in the following manner: — 

If the number fixed by the town is three, it shall, at the 
annual meeting when such vote is passed or at the next 
annual meeting, elect one for the term of one year, one for 
the term of two years and one for the term of three years; 
if the nimiber is five, it shall elect one for the term of one 
year, two for terms of two years and two for terms of three 
years; it the number is seven, it shall elect two for terms of 
one year, two for terms of two years and three for terms of 
three years; if the number is nine, it shall elect three for 
terms of one year, three for terms of two years and 
three for terms of three years; and at each annual meet- 
ing thereafter, it shall elect one, two or three for the 
term of three years as the term of office of one, two or 
three expires. 
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t?i^!^^J^^ Section 407. A town which votes to increase or diminish 
J™jJ'J:'» the number of ita selectmen or overseers of the poor, may 
■^™«> « at the same meeting if an annu^ meeting, otherwise at the 
pogr. annual meeting next succeeding the meeting at which the 

vote was pass^l, elect one or more such additional officers, 
or omit to elect one or more such officers, so aa to bring the 
number to the limit fixed by the vote of the town, with 
terms of office expiring in the manner provided in the pre- 
ceding section; but one selectman and overseer of the poor 
l^,^^^"*' shall be elected annually. A town which has voted to elect 
said officers as provided in the preceding section, may at an 
annual meeting if officii^ ballots are not used, otherwise at 
a meeting held at least thirty daj's before the annual meet- 
ing, rescind such action; but such rescnssion shall not affect 
the term of office of any such officer. 
^^^^^^'^^a Section 408. Each assessor in every city and town 
j^«™.'™*' of the commonwealth, except in the rity of Boston, shall 
amisn. be elected or appointed to hold office for the term of three 
years and xmtit his successor is duly elected or appointed. 
Tliere shall be three, five, seven or nine assessors in each 
dty and town, and as nearly one third as may be of the 
number shall be elected or appointed annually. A town 
by vote of a town meeting may change the number of assessors 
within the limits herein established, but such vote shall 
not effect the term of office of any assessor serving at the 
time of its adoption. 
Tomnmrroto SECTION 409. A town may at an annual meeting if 
road aikd thne offidal ballots are not used, otherwise at a meeting held at 
^^il^i^? least thirty days before the annual meeting, vote to elect 
H07. 9«D, 1 3M. jijjgg jipjyj commissioners and three sewCT commissioners 

in the following manner: — 
S'^ce!' ''™* ^* shall, at the annual meeting when such vote is passed 
or at the annual meeting next succeeding the meeting at 
which the vote was passed, elect one for the term of one 
year, one for the term of two years and one for the term of 
three years; and at each amnial meeting thereafter it shall 
J^L^^^ elect one for the term of three years. A town which has 
voted to elect said officers as herein provided, may in like 
manner rescind such action; and thereupon, if at an annual 
meeting, the offices of road commissioners or sewer commis- 
sioners shall be aboUshed. If such vote is taken at a meeting 
held at least thirty days before the annual meeting such 
abolition shall take effect at the next annual meeting. 
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Section 410. The election of a moderator at a meeting ModMswr, 
for the choice of town officers shall be by ballot and the 2S^i^, 
voting list shall be used thereat. When moderators are ^%,, 1 370. 
not elected for the term of one year, if the number of voters 
registered for the annual town meedng shall exceed five hun- 
dred, no person shall print or t^stribute for use at the elec- 
tion of moderator at such meeting any ballots unless they 
shall be of plain white paper, in weight not less than that 
of ordinary printing paper, not less than five and one half 
nor more than six inches in length, and not less than three 
and one half nor more than four inches in width; shall 
have no imnting, engraving, device or mark upon the back 
thereof, and, if printed, shall be printed in black ink with 
the name of the candidate in a line parallel with the length 
of the ballot, and in capital letters not less than one eighth 
of an inch nor more than one quarter of an inch in height. 
Ballots for moderator, although not in conformity with the Cert^a b>iiota 
above requirements, shall be received and counted, *" "" *™"**'' 

Section 411. The election of town clerk, selectmen, To^m oOsm, 
assessors, overseers of the poor, town treasurer, auditor, SImIm. , 
collector of taxes, constables, road commissioners, sewer ' 
commissioners, board of health and school committee shall 
be by ballot; and the election of all other town officers shall 
be in such manner as the town may determine, unless other- 
wise provided by law, A town which chooses its overseers Beiectmen mar 
of the poor for one year, may, instead of electing such officers, of tS^^S^ 
provide by vote that the selectmen shall act also as over- ""*" '™"- 
seers of the poor, or both. Such vote shall, in any town 
using official ballots, be passed at a meeting held at least 
thirty days before the annual meeting at which such select- 
men are to be chosen. 

Section 412. The voting list shall be used and the name wiun votinc 
of every person voting shall be checked thereon in the election aaad. 
of all town officers whose election is by law required to be '*"■ ""■ ' *"" 
by ballot, and in voting upon the question of granting 
licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors; but in tiie eleC'. 
tioQ of other town officers the meeting shall determine 
whether the voting list shall be used. 

Section 413. If the town clerk, selectmen, assessors, SBiiota 10 be 
treasurer, collector of taxes and school committee are voted iSdoM^'aio. 
for on one ballot, the moderator sliall cause all such ballots ^"'' ""' ' ^"" 
when canvassed and counted, and record thereof has been 
made, publicly to be enclosed in envelopes, which shall be 
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led and indorsed, and certified in the manner required 
section three hundred and four. 

Jection 414. A person who is elected town clerk, it 
sent St the meeting, shall forthwith be sworn, either 

the moderator or by a justice of the peace, and shall 
once enter upon the performance of his duties. Every 
m officer designated by name in section four hundred, 
ess other provision is specifically made by law, shall 
er upon the performance of his duties on the day after 

election or as soon thereafter as he is qualified, and shall 
d office during the term fixed hy law, which shall b^n 

tlie day after the annual meeting, and until another 
son is chosen and qualified in his atead. 
Jection 415. Town officers designated by name in section 
r hundred shall, before entering upon their official duties, 

sworn to the fMthful performance thereof. Such oath 
y be administered by the moderator in open town meet- 
, or by the town clerk. The town clerk shall forthwith, 
ST the election or appointment of town officers required 
take an oath of office, make a list of the names of all such 
cers not sworn by him or by the moderator, and deliver 
nth his warrant to a constable requiring him within three 
rs to summon each such person to appear and take the 
h of office within seven days after the service of such 
omons upon him; and Uie constable shall within said 
en days make return thereof to the town clerk. Persons 
summoned, unless exempt by law from holding the office, 
11 within said seven days, take the oath of office before 
: town clerk or before a justice of the peace, and file a 
tificate thereof with the town clerk. 
Jection 416. No person shall be required to serve two 
ms successively in the same town office; and no person 
Jl be required to accept the office of constable who holds 
ommis^on as an officer of the United States or of the com- 
nwealth, who is a member of the council, of the general 
irt, a minister of the gospel, an engineman, a member 
the fire department, or who has been a constable or collec- 

of taxes in the town within the preceding seven years/ 

person shall be required to serve in the office of highway 
veyor oftener than once in three years. 
Jection 417. At any meeting for the choice of town 
cers in a town not u^ng official ballots, no ballots shall 

received by the moderator unless presented for deposit 
the ballot box, open and unfolded, by the voter in person, 
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and so that the moderator c&n know that only one ballot 
is presented. No moderator or other election oflBcer shall, ^ 
before the polls are closed, read or examine, or permit to he ^ 
read or examined, the names contained upon any ballot. 

Section 418. The moderator shall receive the votes of JJj 
any person whose name is on the voting list, or who presents ^ 
a proper certificate from the re^strars of voters. i" 

Section 419. The secretary of the commonwealth ahtM ^ 
at least seven days before the annual meeting send to the ^ 
town clerk of each town not using official ballots, ballots ^ 
upon the question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors therein, wHeh shall contain the words : " Shall 
licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicating hquors in 
this town?" "Yes." or "No.", and no other words. 
Ballots of each kind shall be provided in number equal 
at least to the number of postered voters in such town. 
They shall be distributed to the voters at the polling place Di 
under the direction of the town clerk. 

Section 420. No ballot shall be received from any woman b» 
who votes for school committee in a town which does not ft? 
use official ballots unless it has the words " For School Com- SS 
mittee only", on the back thereof. Such ballots shall be 
counted only in the choice of members of the school com- 
mittee, and for no other office or purpose. 

Section 421. Towns divided into voting predncts may, To 
for their annual town election, establish precinct voting tdn 
for all town officers to be chosen thereat and for voting JSi 
on the question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxi- ^^. 
eating liquors, by accepting the provisions of this section ^ 
at a meeting called for the purpose and held fourteen days 
at least before the annual town meeting. The acceptance Ao 
of the said provisions may be revoked by the town at a meet- «! 
ing called for the purpose and held thirty days at least before 
the annual town meeting; and if so revoked, the stud pro- 
visions shall cease to be in force therein. In towns so oti 
voting, or which have accepted the corresponding provisions up 
of earlier laws, all matters to be considered at the annual ^ 
town meeting, other than the election of town officers and 
the question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxicatii^ 
liquors, shall be in order only at a town meeting held within 
thirty days after the date of the annual election, and not 
later than the thirtieth day of April. The time and place Tii 
of holding such subsequent meeting shall be stated in the ^ 
warrant for the annual election, and said election, subsequent "^ 
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meeting and iis adjoummenta shall be regarded as parts of 

the annual town meeting. The election of a moderator, 

except in towns where moderators are elected for the term 

of one year, shall be the first business in order at said sul>- 

b °* *" ^mu sequent meeting. Towns are not hereby authorized to vote 

™ji«i ^^"'>» by precincts at special elections of town officers. 

Cuw of Section 422. The town clerk and the board of registrars, 

iMT^^lMa upon receipt of the returns from the several precincts, shall 

forthwith canvass the same and immediately declare the 

result and notify the persons chosen as town officers as 

provided in section four hundred and fifteen. 

ffronttJIiiii in CaMt oS TtUvn to slMt, and T acanctea in Town 
OfBcM. 

JJUJJ'^I^I Section 423. If there is a failure at an election to choose 
lOT w^i 383 *■ ^^^ officer, or if a person chosen shall not accept such 
office, or if a vacancy shall occur, the town may, at any l^al 
meeting, except as provided in section four hxmdred and 
twenty-six, elect a person to such office. 
JJ^''JJj!jjJ^ If, at an election of town officers for which official ballots 
are used, there is a failure to elect a town officer, he may be 
elected at an adjourned or succeeding meeting; and ballots 
shall be prepared and furnished for such meeting, cont^ning 
the nominations already made and such as may subsequently 
be made for the office. 
"^Z^^. Section 424. If, at a town meeting, there is a vacancy 

limf w, 1 3H. •" ^^* office of town clerk, or if he is absent, the meeting shaJI 
elect by ballot a clerk pro tempore. The selectmen shall 
receive and count the votes and declare the election of such 
(^^*tfib» clerk. If, in case of a vacancy, other duties than those 
Sertain ouea, required of a town clerk at a town meeting are to be per- 
formed, or if he is unable to perform such duties, the select- 
men may in writing under thar hands appoint a clerk for 
the performance thereof, who shall be sworn and shall, 
in the performance of such duties, have the same powers 
and be subject to the same requirements and penalties as 
the town clerk, and he shall immediately make a record 
of his election or appointment. 
^iJ2S^ Mi Section 425. A person chosen constable at a town meet- 

M07, MO, I jas. ing shall, if present, forthwith declare his acceptance or 
r^usal of his office. If he does not accept the office, the 
town shall, if official ballots are not used, elect another person 
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to the office, and continue so to elect until some person 
accepts the office and is swom. 

Section 426. If the assessors of a town, or the select- A»on may 
men acting as such, shall in any year fail to perform their m e£^D 
duties, the county commissioners may appoint three or tSoT'sSS'i xe. 
more inhabitants of the county to be assessors for such town, 
who shall be sworn, shall hold office until the offices of 
assessors are filled by the town, and shall rec^ve from the 
town the compensation of assessors. 

Section 427. If the office of treasurer or collector of SteSST" 
taxes is vacant, or if the treasurer or collector is unable f^j^'j^ 
to perform his duties, the selectmen may in writing appoint 
a treasurer or collector pro tempore, who shall be swom, 
give bond in like manner as the treasurer or collector chosen 
by the town, and hold such office until another is chosen 
by the town and qualified or the disability is removed. If a To cin bond, 
treasurer or collector does not, within ten days after his 
election or appointment, give bond, the selectmen may 
declare the office vacant and appoint another in his place. 

Section 428. If the office of an auditor in a town is Auditor, ap- 
vacant, the remaining auditors, if any, may perform the !w7, ko. i sss. 
duties thereof and may appoint a person to aid them. If 
there is no remaining auditor, the selectmen shall appoint 
an auditor to serve until another is chosen and qualified. 

Section 429. If there is a failure to elect, or if a vacancy ^^ 
occurs in any town office, other than the offices of selectmen, >pp«DUD«it, 
town clerk, assessor, treasurer, collector of taxes or auditor, isor, sfliTiflB. 
the selectmen shall in writing appoint a person to fill such 
vacancy. If there is a vacancy in a board consisting of two 
or more members, the remaining members shall give notice 
thereof in writing to the selectmen, who, with the remaining 
member or members of such board shall, after one week's 
notice, fili such vacancy by ballot. A majority of the ballots , 
of the officers entitled to vote shall be necessary to such 
election. The person so appointed or elected shall perform 
the duties of ^e office until the next annual meeting or 
until another is chosen and qualified. 

Section 430. If a person removes from a town, he shall ^^^"^on, 
thereby vacate any town office held by him. 1007' j« sm 

Section 43L The proceedings in an election held by pmisedi'ius at 
reason of a previous failure to elect, or to fill a vacancy, and 3^fa,, 
the qualifications of a person to be elected or appointed, '*"■ **'' • '•'- 
shall be the same as in an original election. 



Digitized .yGOOgle- 



PENALTIES UPON OFFICERS. 



Town El«cUona «t wbioh OffloUl Ballots axt luwd. 

Section 432. A town may, at a meeting called for the 
puipose, vote that official ballots shall thereafter be used 
therein; and may, at the annual tfrrnr mrr ting nr at a meet- 
ing so called and held at least thirty days before the annual 
town meeting, by a two thirds vote rescind such action. 
In town elections at which offidal ballots are used, nomina- 
tions for town officers elected by ballot shall be made, ballots 
and other apparatus therefor provided, and elections of 
such officers conducted, in accordance with the provisions 
of this act so far as applicable. 

Section 433. If a town votes that official ballots shall 
be used for the election of town officers, it shall at the same 
meeting detemune what officers in addition to those required 
to be so elected shall thereafter be so chosen, and determine 
the number and terms of office, if not abeady fixed. No 
change shall thereafter be made in the officers to be chosea 
by ballot or in the number or terms of office thereof, except 
at a meeting held at least thirty days before the annual 
meeting at which such change is to become operative. 

PABT TI. 
P«iulti« iqwn Ofi^cen. 

Section 434. An assessor or assistant assessor who 
knowingly enters on any list of assessed polls, or causes or 
allows to be entered thereon, the name of any person as 
a resident of a building, who is not a resident thereof, shall 
for each offence be punished by imprisonment for not more 
than six months. 

SEcnoN 435. A r^strar or assistant re^strar who 
refuses or wilfully neglects to require, under section forty- 
seven, an applicant for registration to read the five hues 
from the constitution of the commonwealth in such manner 
as to show that he is neither prompted nor reciting from 
memory, or to write his name in the register, unless he is 
prevented by physical disability from so doing, or unless he 
had the right to vote on the first day of May in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, or distinctly to announce 
the name of an applicant for registration before entering 
his name upon the register, or who knowingly prevents or 
seeks to prevent the registration of any legal voter, or who 
knowingly registers the name of any person not qualified 
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to vote, or who is guilty of any fraud or corrupt conduct 
in the execution of the duties of his office, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than ^ months. 

Section 436. A member of the listing board or a police pnnwmbM d 
officer in Boston who knowingly enters on any list of male «■ ^Ew officer 
persons or women voters, or causes, or allows to be entered SScrr. ho, i sea, 
thereon, the name of any person as a resident of a building, 
who is not a resident thereof, shall for each offence be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 437. A member of the listing board or a police sbhu mbjest. 
officer in Boston upon whom a duty is imposed by this act, iki, sm, i 397. 
who refuses or wilfully neglects or wilfully fails to perform 
such duty, or who wilfully performs it contrary to law, 
shall for each offence, if no other penalty is specifically 
imposed therefor, be punished by imprisomnent for not 
more than one year. 

Section 438. An officer of a primary, caucus or conven- od oSw ot > 
tion who knowingly makes any false count of ballots or oT^nation!" 
votes, or makes a false statement or declaration of the result ""' *"■ ' ^' 
of a ballot or vote, or knowingly refuses to receive any 
ballot offered by a person qualified to vote at such primary, 
caucus or convention, or mlfully alters, defaces or destroys 
any ballots cast, or voting lists used thereat, before the 
requirements of this act have been complied with, or decfines 
or wilfully fails to receive any written request made as 
therran required, or declines or wilfully fails to perform any 
duty or obligation imposed thereby shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not more than three months. 

Any such presiding officer, secretary or clerk of a caucus On «usiu 
who wilfully neglects or refuses to comply with the require- h^^u 
ments of section one hundred and fifty-five shall be punished S^?!^5tao( 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars for each offence. "oti™ iM. 

Section 439. A caucus officer who violates any of the oo <«a<nu 
provisions of section one hundred and forty-six shall be ppo^ionn of"* 
punished by imprisonment for not more than one year. Joot"b6o,* i aoo. 

Section 440. A supervisor appointed under section two on lujierviMr 
hundred and forty, violating any provision thereof, shall vSmi^Se'"^ 
be punished by impnsonment for not mora than one year. Sot"mM4(». 

Section 441. An election officer who, before the public OnBi«tk.n 
declaration of the vote at an election, makes any statement jSTsw, i «i. 
of the number of ballots cast, of the number of votes given 
for any person, of the name of any person who has voted, 
of the name of any person which has not been voted on, 
or of any other fact tending to show the state of the polls 
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shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty 
<lays. 
om^^°* Section 442. A presiding officer at a caucus, primary 
im, MO. 1 401. Of gj3(g Q, pity election^ or at an election in a town at whicti 
offidal ballots are used, who, when the r^ht of a person 
offering to vote is challenged for any legal cause, wilfully 
or negligently fails to require the name and residence of such 
person to be written upon the ballot offered by him, and to 
add thereto the name of the person challenging and the 
assigned cause, before such ballot is received, sh^ be pun< 
ished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 
^^SSIg Section 443. A primary, election or other officer whose 

iMT^, I U3. *i"*y '* '^ *° recount the ballots cast at a primary or election, 
who makes any statement or gives any information in 
regard to a ballot cast by a voter challenged at such primary 
or election, except as required by law, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than one year. 
?ffii^°S^n Section 444. A presiding officer who, at a town election 
ibot'mb t W4 ** which offidal ballots are not used, before the polls are 
doaed and without the consent of a voter, reads or examines 
or permits to be read or examined, the names written or 
printed on the ballot of such voter, in order to ascertain 
the persons voted for by him, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment for not more than thirty days. 
SS^S!?rf?Jf. Section 445. A primary or election officer who wilfully 
1007, SM, I *06. Qp negligently violatra any provision relating to the endosing 
in envdopes, sealing, indorsing and dehvering or transmitting 
of ballots and voting lists, after the votes have been counted 
and recorded, shall be punished by imprisonment for not 
more than one year. 
w^n cImI or SECTION 446. A city or town derk or an election com- 
^^Jl^u^ tnissioner who examines or permits to be examined, except 
1W7, MO, 1 408. as required by law, ballots cast at an election which are 
received and retained by him under section three hundred 
and six, shall be punished by a fine of not more than two 
hundred dollars. 
Swo ef^ or Section 447. A dty or town clerk or an dection commis- 
mtsrioM?™ sioner who fails to make a record of votes cast at an election 
1907, 860, g 407. and to make and transmit copies of any such record, as 
required by this act, shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars; but if a copy <rf the records is 
deposited in the post office within the time fixed for trans- 
mission or delivery, postpmd and properly addressed, it 
shall be a bar to any complaint for delinquency. 
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Section 448. A city or town derk, precinct derk or on city « town 
election commissioner who wilfully signs a certificate not oiBrit'tT"""" 
in accordance with the result of an election as appearing by m^SS^"" 
the records and copies of records of votes cast, or by a recount '**'■ **'• ' "^ 
of votes, shall be pimished by imprisonment for not more 
than one year. 

Section 449. A selectman who wilfully gives a certificate 9j,"Jsj"?^ 
of election to a person voted for as representative in the 
general court, which is not in accordance with the declaration 
of the vote in open town meeting at the time of the election, 
or not in accordance with a recount of votes, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 450. A public officer, primary, caucus or eleo- cta» pubtio 
tion officer, or officer or member of a political committee muou^ gj™"^' 
or convention, upon whom a duty is imposed by law, who Sffi^Sr'mMS^ 
refuses or wilfully neglects or wilfully fails to perform such mcS'™™^ 
duty, or who wilfully performs it contrary to law, shall for n^^™' 
each offence, if no other penalty is herein specifically imposed '^- "". i "i. 
therefor, be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more 
than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
■ A primary or election officer in the dty of Boston who On » primary 
knowingly permits or ^ds in the violation of any provisions officer in 
of law relating to re^stration, primaries or elections, shall ^°"™- 
be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not 
more than three years or in the house of correction for not 
less than six months. 

PenalUoi upon Vot«n. 

Section 451. Whoever at a primary or caucus votes Fmiiiegiiiy 
or attempts to vote, knowing that he is not entitled so to »ttamp"iig u, 
do, or votes or attempts to vote upon any name other than JE^'njJoS^ 
his own, or more than once on his own name, or casts or ^^J" '^" 
attempts to cast more than one ballot, or places any dis- 'W^' **J. i *"• 
tinguishing mark upon a ballot, or makes a false statement For making 
as to his abihty to mark his ballot, or unlawfully allows the unlawfully 
marking of his ballot to be seen hy any person, or ^ves a rngS'^™io 
false answer to, or makes a false oath before, a presiding IS^^aS^"* 
t officer, shall be punished hy imprisonment for not more " •»■*■ 
than ax months. 

Section 452. A voter who violates any of the provisions For yioUHna 
of section one hundred and forty-six shall be punished by ^^ii°ufi.'' 
imprisonment for not more than one year. '*■"' ""■ ' '"' 
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J^^l^^t Section 453. A voter who, at a primary or election, 

mjj^upoo places any distinguishing mark upon Ms ballot shall be 
i«a7. m. 1 ui. punished by imprisonment for not more than six months, 
^"nimmeiit. SECTION 454. A voter who makes a false statement as 
Si^dSTbi^ to his inability to mark a ballot, or who, except for the 
iSo7*mb''i 4u P^'Pt'se of obtaining assistance under section two hundred 
and ninety-four, allows his ballot to be seen by any person 
with an intention of indicatung how he is about to vote shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 
^i^J^S?"' Section 455. Whoever at a primary or election, knowing 
?^?ei»°* *" *-^^ ^^ '^ I*"* * qualified voter ia the place where he votes 
1(07, MO, i 418. or attempts to vote, wilfully votes or attempts to vote 
thereat; whoever at a primary or election votes or attempts 
to vote more than once on his own name, his name having 
been registered more than once; whoever at a primary or 
election votes or attempts to vote in more than one voting 
precinct or town, his name having been registered in more 
than one voting prednct or town; whoever at a primary or 
election votes or attempts to vote on any name other than 
his own, or knowingly casts or attempts to cast more than 
one ballot at one time of balloting; whoever at a primary 
or election votes or attempts to vote otherwise ill^jally; 
FoTBidipi or whoever uds or abets any other person in doing any of 
or a tine. ^j^^ ^^^ above mentioned, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment for not more than one year. 
J^ai^er. SECTION 456. WhoevcT at a primary or election wilfully 

iw;, 669, ( iiB. ^ygg n f^gg answcT to a presiding officer shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 

General Penalties. 
Sve'SfSi^B Section 457. Whoever, being an inmate of a building 
iflozfler^'t™: ^^^ liable to be assessed for a poll tax, refuses or neglects 
to ^ve his true name when asked by an assessor or assistant 
assessor, or whoever, b^ng an owner or occupant of a build- 
ing, refuses or neglects to ^ve the full and true information 
within his knowledge relating to all persons residing in such 
building, when asked by an assessor or assistant assessor, 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than three 
months. 
S™'Si?'2mS Section 458. Whoever in Boston, bang an inmate 
SbSc^'''*" **^ * building and a male resident twenty years of age or 
1907, «o, 1 41S. upward, refuses or neglects to give his true name, when 
asked by a member of the Usting board or a police officer 
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acting under this act, or whoever, bdng an owner or occupant 
of a building, or a clerk, superintendent, manager or other 
person having in charge the affairs of a hotel or lodging 
house, refuses or neglects to give the full and true informa- 
tion within his knowledge relating to all persons residing 
in such building, when asked by a member of the listing 
board or a police ofBcer acting under this act, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than three months. 

Section 459. Whoever knowingly gives to an assessor Forjivim 
or assistant assessor, for the purpose of the assessment of ^dTOt."""" 
a poll tax, or in .Boston to a member of the listing board or '""' ""' ' "'■ 
a police ofBcer, for the purpose of making a list of male 
residents twenty years of age or upwards or women voters, 
the name of any person as a re^dent of a building, who is 
not a resident therein, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than one year. 

Section 460. WTioever knowingly or wilfully makes a pOTfaiMafE- 
false affidavit, takes a false oath or signs a false certificate ^"riificSi!' " 
relative to the qualifications of any person for assessment ^^^- ^- ' *^*- 
or registration, or in Boston for being listed or given a certifi- 
cate by the listing board, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than one year. 

Section 461. Whoever in Boston aids or abets a person Forsidini 
in knowingly or wilfully making a false affidavit, taking a "i£^»i?'' 
false oath or signing a false certificate, relative to the qualifi- '*"'■ "**' ' *^^- 
cations of any person for being listed as a resident thereof 
or given a certificate of such re^dence by the listing board, 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more tiban one 
year. 

Section 462. Whoever causes or attempts to cause For iUefaiiy 
his name to be re^stered, knowing that he is not a qualified ST^^- 
voter in the place of such re^stration or attempted registra- *"""' ■"'™'' 
tion; whoever registers or attempts to register under a name '**'' '"■ • *^- 
other than his own; whoever represents or attempts to 
represent himself as some other person to any election com- 
missioner, r^strar or assistant registrar; whoever gives 
a false answer to any election commissioner, registrar or 
assistant registrar respecting any matter relating to his 
registration or his right to vote; whoever otherwise illegally 
registers or attempts to register; or whoever aids or abets 
any other person in doing any of the acts above mentioned, 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 463. Whoever refuses to obey the lawful orders For di»rderiy 
or directions of an election commissioner, a registrar or ^r^mJlik, 
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as^stant r^istrar, or intemipts or disturbs the proceedings 
at any r^istration shall be punished by a fine of not more 
. -^ than one hundred dollars. 
widi'nipcryiH SECTION 4&4. ^Mioe^'eT interferes with, or mds or abets 
nm^iS^tm. any person in interfering with, any supervisor of registration 
in the performance of his duty, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment for not more than one year. 
l^J^^" Section 465. Whoever wilfully defaces or removes a 
gfJ'ilUUI^ notice relating to the registration of voters, or a voting list 
mt sn ti» **' notice or warrant for a primary or election posted in a 
city or town rfiall be punished by imi»isonment for not more 
than one year. 
pTudiiw.Mo.. Section 466. WTioever aids or abets a person, who is 
^iis^^ not entitled to vote, in voting or attempting to vote at a 
hot! SoTl'SS^ primary or caucus, or in voting or attempting to vote under 
a name other than his own, or in casting or attempting to 
cast more than one ballot, or wilfully and without lawful 
authority hinders, delays or interferes with, or fuds in hin- 
dering, delaying or interfering with, a voter while on his 
way to a primary or caucus, while marking his ballot or while 
voting or attempting to vote, or endeavors to induce a voter 
to show his ballot, shaU be punished by imprisonment for 
not more than one year. 
£ljM^![Mlt« Section 467. Whoever alters a ballot cast at a primary 
^l^^iuwuy *•'" **'"™s or, not bdng authorized thereto, deposits a ballot 
•leponiincor {n a ballot Ixtx or envelope used at a {Himary or caucus, or 
1^!^°* removes a ballot from such ballot box or envelope, shall be 
isoT.sM. . puj,;gj^gj by imprisonment in jail for not more than three 

years, 

^k'^^iinj. Section 468. Whoever falsely makes or wilfully alters, 

dSKi*™«c defaces, mutilates, destroys or suppresses a certificate of 

cenifiestt. " nomination or nomination paper, or letter of withdrawal 

f^*^' letter, of a name from such paper, or unlawfully signs any such 

I , uo. 1 428. (^rtigj^tg^ paper or letter, or files any such certificate, 

paper or letter, knowing the same to be falsely made or 

altered, shall be punished by imprisonment for not more 

than one year. 

SlinjS^ SECnoN 469. Whoever as a notary public, justice of 

"<5^j^^ the peace or other magistrate takes tiie oath of a signer 

pw«- , ™, to a nomination paper without satisfying himself that the 

person to whom the oath is administer^ is the signer of 

such nomination paper, or who shall fail to state in his 

attestation of such oath that he is so satisfied, shall be 
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punished by a fine of not less than ten or more than fifty 
dollars. 

Section 470. Whoever intentionally writes, prints, posts f™ wrftio*. 
or distributes, or causes to be written, printed, posted or p«5LI5^(ii3- 
distributed, a circular or poster which is designed or tends ^onvmo'i^" 
to injure or defeat any candidate for nominarion or election iot?"^^] Vtki 
to any public office, by criticising his personal character or i*"*- "■ ' ^■ 
political action, or which is designed or tends to md, injure, 
or defeat a constitutional amendment or any other question 
submitted to the voters, unless there appears upon such 
circular or poster in a conspicuous place either the names of 
the chairman and secretary, or of two officers of the political 
or other organization issuing the same, or of some voter 
who is responsible therefor, with his name and residence, 
and the street and number thereof, if any, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than six months. 

Section 471. Whoever wilfully obstructs or interferes ^or ^meting 
with the transmission of ballots or returns to or from a wuhtrana- 
poUing place shall be punished by imprisonment for not baiiou'o'f 
more than one year, i»"Mo, 1 431. 

Section 472. Whoever posts, exhibits, drculates or For pmtinK, 
distributes any poster, card, handbill, placard, picture or ew , c*™??' 
circular, except a paster to be placed upon the official ballot, Sw"™' '"^' 
intended to influence the action of a voter, in the polling ^'"'' ^ ' "*■ 
place, in the building in which the polling place is located 
or on the walls thereof, on the premises on which the building 
stands, or on the ^dewalk adjoining said premises, or within 
one hundred and fifty feet of the entrance to such polling 
place, shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty 
dollars. 

Section 473. Whoever wilfully or malidously injures J^'^^"?* 
or destroys a ballot box or any of the blank forms or apparatus hi^itjt bos 
furnished to a city or town under sections two hundred and Bpparstts. 
forty-three and two hundred and forty-four, shall be punished ' '' '"■ ' "'■ 
by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 474. Any person who shall tamper with or injure ^""Pfrin"* 
or attempt to injure any voting machine or ballot box to BHj.,\-otii« 
be used or being used in an election, or who shall prevent baiiotboi. 
or attempt to prevent the correct operation of such machine '*'^' "'" ' "" 
or box, or any unauthorized person who shall make or have 
in his possession a key to a voting macliine or ballot box 
to be used or being used in an election, shall be guilty of a to b« «uiity 
felony and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one "^ ■ '''"'"'■ 
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hundred dollars or more than five hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not less than one year 
or more than five years, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Section 475. Whoever refuses or wilfully neglects to 
comply with any regulation made by the election conunis- 
sioners, aldermen or selectmen relative to the manner of 
receiving, counting and returning votes cast at a primary 
or election, or relative to the use of seals and ballot boxes, 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than six 
months. 

Section 476. Whoever interferes, or aids or abets any 
person in interfering with an election commissioner, city 
or town clerk, or election officer, in the performance of his 
duties shall be punished by imprisonment for not more 
than one year. 

Section 477. Whoever prevents a supervisor of elections 
from doing any of the acts authorized by section two hundred 
and forty of this act, or hinders or molests him in doing 
any such acts, or aids or abets in preventing, hindering or 
molesting him in doing any of such acts, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 478. ^Vhoever prints or distributes a ballot 
for use in the election of moderator at a town meeting in 
violation of section four hundred and ten, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than sixty days. 

Section 479. Whoever, before a primary or election, 
wilfully defaces or destroys any list of candidates posted 
under the provisions of this act, or, during a primary, caucus 
or election, wilfully defaces, tears down, removes or destroys 
any card of instruction or specimen ballot posted for the 
instruction of voters, or during a primary, caucus or election, 
wilfully removes or destroys any of the supplies or con- 
veniences furnished to enable a voter to prepare his ballot, 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred 
dollars. 

Section 480. Whoever forges or falsely makes the official 
indorsement on any ballot, or wilfully destroys or defaces 
a ballot, or wilfully delays the delivery of any ballots, shall 
be punished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 481. Whoever wilfully and without lawful 
authority obstructs or delays a voter while on his way to 
the polling place where he is entitled to vote or while he is 
voting or attempting to vote, or wds or assists in any such 
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obstruction or delay, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than one year. 

Section 482. Whoever interferes or attempts to inter- n 
fere with a voter while he is marking his ballot or is within IS 
the space enclosed by the guard rail, or endeavors to induce iS 
a voter, before he has voted, to show how he marks or has • 
marked his ballot, shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than one hundred dollars. 

Section 483. ^Vhoever wilfully obstructs the voting Ft 
at a primary or election shall be punished by a fine of not is 
more than one hundred dollars. ' ' 

Section 484. Whoever aids or abets a person who is ^ 
not quahfied to vote at a primary or election in voting or iiii 
attempting to vote, or aids or abets a person in voting or l* 
attempting to vote under a name other than his own, or in 
casting or attempting to cast more than one ballot at one 
time of balloting, shall be punished by imprisonment for 
not more than one year. 

Section 485. Whoever places a mark against a name g 
on a ballot not cast by himself, or places a distinguishing ooi 
mark on a ballot not cast by himself, except as authorized is< 
by law, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail for not ' ' 
more than three years. 

Section 486. Whoever, with intent to defraud, alters Fo 
a ballot cast at a primary or election; or, with such intent, rei 
deposits a ballot in the ballot box used at a primary or elec- I^t 
tion, or in an envelope provided by law for the preservation ^ 
of ballots east at a primary or election; or, with such intent, I ^ 
removes a ballot from any such ballot box or envelope, shall 
be punished by imprisonment in jail for not more than three 
years. 

Section 487. Whoever removes a ballot ftt)m the space Fo 
enclosed by the guard rail before the close of the polls am 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than one {"J 
year. 

Section 488. An owner, superintendent or overseer fo 
in any manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establish- '^ 
ment, who employs or permits to be employed therein any "^ 
person entitied to vote at a state election, during the period j'J 
of two hours after the opening of the polls in the voting 
precinct or town in which such person is entitled to vote, 
if he shall make application for leave of absence during such 
period, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



GENERAL PENALTIES. 

Section 489. Whoever by threatening to discharge a 
person from his employment or to reduce his wages, or by 
promising to give him employment at higher wi^es, attempts 
to influence a voter to give or to withhold his vote at an 
election, or whoever, because of the giving or withholdii^ 
of a vote at an election, discharges a person from Ms employ- 
ment or reduces his wages, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment for not more than one year. 

Section 490. Whoever pays or gives, or directly or 
indirectly pronuses to a voter any gift or reward to influence 
his vote or to induce him to withhold his vote, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 491. Whoever, at a primary, caucus or elec- 
tion, behaves in a disorderly manner, and, after notice 
from the presiding officer, persists in such behavior and 
refiLses to withdraw from the polling place, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than thirty days, 
' Section 492. Whoever wilfully disobeys any lawful 
command of an election, caucus or primary officer shall 
be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty days. 

Section 493. Whoever, when so ordered by the presid- 
ing officer of an election, caucus, primary or meeting, refuses 
or fails to remove any pipe, cigar, cigarette or liquor, or 
to withdraw from the polling place, as provided by section 
two hundred and eighty-eight, shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than twenty dollars. 

Section 494. Whoever gives any information derived 
from a recount of votes, relative to a ballot cast by a chal- 
lenged voter at an election, caucus or primary, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than one year. 

Section 495. Whoever violates the provisions of section 
three hundred and fifty-two relative to obtaining nomination 
papers shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars. 

Section 496. Any corporation violating the provisions 
of section three hundred and fifty-three shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars, and any 
officer, director or agent of a corporation violating any 
provision of said section or authorizing such violation, or 
any person who violates or in any way knowingly aids or 
abets the violation of any provisions of said section shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars 
or by imprisonment for not more than six months. 
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Section 497. Whoever is convicted of wilfully violating For vipiating 
any provision of law relating to corrupt practices in elections m^uSim 
shall be deemed ineligible to hold public office for three ^^^ 
years following the date of his conviction. '*"■ •"' ' ''■ 

Section 498. If a person elected to public office is ?^/^^''?f- ■ 
convicted of any wilful violation of the law relating to ' ' " 
corrupt practices in connection with the primary or election 
at which he was nominated or elected, his office shall thereby 
be vacated, and a new election shall be held for the purpose 
of filling the same. 

Section 499. Any corporation which violates any pro- f™ 7i|>i*«n( 
vision of sections three hundred and fifty-four to three ««tion. is* u> 
hundred and fifty-six, inclusive, shall be punished by a fine looi, ssi. i *, 
of not more than ten thousand dollars, and any officer, 
director or ^ent of a corporation violating any such provi- 
sion, who authorized such violation, or any person who 
violates, or in any way knowingly aids or abets the violation 
of, any such provision, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not 
more than one year. 

Section 500. Whoever violates any provision of section For yipu«n« 
three hundred and fifty-eight shall be punished by a fine not »ction sss 
exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not ' ' 
exceeding three months, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Section 501. Whoever violates any proviaon of law Foryicd«tiM 
relating to corrupt practices in elections, the punishment for ^itl^w 
which is not speciaUy determined by law, shall be punished J^l^ 
by imprisonment for not more than one year or by a fine of j^Sli.'™' 
not more than one thousand dollars. 

Section 502. The supreme judicial court and the supe- EDfomemmt 
rior court shall have jmisdiction at law or in equity or by iw^mo."""' 
mandamus to enforce the proviaons of this act. Police 
officers and constables shall arrest wthout a warrant any 
person detected in the act of violating the caucus, primary 
or election laws. A prosecution for the violation of any pro- 
vision of this act shall not, unless the purposes of justice 
require such disposition, be placed on file or disposed of ex- 
cept by trial and judgment according to the regular course 
of criminal proceedings. It shall be disposed of otherwise 
only upon motion in writing stating specifically the reasons 
therefor and verified by affidavit if facts are relied on. If 
the court or magistrate certifies in writing that he is satisfied 
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that the cause relied on exists and that the interests of pub- 
lic justice require the allowance of the motion the motion 
shaU be allowed and the certificate of the court or magis- 
trate shall be filed in the case. 



Bepoal of TorrMV Statutes. 
SEOnoN 503. Chapters five hundred and forty-three, five 
hundred and sixty, five hundred and seventy-nine, and five 
hundred and eighty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hun- 
dred and seven; chapters eighty-three, eighty-five, three 
hundred and forty-five, three hundred and ninety-OBe, four 
hundred and twenty-three, four hundred and twenty-five, 
four hundred and twenty-eight, four hundred and sixty-one, 
four hundred and eighty, four hundred and eighty-three, and 
five hundred and eighteen of the acts of the year nineteen 
hundred and eight; chapters one hundred and forty-nine, 
two hundred and thirteen, two hundred and sixty-four, 
three hundred and forty-four, three hundred and fifty-six, 
four hundred and forty, and four hundred and ninety-two of 
the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine; chapters 
forty-four, fifty-five, one hundred and forty-seven, one hun- 
dred and eighty-two, two hundred, two hundred and forty- 
six, and five hundred and twenty of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and ten ; chapters two hundred and twenty- 
two, three hundred and four, three hundred and fifty-three, 
three hundred and fifty-four, three hundred and fifty-five, 
three hundred and seventy-eight, four hundred and twenty- 
two, four hundred and thirty-six, five hundred and seventeen, 
five hundred and eighteen, five hundred and fifty, six hundred 
and seventy-nine, seven hundred and thirty-five, and seven 
hundred and forty-five of the acta of the year nineteen 'hun- 
dred and eleven; chapters two hundred and twenty-nine, two 
hundred and fifty-two, two hundred and fifty-four, two hun- 
dred and sixty-one, two hundred and sixty-five, two hundred 
and sixty-six, two hundred and seventy-three, two hundred 
and seventy-four, two hundred and seventy-five, three hun- 
dred and seven, three hundred and ninety-eight, four hundred 
and forty-six, four hundred and seventy-one, four hundred 
and seventy-three, four hundred and eighty-three, five hun- 
dred and fifteen, and six hundred and forty-one of the acts 
of the year nineteen hundred and twelve; diapters two hun- 
dred and eighty-six, four hundred and eight, four hundred 
and thirty-one, five hundred and sixteen, five hundred and 
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■ fifty-nine, and six hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and thirteen, and all other acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed; but 
such repeal shall not revive any law heretofore repealed or 
superseded, and nothing in this act shall be construed aa 
repealing existing provisions in dty charters relating to city 
elections, and such provisions shall continue in full force and 
effect. 

Section 504. The provisions of this act, so far as they 
are the same as those of existing statutes, shall be construed 
as continuations thereof and not as new enactments, and a 
reference in a statute which has not been repealed to provi- 
sions of law which have been revised and re-enacted herein 
shall be construed as applying to such provisions as so in- 
corporated in this act; they shall not aifect any act done, 
liability incurred, or any right accrued and estabhshed or 
any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal, pending or to be 
instituted, to enforce any right or penalty or to punish any 
offence under the authority of existing laws, but the pro- 
ceedings in such cases shall conform to the provisions of 
this act. [Approved June 20, 1913. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



DiBiiu.d, Google 



INDEX. 



DiBiiu.d, Google 



DiBiiu.d, Google 



INDEX. 



A. 

Acceptance of nomin&tion by candidates, .... 45, 49, 5i 

Affidavit, penalty for making a false, ....... 
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duties of, in relation to the division of cities into voting precbcti 

to designate and furnish polling places in each precinct, 

to post printed description of polling places, .... 
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persons omitted from lista of assessed polls, ..... 13 
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, term defined, .......... 5 

m, election, t«rm of office, etc 133, 136, 137, 138 
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give certificate to person who has been assessed, etc., ... 13 
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hold session for assessment of such persons, ..... 13 

keep records of applicants and witnesses, ..... 13 
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Ballot boxes, ta be approved by board of voting machine examiners, 

persons of whom purchased to give bond to keep in working or 

two years and to defend against suits, 
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ballot law commission to make regulations for the use of, 
board of aldermen, election commissioners and selectmen may 

regulations relative to use of, . 
presiding officer to have charge of, . 
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to be used at certain elections, 
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certain towns, ....... 

if impossible to use, voting shall proceed as presiding officers din 
penalty for injuring or destroying, ..... 

Ballot boxes and voting lists, officers in charge of, respectively, to be of 
ent political parties, 

Ballot clerks, appointment, duties, . - . 
inspectors to act as, duties of, . 

Ballot law commission, state, appointment, powers, duties, compensation. 
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ration, printing and distribution of, at public expense, . 87, 91 

be printed in any printing eetabliehment owned or managed 

y the city of Boston, 87 
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enclosed in sealed packages, etc., ...... 93 
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i be removed from space enclosed by guard rail before polls are 

loeed, 101 

deposited in state ballot boxes, ...... 96 

ing of, when voting is in progress, ...... 103 

aent of number of, cast, not to be made by officers before the 
ublic declaration, ......... 97 

ng, etc., of, by voter, 99-101 

er of depositing, in ballot box, ...... 101 

y voters whose right to vote is challenged, .... 101 

d, to be returned, others may be furnished, etc, . . . 100 

forms and apparatus to be used in the count and canvass of, 101, 102 

and canvass of, etc 101-104 
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sealed up and endorsed by election officers after having been 
ounted, etc., 103 

transmitted, sealed, to city or town clerk or election conunis- 
ioners, 104 

retained the required time, and then destroyed without exami- 

ation, 104 

: number of, cast, tobe stated in words at length in records and 
opies of records, .....,,.. Ill 
retained until a contested election is determined, etc., . Ill, 112 
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Ballots, to be used in the election of moderator, 137 

to be used in certain towns in taking the vote upon the question of 

granting liquor licensea, . . . . 139 

partial, for the use of voters who are entitled to voto for a part only of 

the ofBcere to be voted for, ....... 90 

flubatitute, to be prepared and furnished by city or town clerks, or 

election commtsaioners, ........ 94 

specimen, to be prepared and furnished, ..... 91, 142 

specimen, to be posted 96, 142 

special, for use of women in voting for school committee, description 

of, etc., 89, 90, 139 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to, . 127 
penalty for reading or examining, by presiding officer of town meeting, 144 
penalties for violating provisions regarding printing and distnbuting, . 150 
penalties for altering, depositing or removing, with intent to defraud, , 151 
penalty for fraudulent marking of, or placing distinguishing mark on, . 151 
may be taken from ballot box during voting, in certain towns, . 102 

for town officers, in towns divided into precincts, how canvassed, 140 

for candidates, delegates, etc., in caucuses and primaries, 40, 41, 42, 55, 61, 96 

Ballots, recounts of, . 111-114 

interested candidates, etc., to be notified and may be present at, 112, 113 
to be made by registrars of voters, or election commissioners, . 112 

in certain cases, to be made by moderator, ..... 112 
to be only on questions designated in statement, .... 112 

Ballots for caucuaea (at which official ballots are used), preparation of, . . 61 

Ballots cast in caucuses (at which official ballots are used) not to be counted 

until polls are closed, ........ 62 

to be counted in full view of voters, ...... 62 

by challenged voter, no information to be given relative to, . . 62 

to be transmitted to city or town clerk or election commissioners, 62 

to be preserved, etc., ......... 62 

recount of, ........... 63 

Ballots cast in caucuses (at which official ballots are not used) to be trans- 
mitted to city or town clerk, ....... 55 

to be preserved, . . . 55, 56 

recount of, ........... 68 

Ballota for primaries, preparation of, etc., ....... 40, 41 

delivery of, at polling place, ........ 42 

form, number, arrangement of names, etc., .... 41 

to contain statement regarding candidate, , .... 41 

to have blank spaces for insertion of names, . .... 41 

how marked by voter, . . . . . . . . . 41, 42 

facsimile copies to be furnished, ....... 40 

facsimile copies to be posted in polling places, ..... 42 

Ballots cast at primaries, countii^ and recounting of, 39 

Blank forms, envelopes, etc., for returns to be furnished by the secretary of 

the oonunonwealth and clerks of the courts, .... 83 
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e for the count aod canvass of votes, to be provided by the secre- 
tary of tbe commoDwealth, ....... 83 

3 used at elections when o£Gcial ballots are used, . . . 101 

eedings when impossible to use, ...... 107 

Jty for injuring or destroying, ....... 149 

dennen. (See Aldermen, board of.) 

auniners, for each county except Suffolk and Nantucket, . 108 

xamine votes for county commiBBioners, file returns in clerk's 
office, notify peraons elected and secretary of the common wealth , 108 

order new returns if original appear to be incomplete or errone- 
ous, 109 

recount ballots tor county and associate commiBaionere, . .112 

lO give information r^arding ballot cast by challenged voter, . 114 
sue precepts for election in cose of failure to elect or vacancy in 
office of county commissioners or associate commissioners, and 
notify secretaiy of the commonwealth, ..... 117 
>Qd copy of precept to the secretary of the commonwealth, . .118 

Jties on, 144, 145 

lealth, in towns, election, terms of office, ete., . . 135, 137, 138 

rtain towns to contain physician, 135 

tmen to constitute board, if none is chosen 135 

egistration to be furnished by secretary of "the commonwealth, at 

cost, 20 

f of, election commissioDers in, appointment, term, etc., 9, 10, 32, 33, 

34, 35, 36 
ion commiasionav to constitute the Boston ballot law commission, 33 
>f persona, twenty years of age or upwards and women voters in, 

how made, 28-31 

erson to be listed in, later than tbe twenty-first day preceding a 
state or munieip^ election, ....... 31 

of inmates of institutions in, to be transmitted to election commis- 
sioners, ........... 14 

tant registrars of voters in, ....... 33 

Lg and registration of voters in, 28-36 

t lists of registered voters to be made in, . . . .26, 35, 36 

Qg of voting lists io, ........ 26 

s of voting lists to be prepared for distribution, .... 36 

ination of candidates for any municipal elective ofBce in, shall be 
made by nomination papers, etc., . 68, 70, 71, 72, 73 

ion officers in, appointment, removal, etc., .... 78-81 

r to write his name upon request, .... . . 36 

for filing certificates of nomination and nomination papers in, 

before elections 70 

;es of meetings for elections in, . . . . . . .95 

aries in (see also Primaries), ....... 38-47 

also Election commissioners.) 

elections, punishment for, 152 
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C. 

Calling of caucuses, S3, 65, 66, ! 

Calling of primaries, 

Candidates, names of. (See Names of candidates.) 

noaunation of, blank forma for, to be fumiehed by the secretary of 

commonwealth, ........ 

nomination of, by caucus, ...... G2- 

□omination of, by primaries, ,..,,. 38- 

nomination of, by convention, ...... 

Domination of, by individual voters, ..... 

nomination of, by direct plurality vote, .... 62- 

nomination of, to fill vacancy caused by withdrawal, ineligibility 

death, £9, 

political or other designation of, . 44, 49, 50, 59, 6d, 

to file written acceptance of nomination when nominated by nomi 

tion papers 45, 49, 58, 59, 

may withdraw names from nomination; time, etc., . . 38, 

to be notified of objectiona to nomination, .... 

names, residences, etc., of, to be placed upon ballots, 

protection of, against anonymous circulars and posters, 

no political committee shall demand money for furnishing nominal 

papers to, ... . ..... 

number of names of, with same political de^gnation, 

lists of, to be posted and published, ..... 

to be voted for, not el^ble as election officers or supervisors of electic 
payments to political committees by, limited, .... 

receiving the highest number of votes to be declared elected or no 

not to serve as caucus ofGcers, ...... 

claiming an election, to serve notice on clerk of intention to contest, e 
for pre^dential electors, receiving not less than one fifth of votes, o 

apply to supreme judicial court for declaration of election, , 
to be notified and may be present at recount of ballots, 
for pubUc office, payment, etc., of money by, to aid nomination or e 

tion, etc., 

promise, etc., of appointment, etc., by, to aid nomination or electi 

etc., 

Bolidting of money, etc., from, except for certain purposes, prohibit 
may incur and pay personal expenses, etc., .... 
may make voluntary payment, etc., of money, etc, to political a 

mittees, etc., ......... 

penalties on, for violations of provisions relative to corrupt praoti 

and election expenses, ....... 

to be notified of errors In statement of election expenses, . 
may be nominated at adjourned caucus, in case of tie vote, 
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practices meH^ble to hold public 

153 

ipon nomination papers and bal- 

. 41, 44, 49, 50, 59, 61 

. 41,44,49,58,61 

41,61,88-90 

38,60,72 

I nomination to give namea, reri- 

. 44, 49, 59, 61, 69 

101-104 

pared and fumished, ... 91 



e does not appear upoD voting 



a offirial ballots are used, . . 64 
of office, etc., . . . . 63, 64 

54.64 

65,63,64 

Jlengedvote, .... 62 

143,145 

53,56,57,58,64 
. 53,55,66,67,68,64 

67 

53,55,57,58 
re lines in certain cases, . . 58 

27 

andidate, delegate or member of a 



to sign certificates of nomination, 

67 

be (umiehed for use of presiding 

73 

aused by withdrawal, ineligibility 

72, 73 

d violation of laws relating to, 127, 128 
I of laws relating to, . 9 

» and election expenses, applicable 



143,145 

i called by city or town committee, 57 
, on same day, . ... 57 
ng copy of call, .... 57 
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Caucuaee,h<mr not tobeearlierthan2o'clockp.M., or later than 7.30 o'clocki 
peraoQS receiving the highest number o( votes in, to be declared ele 

or nominated, , . . _ 

may adjourn in certMn cases, ....... 

relative to special elections, ....... 

may be called to consider adoption of provisionB of law for the m 

official ballots, ........ 

polls to be kept open at least one hour, ..... 

acceptance may be rtvoked after one year, how, 

ballots and votii^ lists to be preserved, ..... 

notices of intention to contest elections or nominations by, 

at which official ballots are used, ...... 

at least twenty-Bve voters to take part in certain, 

all of one party, lela^g to city or town election, to be held on same 

in certun cases, . 

time of calling, . . . . . . . . S5, 5' 

order of business, . 6i 

time of closing polls, . . . . . 

voting lists to be used, ........ 

challenging of votes in, . 

ballots to be counted in full view of voters, .... 

vote in, to be publicly announced,- ...... 

recount of ballots cast in, ...... . 

precinct, appointment of officers to serve at, . . 

returns of, . 

returns to be tabulated by city or town clerks, .... 
dty or town clerk to issue certificates, and notify committees of 

tion of delegates and members of ward and town committees, 
returns of, at which are made direct nominations, etc.. 
Caucuses, joint. (See Primaries.) 
Certificates, applications or affidavits taken by assessors, to be preserve) 

two years, 

complunts, etc., relating to registration, to be preserved for 

years 

of right to vote, to be pven by the r^strars of voters, etc., 

to be attached to the votii^ list, etc., ..... 

to be made after counting ballots, ...... 

to be made after recount of ballots, ..... 

Certificates of election, governor to issue, etc., ..... 

secretary of the commonwealth to transmit, to persons elected, . 

of representatives in general court, form of, . . 

to be made and transmitted in duplicate, .... 

to be issued by city clerk or election commissioners upon expirati< 

time for recount of ballots, ...... 

to be sent to caucus officers, ....... 

Certificates of nomination of candidates, blank forms of, to be fumisbe 

the secretary of the commonwealth, ..... 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



jididates, for repreeentatlve to generaJ court, 
Dt to city and town clerks, etc., . 



officer and secretary of caucus, etc., , . 67, 73 

67 

:retary of the commonwealth or city or town 

67, 70 

70 

dc in writing; time of filing, ... 71 

dered and decided by certain officials, ... 71 
public inspection, etc., .... 73 

,y or town committee to notify aldermen or 
caucus, . . . . . .55,57 

S 60 

ke nominations for eaueute» (at which official 
papers are not filed, or vacancy occurs, . . 59, 60 
vote, duty of presiding officer, 62, 101 

>w received, 62 

^tions, ....... SI 

'', no information to be given relative to, 62, 101, 114 



s, protection of candidates against, , 149 

y of polling places, ..... 96 

n Tuesdays, 8 

■ation and voting 11 

11-14 

to be rectified, . . . . .11 

iata of, to be made, etc 12 

14-18 

tersin, 16-17 

in 18 

s for the registration of voters, ... IS 

lista of voters in, 25-28 

ased polls and registered voters in, . 27 

stered male and female voters in, . .27 

nd voting precincts, . .28, 75-77 

cription to be published and furnished to offi- 

76 

in, when new division into wards is made, . 7S 

77-81 

tion, preparation of, etc., .... 82 
atua and blank forms to be provided for use at 
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Cities, to keep ballot boxes and apptiratus in good repair and replace those 

loBt or destroyed, - ......... 83 

ballota to be prepared and furnished for elections and meetings in, . 87-91 
board of aldermen or election commissioners in, may make regula- 
tions aa to uae of Beals, ballot boxes, etc., and counting and re- 
turning votes, 9 

may purchase approved voting machines, ..... 85, 86 

meetings in, for election of state and city officers, calling of, . 95 

when ballot boxes may bo opened in, 96, 97 

statements relative to elections in, not to be made prior to public dec- 
laration of vote, ......... B7 

ballots and voting lists in, to be transmitted to city clerk or election 

commissioners by presiding election officer, .... 104 

ballots cast in, to be retained the required time and then destroyed 

without examination, 104 

voting lists used in, to be preserved, etc., . . . 104 

copy of voting list used at elections in, may be furnished, . . 104 

recount of ballots in, 111-114 

T^pstrars of voters in, may employ assistance in recounting votes, . 114 
result of election in, when to be declared, ..... 114 
elections in, provisions relating to corrapt practices and election ex- 
penses fq>pUcable to, 126 

to provide places for holding caucuses, 55, 67, 58 

toiumiahballotbaxes, booths, etc., in certain cases, ... 58 

proceedings in, when nomination papers (eaueut) are not filed, etc., . 59 

to provide ballots for caucuses when official ballots are used, . 61 

to provide blank nomination papers, ...... 58 

City clerk, with registrars of voters and city solicitor, to consider objections U> 

nominations for city offices and decide questions, except in Boston, 71 

City clerics, notices of, relating to elections, places of posting, etc., . 9 

to publish notices of meetings for elections, ..... 95 

except in Boston, to send to registrars of voters names of certain per- 
sons deceased, ......... 14 

to be members of boards of registrars of voters in certain cities, • 15 

to cease to be members of boards of registrars of voters, ... 15 

toreceiveandfilenominationsfor city officers; time, etc., . . 70 

to require identification of persons filing nomination papers, . 70 

to notify candidate and party committee of objections to nomination, 72 
to preserve certificates, nomination papers, objections, withdrawals, 
receipts and record of number of ballots furnished, for one 

year, 73, 90, 91, 93 

to notify secretary of the commonwealth of changes in wards or voting 

precincts, .......... 7? 

may adminster oaths to election officers, . . .... 80 

may admtnster oaths to supervisors of elections, .... 81 

vacancy in office of, may be filled by appointment pro tempore, . 81 
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le for safe keeping and repair of state baUot boxes, 

[tinea and apparatus, S3 

ble Beals for precinct clerke, 84 

ixee, eeals, apparatus and blank forma to election officers, 84 
iimiBh ballots, cards of instruction and specimen ballots 

tion, 87-91 

candidates to be posted and published, . . 91, 92 

s for ballots to the secretary of the commonwealth, . 93 
cards of instruction and copies of proposed constitu- 
dment to election officers, . . . 93, 94 

etc., for city election to be packed in sealed packages, 

93 

umisfa substitute ballots when needed, ... 04 
ty records the copies of records of elections furnished 

clerks, . . 102 

■ns of elections, etc., with akiemien, .... 105 
>y of voting list as checked upon application of ten 

I, etc.,. 63, 104 

the required time, and then cause them to be destroyed 
mination, ........ 104 

lists for some length of time as ballots, and then trau»- 

< registrars of voters, ...... 104 

rasof votes, . 105,110 

tion to erroneous returns, etc., . 104, 105, 109 

voters of referendum measures, . . 92, 93 

urn of votes, etc., . . . . .110 

tion to election of representative in general court, 109 

retaiy of the commonwetdth the number of names of 

ced as having voted, etc., 110 

until a contested election is determined, etc.. Ill 

tes of election upon result being declared by aldermen, 114 
mation relative to ballots cast by challenged voters, . 114 

144, 145, 152 

tlopes containing ballots to be recounted, etc., to regis- 

sre, 112 

e to statements of election expenses, . . 124^126 

: Domination papers, ...... 58 

:s for use in primaries and caucuses 40, 61 

mber of ballots for primary or caucus, if not otherwise 

. .40,61 

lile copies of ballots, . . ... . . . 40, 61 

i, voting lists, etc., to caucus officers, .42, 61 

s received from wardens of caucuses, , . 62, 63 

r if required by court or convention 62, 63 

r representative district, to meet and determine election, 109 

cord names of persons voted for, and number of votes 

■son, 109, 110 
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City and town clerki, place of meeting of, to ascertain result of election, to 

be designated, etc., 109 

to make and transmit duplicate certificates of election, 110 

tocertify to the secretary of the commonwealth when there is no choice, 115 

city and town primaries, 48-61 

City committee, to consist of ward committees, 37 

how organised, 37 

vacancy in, how filled, . 37 

may make rules governing its proceedings, 38 

may make rules governing caucuses, 38 

secretary of, to file with secretary of the commonwealth, city or town 

clerk and state committee, list of members and officers, . . 37 

may make rules to determine membership of party, .... 38 

to exclude all othere from caucus, ....... 38 

to fix days for holding municipal caucuses, ..... 57 

may call meeting in any city to consider adoption of provision of law < 

for the use of official ballots, ....... 56 

proceedings for this purpose, . . , . . . . . 56, 57 

secretary of, to file notices of adoption, etc., ..... 57 

City councils, to furnish registrora with office room and aid, determine com- 
pensation, etc., . . . ... . . . . 17 

may authorize the appointment of assistant registrats of voters, 17 
may vote, with approval of the mayor, to substitute statement for copy 

of proposed law or amendment, etc., ..... 93 

to determine compensatioD of supervisors of elections, ... 81 
elections by, act relative to corrupt practices and election expenses ap- 
plicable to, 126 

CSty election, term defined (see also Cities), 5 

City officer, term defined, . . 6 

City officers. (See Civil officers.) 

City offices, candidates for, nomination of, ...... 53-73 

Qty of Boston. (See Boston, city of.) 

City solicitor, with city clerk and registrars of voters, to consider objections to 

nominations for city offices and decide questions, except in Boston, 71 

to prepare statement of proposed law or amendment, etc., ... 93 
Civil officers, election of, persons having highest number of votes to be deemed 

to be elected, . 8 

title of persons elected not to be affected by violation of certain pro- 
visions of law, lU 

Clerk of board of registrars, election, duties, ...... 15 

Clerk of caucus, election, duties, etc., ....... 62-64 

to seal up ballots, voting lists, and statements r^arding challenged 

vote, before adjournment of caucus, ...... 62 

(witb warden) to endorse package containing votes, etc., ... 62 
Clerks of cities. (See City clerks.) 
Clerks of voting precincts. (See Election officers.) 

Clerks of the courts, election of, 94, 128 

to hold office tor five years, 131 
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rta, in case of failure to elect, or vacancy in office of, governor 

ler new election, ........ US 

cacancy in oEBce of, appointment, .... 115,116 

votes for, to be returned to the secretary of the common- 



blank forma and envelopes for certificates, returns, etc., 
rotes for county commissioner, to be filed in office of, . 
Rben vacancy occurs in offices of county commissioDer or i 



T wilful neglect, etc., ....... 14S 

(See Town clerks.) 
w, to furnish information necessary to aid r^istrars, . , 12 
ished with additions to and corrections in lists of persons as- 

, 12 

r wilful neglect or refusal, ...... 145 

ection, term of office, etc., 133, 137 

I'ailure to elect or vacancy, ...... 140, 141 

ids, 141 

I apportion Suffolk county into representative districts, . 130 
' registrars of voters, 16, 17 

officers, 81 

ors of elections, ........ SI 

itial electors 119 

Hot law commission, ....... 74 

9ta to examine voting machine, ..... 84 

ficates, etc., to be preserved by registrars for two years, 25 

atatives in, designation on ballot may be "Congressman," . 88, 89 

Lepreeentatives in ooi^press.) 

.. (See United States senators.) 

>er, election, term of office, etc., .... 133, 137 

i duties of, . . . 97, 98, 99, 110, 131, 133, 138, 140, 141 

jce of town meeting, 131 

■ed by moderator, may remove and confine disorderly persons, 133 
rsons violating provisions of Jaw into custody, etc., . . 99 
] town officers elect to appear and take oath, . . . 133 
imption from liability to hold office of, ... , 138 

h accept or decline office, 140 

failure to elect, or vacancy, ...... 140 

or refusing or neglecting duty, ...... 145 

ollectors of taxes in certain cases, ..... 133 

leodment to, proposed, preparation, publication, posting, 

91,92,93 

slips to be furnished to r^^trars and election tummissioners 
tretary of the t»mmonwealth, . , ... 22 

I be printed in warrant for meeting at which it is to be voted 

95 

may be substituted for copy to be sent to registered voters, 93 
f approval of, to be printed on ballot, .... 89 
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ConteBt, notice of intention to, in cases of elections or nominations by 

. caucuses - . 56, 111 

Contested elections, ballots to be retained subject to order, etc., , . . Ill 
of prcmdential electors, ........ 107, lOS 

"Convention," term defined, ......... 6 

Conventions, sefection of delegates to, . . . 41,43-48,61,62,66,67 

date of holding, . . 47, 67 

nomination of candidates by 66-73 

presiding officer and secretary of, to sign and swear to certificate of 

nomination, etc., ......... 67 

secretary of, to file, ......... 67 

blank cotificate of nomination to be furnished for use of presiding 

officer and secretary of, ........ 73 

may provide for filling vacancy caused by withdrawal, ineligibility or 

death of candidate, ......... 72 

provision relative to corrupt practices and election expenses, applicable 

to, 125 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to, 127, 12S 
penalty on officer of, ........ . 143 

Copies of records of votes. (See Returns of votes.) 

Corporations, certain, not to make poUtical contributions, etc., . . 121, 122 
may publish or circulate paid matter on, on Fcferendum affecting 
their own property, etc., ........ 122 

Corrupt practices in elections, prevention of, . . . . . 119-126 

Councillors, elected annually on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 

November, 94, 128 

returns o[ votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth 105 

Count and canvass of votes 101-104 

Counting of ballots, when voting is in progress, 103 

apparatus for, .......... 83-87 

County commissioners, election, term of office, et«., ... 96, 129, 131 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to clerks of the courts, . 105 

to esamine votes for county treasurers and registers of deeds, notify per- 
sons elected and secretary of the commonwealth, . 108 
board of examiners to examine votes for, notify persons elected and 

secretary of the commonwealth, ...... 108 

may order new return if original appears to be incomplete or erroneous, 109 
to designate place of meeting of clerks in representative districts, 109 

may recount ballots for county treasurers and registers of deeds. 111. 112 
not to give information regarding ballot cast by challenged voter, . 114 
to issue precept for new election in case of failure to elect, or vacancy 

in office of county treasurer or register of deeds, . . 116 

in case of failure to elect, or vacancy in office of, board of examiners 
to issue precept for new election, and notify secretary of the com- 
monwealth, ......... 117-118 

may appoint a county treasurer or register of deeds to hold office until 

an election, in case of a vacancy, 116, 117 
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nera, in case of Tacuicjr in office of, appointment may be 
y remaining comminioneTB and clerk of courts, , 117 

y of precept to the secretary of the commonwealth, IIS 

ban one commissioneF or associate commissioner to be 
from the same city or town, ...... 129 

laaeMoiB in certain towns, ,.,... 141 

, 144,145 

eetion of, etc., 95, 129, 131 

election, term of office, residence, .... 95, 129, 131 
>te8 for, to be made to county commissioners witliin ten 

105 

DoiasioneTB to eitamine votes for, notify person elected and 

y of the commonwealth, ...... 103 

Uure to elect, or vacancy in ofGce of, county commiBsionerH 

precept for new election, and notify secretary of the com- 

dth, 118 

iconcy in office of, appointment, etc., .... 116 
>n8 for offences against the election laws, . . . 9, 10 



D. 

, for filing nominations, ... 47 

low to be computed in election laws, 
to be made to r^strars of voters monthly, 
jD be marked, etc., ..... 

}f tie vote, to be chosen by other delegates, etc.; 
for filling such vacancy, .... 

ventiona to be elected by direct pliu^ity vote, 
irtificate of election, ..... 
ention, proceedings for filling vacancies on, 
iee Election officers.) 

(See Election officers.) 
(See Election officers.) 

;al, or other, of candidates, . 41, 44, 49, 50, 69, « 
1, Ktums of caucuses when made, . . . . 

iaions of law to apply to caucuses held for, 
te, candidates for certain offices to be nominated by, 
state committees to be elected by, 
on account of vote, penalty tor, . . . . 
;, at sessions of registrars of voters, penalty for, etc., 
primaries or elections, penalty for, 

(See Contested elections.) 
election, term of office, residence, . . , . 
Dtes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the 



ilure to elect, or vacancy in office of, governor to order n< 



47,62 

I, 72, 87, 88 

54 

67 

43, 48, 51 

36 

. 152 

. 148 

. 152 
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District attorneys, in case of vacancy in office of, appointment, et«., 
to be notified of defective statements of electioa expenses, . 
to prosecute in certain cases, ....... 

to attend inquests in election cases, etc., ..... 

Documents relating to registration, to be preserved for two years. 
Duplicate voting lists, to be prepared for use at elections and meetings, 



27 



E. 

Election, term defined, , 6 

Election cases, inquests in 127, 128 

Election commisaionerB, city of Boston, appointment, term, etc 32, 33 

powers and duties of, 9 

to constitute the Boston ballot law conuniseion, .... 33 

to appoint assistant registrars of voters, 33 

to provide polling places for primaries, ...... 39 

to provide blank nomination papers for primaries, .... 68 

may remove election officer on day of election, 73 

to appoint election officers, 78 

police commissioner to give notice in writing to, that more time is neces- 
sary for listing, ......... 29 

may remove election officers 78, 79 

may prefer charges against election officer, 78 

to fill vacancies in election offices, ....... 79 

to meet on certain days to certify names on primary nomination papers, 45 
may make regulations as to use of seals, ballot boxes, counting ap- 
paratus, etc., receiving and returning votes, .... 

to post, in places of r^istration, laws prescribing penalty for illegal 

registration, .......... 13 

registration by, to be in open session, 24 

complaints, certificates, etc., received by, to be preserved for two years, 25 
may enforce regularity of proceedings, maintain order, etc., . 25 

to prepare voting lists 25, 36 

to prepare an annual register, ....... 31, 32 

to transmit to listing board before April 1, a list of women votera of 

preceding year, 32 

to notify voters of previous year whose names have not been entered 

in annual register of current year, ...... 32 

sessions for registration of voters, ....... 35 

to examine applicants for registration under oath, .... 35 

to prepare copies of voting lists in pamphlet form, .... 36 

to canvass primary returns, 39, 46 

Election days, sale, etc., of intoxicating liquors on, . , . . . 8, 9 

Election expenses, receipts, payments, statements, etc., . . 119-126 

payments by candidates to political committees, limited,. . 120 

to be inspected, 124,125 

Election laws, etc., evidence in prosecution for violation of, ... 9 
Election officer, term defined, 6 
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Election ofGoers, to be furnished with map or description of voting precincts, 76 

of each voting place, relfttire lo, 77-81 

removal of, vacancy, etc , . . 78, 79 

certain, not to be appointed in certain dties, . . . . 77, 78 

to equally represent the two leading political parties, etc., . , . 78, 79 

absent at opening of poUa, etc., place may be filled 79 

persons not eligible as, when candidates to be voted for, ... 79 

to be swom, 80 

deputy to act in absence of principals, ...... 79 

in city of Boston may i^uire voters to write their names, . . 36 

duties of, when substitute b^lote are furnished, . / . 94 

at opening of polls t« see that ballot box is empty, . . 06, 97 

in charge of ballot box and voting list, respectively, to be of different 

political parties, .,.,..... 97 

not to moke statements relative to the voting at elections until public 

declaration of vote, ........ 97 

to report violation of provisions of law to police, .... 99 

who are to assist disabled voters in msriung ballots; to certify on 

ballots, 100 

not to mark ballots, etc., ........ 100 

when voting machines are used, ..... . . 86 

to distinctly announce and repeat names of voters and check names on 

lists before b^lots ore deposited in box, ..... .101 

not to moke statements relative to ballots cast by challenged voters, lOI, 114 
duties of, in the count and canvass of votes, .... 101-104 

shall not announce vote until all ballots have been counted, 103 

presiding officer to select officers to count votes removed before close 

of polls 103 

endorsement of, on envelope containing ballots, .... 103 

to certify on envelope to the identity of voting lists used at an election, 103 
may affix seals to envelope containing ballots, ..... 103 

to make an additional record of vot«8, etc. 105,110 

of a ward or precinct composing a part of a representative district, to 
make, seal, and deliver to clerk a copy of record of vote for repre- 
sentative, 109 

penalties on, .......... 143-145 

penalty for disobedience of lawful commands of, ... . 1G2 

in cities, when new divi»on into wards is made, .... 76 

compensation of .81 

Elections, prevention of corrupt practices in, .... . 119-126 
inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to, 127, 128 

in cities, to be held on Tuesdays, , . 8 

Elective office, term defined, . . 6 

Electors of president and vice president of the United States, addition to 
designation on certificate of nomination, nomination paper and 

ballot, 69,89,90 

arrangement of names of candidates on ballot, etc., . . , . 89, 90 
election of, 94, 128 
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Electors of president and vice president of the United States, marking of 

ballotfl in voting for 99, 100 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the conunon- 

wealth, 105 

returns of votes for, to be examined by governor and council and procla- 
mation to be made, etc., . • . . . 106,107 
candidates for, receiving not less than one fifth of votes, may apply 

to supreme judicial court for declaration of election, . . 107 

governor to issue certificates of election to, when, etc., . 107 

final determination of contested elections of, . . . 107, lOS 

it majority of, are not chosen by the people, remaining number to be 

chosen by legislature, ........ 114 

vacancy in, how filled, ..,..,... 114 
to meet and organize on the Saturday preceding the second Monday in 

January succeeding their election, ...... 118 

secretary of the commonwealth to preside until presiding officer is 

chosen, . 118 

to vote on the second Monday in Januaryfor president and vice presi- 
dent, and certify and transmit their votes to seat of government, 118 
compensation of, for travel and attendance, . . .119 

Employees in manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishments, to 

be allowed time to vote, ........ 8 

Enrolment, party, of voters, how made, changed, etc., . . . . 42, 43 

Envelopes and blanks for returns to be furnished by the secretary of the com- 
monwealth and clerks of tbe courts, ..... 83 

Errors, in names or residences of persons assessed, to be corrected, . 11 

in registration, correction of, . . . . . .23 

in names or residences of persons assessed, assessors to be notified, . 24 
in caucus nomination papers, correction of, .' . . . . 59, 61 

in records of votes, correction of, .... 104,105,109,110 

Evidence in prosecutions for violation of caucus or election laws, . . . 9, 10 

Examiners, board of. (See Board of examiners.) 

Expenses, election, and corrupt practices in elections, .... 119-126 

what may be incurred by political committees, . . . 119, 120 

personal, term defined, ......... 119 

F. 

Failure to elect, state officers, ........ 1 14-118 

town officers, ......... 140-141 

False affidavit, penalty for making, ........ 147 

False answer, statement or name, penalties for giving, . . 145, 146 

False certificate, paper, endorsement, etc., penalties for making, . . . 148 

False name, penalty for voting under, ...... 145, 146 

False statement, as to inability to mark ballot, penalty for making, . . 146 

on nomination papers, penalty for subscribing to, . . . .45 

Females. (See Women.) 
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twere in towns, election, etc., ..... 

fen in towns, election, etc., ..... 

nt impersonation of voters in city of Boston, to prevent, 
nt voting, etc. {See Penalty.) 

G. 

>allots, description of, number to be fumisbed, etc., 

Murt. (See Lcg'^^*!'^') 

-egister of voters, to be kept, ..... 

rm of; books for, to be furnished by the secretary of the C 
wealth at cost, ......... 20 

vision and correction of, ........ 23 

Boston, preparation of, ........ 33 

r, to be elected annually on the Tuesday "next after the first Monday 

in November, 94, 128 

tuns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the com- 

monwealth, .......... 105 

the presence of at least five councillors, to certify to results of CTcam- 
ination of retvims of votes, ....... 106 

ter examination, to deliver returns of votes and certificate of exam- 
ination to secretary of the commonwealth, .... 106 

I issue certificates to presidential electors, ..... 107 

> convene the l^pslature in case of failure to elect a majority of presi- 

dential electors, . . . . . , . . .114 

> issue precept for election of representative in coi^ress, in case of 

vacancy or failure to elect, . .115 

I issue precepts for elections in case of vacancies or failure to elect cer- 
tain district and county officers, ...... 115 

I issue precept for election of United States senator, in case of vacancy 

or failure to elect, ........ 114, 115 

ir and council, to appoint supervisors of registration upon petition, . 25 
i appoint three ballot law commissioners and determine compensa- 
tion, 74 

> appoint supervisors of elections upon petition of ten qualified voters, SI 

J examine returns of votes, 106 

at to reject return of votes because of informality, etc., . . 105, 106 
) examine returns, etc., for presidential electors, and to make procla- 
mation, 106, 107 

lay order new returns of votes if originals appear to be incomplete or 



) appoint sheriff, district attorney and register of probate and insol- 
vency to fill vacancy, ........ 115 

!iil to be constructed at each polling place, etc., . . . . 58, 82 

ersons permitted inside of, , , - , . . . . .98 
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INDEX. 179 

H. 

Health. (See Boarde of health.) 

Highways in towna, Burveyora of, 133, 134, 138 

Holiday, when final day of regiBtration falls on, ...... 19 

filing of oertificat«a of nomination in towns when final day falls on, . 70, 71 ' 
Holidays to be included in computing time in election laws, ... 8 

Hour for calling caucuses, ......... 55-58 

Hour and day, last, for filing uommattons, . . . . 46, 50, 59, 70 

I. 

Illegal or incorrect registration, proceedings in case of, .... 23, 24 

penalty for, ........... 147 

filial voting, duties of off cers, ........ 99 

penalties for, 145-146 

Impersonation of voters, to prevent fraudulent, in city of Boston, . .36 
Independent voter, not to be excluded from caucuses, .... 38 

Inquesta in election casee, ........ 127, 128 

Inspectors, to act as ballot clerks (see also Election officers), ... SO 

Institutions, list o( persons confined in certain, to be transmitted to election 

commissioners of Boston, 14 

Instruction to voters, cards of, to be prepared and furnished, . , . fll 
Intoxicating liquor. (See Liquors. ) 

J. 

Justice of the peace, may administer oath to supervisors of elections, . . 81 

may call a town meeting upon refusal of selectmen, etc., . . . 131 

may administer oath to town officer elect, ..... 138 

L. 

Legislature, members of, to be elected on the Tuesday next alter the first 

Monday in November, ....... 94, 128 

recount of ballots by, . . . . . . .112 

proceedings of, when a majority of presidential electors are not elected 

by the people, 114 

eleotiona in, provisions relative to corrupt practices and election ex- 
penses applicable to, ....... , 126 

lieutenant governor, to be elected annually on the Tuesday next after the 

first Monday in November, ...... 94, 128 

returns of votes tor, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth, 105 

Liquors, sale, etc, of, on election dajB, , . 8, 9 

in polling places, forbidden, under penalty, .... 98, 152 

questions of grantii^ licenses for sale of, to be placed on ballot, . 89, 139 

in towns polls to be kept open at least one hour, .... 95 
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Meetings for electioas, election officers at, to check name of voter on list and 

distinctly announce name before he votes, , . , 100, 101 

how votes shall be deposited in 101, 138, 139 

proceedings when right to vote is challenged in, .... 101 

penalty (or disorderly conduct and illegal voting at, . . . 150, 152 
time of opening and closing polls at, ...... 95 

for state officers, selectmen to preside at, if town is not divided into 

voting precincts, ......... 80 

time of closing, after announcement, not to be changed to earlier 

hour, ........... 95 

in towns. (See Town meetings.) 

in towns divided into precincts voting for the election of state officers, 76 

for election of town officers, ........ 139 

for general business, ......... 139 

for political purposes, the holding of, regulated, , . . . 52-54 

of clerks of cities and towns composing a representative district, . 109 

Mercantile eetablishmeuta, etc., employees in, to be allowed time to vote, . 8 

Minor may be registered if he will be of age before the election next ensuing, 22 

Moderator and clerk in towns, may cause ballots to be counted while voting 

is in progress 103 

Moderators of town meetings, election, etc . 132, 137 

may be elected for the term of one year, ...... 132 

when not elected for one year to be first chosen at town meeting ex- 
cept for state election, ........ 132 

voting list to be used at election of, ...... 137 

ballot to be used at election of, etc., ...... 137 

penalty for printing unauthorized ballots for, ..... 150 

ballots for, to be received and coimted although not in conformity with 

requirements, ...,...,., 137 
may appoint additional ballot clerks, ..!... 80 

to fill vacancies in office of ballot clerk, 80 

1« be chosen before ballots are furnished to voters, .... 94 
to see that ballot box is empty before the opening of the polls, . . 96, 97 
to direct how balloting shall proceed when state ballot bos cannot be 

used, 97 

to require persons smoking or having liquor to withdraw, etc., . . 98 
to require disorderly persons to be detained, etc., . . . . 98, 99 

to report violations of law, ........ 99 

to check name of voter on registrar's certificate and to attach certificate 

to voting list, .......... 26 

to receive votes of registered voters, ...... 139 

in certain towns, to receive ballots for deposit in ballot box, open and 

unfolded, 138, 139 

not to give information regarding ballot cast by challenged voter, . 114 
duties of, in the count and canvass of votes, .... 101-104 
to direct how canvass of votes shall be made when state apparatus and 

blank forms cannot be used, ,,..... 102 
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Moderstora of tomi meetiogs, may appoint additional tellers to aid in check- 
ing names or canvaesing and counting votea, .... 80 
may adminJBter oaths to election officers, ..... 80 

to cause voting lists and balloU to be publicly enclosed in envelope, 

etc., 103,137,138 

to deliver voting list and ballots to town clerk, 104 

recount of ballots by, 112 

to notify interested candidates before recounting ballots, . .112, 

to adminster oath to town officers elect, ...... 138 

not to examine or read ballot or permit it to be done, 139 

Money, receipt, payment, etc., of, for election expenses, etc., . . 119-126 
Municipal party, term defined, ........ 6 

taking part in caucuses of, not l« affect right to take part iu caucuses of 

a political party, ......... 53 

K. 

Name, false, or false answer, penalty for giving, .... 145, 146 

Names of candidates, with residences, etc., to be placed upon certificates and 

nomination papers, . . . 44, 49, 59, 69 

may be withdrawn from nomination; time, etc., . . 46, 50, 62, 60, 72 
with residences, etc., to be placed upon ballots, .... 87-90 

arrangement of, upon ballots, . 41, 61, 8S-90 

Karnes of persons liable to be assessed, lists of, to be made by assessors, etc., . 1 1 
to be transmitted by assessors to registrars except in Boston, 
corrections in, to be made by assessors, etc., .... 

Names of voters, to be placed or retained on registers of voters, . 

to be written in full, etc., on registers, etc., .... 

to be distinctly announced before placing tbem on general register, 
errors in, registrars to correct,, etc., ...... 

errors in, registrars to notify assessors, ..... 

ent^^ in annual register, to be posted, times and places, . . . 25, 26 
additional, entered in annual register, to be posted or published, etc., 
entered in annual register, to be placed on voting list, . . . 25, 20 
may be stricken from registers upon notice and examination, etc., 
entitled to vote for part of officers, to be placed together, etc., . 
number of, required on nomination paper, . . 44, 49, 58, 59, 67, 68 
requisite number of, on nomination paper, to be certified by registrars 

of voters, or election commissioners, . . . . . 45, 60 

to be announced, repeated and checked on list before voters receive 

ballots, 99 

to be announced, repeated and checked on list before voters deposit 

ballots, 100, 101 

Names of women voters, may be placed in separate columns or lists, . . 25, 26 
list of, to be transmitted to assessors, ...... 21 

list of, to be returned to registrars of voters, ..... 12 

National convention, election of delegates to, etc., ..... 51 
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National ocmvaitioD, vacancy in del^ation to, how filled, .... £2 
N&turalisatioa papers, to be produced for inspection before name is placed 

on r^Eiater, etc., 22 

Nomination, certificates of. (See Certificates of nomination.) 

Nomination filed, etc., to be valid, unless objections are filed, etc., . 39, 71 

Nomination of candidates, by caucus or primary, 38-67 

by convention, 48,49,67,72 

by individual voters, 44, 40, 55, 67, 68 

by other than political parties 64, 6S 

by direct nomination, 43, 51, 66 

to fill vacancy caused by withdrawal, iDeligibility or death, 46, 52, 60, 73, 73 

notice of, to be sent to candidatea, 54 

notice of intention to contest, 39, 56, 71 

Nomination or election of candidates, act relative to corrupt practices and 

election expenses applicable to, ...... 126 

Nomination papers, blank lonn of, to be fumished by the secretary of the 

commonwealth, . . . 46, 73 

form, cont«niB, number of signatures, etc., 39, 44-46, 40, 50, 58-61, 69 

requisite number of signatures on, to be certified by r^istrars of 

voters, 45, 50, 68, 69 

nomination of candidates by, ........ 67-73 

who may sign, 45, 49, 50, 58, 67, 68 

number of signatures required on, to nominate a candidate, 44, 49, 58, 59, 67, 68 
political or other designation of candidates on, . . . 44, 49, 59, 69, 70 
one of signers to swear to truth of atatementa in, etc,, ... 69 
time of filing with secretary of the commonwealth, or city or town 

clerks 46, 50, 70, 71 

certifying to names on, ......... 45 

boards of registrars of voters and in Boston the election commissioners 

to hold meetings on certain days to certify to names on, . . 45 
to be filed by some responsible person, etc., ..... 70 
written acceptance of candidates, to be filed with, .45, 49, 70 

objections to, may be made in writing; time of filing, 39, 46, 71, 72, 73 

objections to, shall be considered and questions decided by certain 

officials, 71, 72 

to be preserved for one year, open to pubhc inspection, ... 73 
may state, in not more than eight words, occupation, etc,, of candi- 
date 44, 49, 50, 59 

act relative to corrupt practices and election expenses applicable to, . 126 
(caucus) blanks to be provided by city or town, .... 58 

notices relative to filing of, to be published, ... 39, 48, 52, 57 
to be sealed and filed in ofSce of secretary of city or town committee 

ten days before caucus, ........ 59 

time of filing to be endorsed upon, ....... 59 

not to be opened until time for filing has expired, .... 59 

to be publicly opened, 59 

correction of errors, irr^^larities, etc., in, ... , 59, 61 
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Irawal new paper may be filed, . . 46, 60 
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ttees shall not demand money as a prerequiaite for fur- 

121 

uses, at which official ballots are used, must be made 
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OfBoera, election. (See Election officere.) 

police. (See Police officers.) 

presidii^. , (See Presiding officers.) 

Official ballot, term defined, 6 

Oi^nization, of state, city and town committees, ..... 37 

of presidential electors, ......... IIS 

Overseers of the poor in towns, number, election, term of office, sex, etc., 133-13S 

women to be eligible as, 134 

selectmen may act as, if none are chosen, . . . . . 137 

P, 

Partial ballots for use of certain voters, 90 

Party, political. (See Political parties.) 

Pasters, to be placed upon official ballots, ....... 96 

Penalty, on assessor or assistant assessor, ....... 142 

on registrar or assistant registrar, ...... 142, 143 

on member of listing board or police officer in Boston, . . 143 

on officer of primary, caucus, or convention, ..... 143 

on caucus officer for violating provisions of section lo5, 143 

on supervisors of elections, ........ 143 

on election officer, 143, 144 

on presidii^ officer, ......... 144 

on peison elected to public office violating law relating to corrupt 

practices, .......,,. 153 

on officer recounting ballots, ........ 144 

on corporation violating provisions of sections 354 to 356, . . 153 

on city or town clerk or election commissioners, . . . 144, 145 

on candidate violating any provision relating to corrupt practices in 

elections, . . . ■ . . . . . . . 153 

on city, town, or precinct clerk or election commissionera, . . 145 

on political committee violating any provision of eectioa 358, . 153 

on selectmen, .......... 145 

on any public officer, primary, caucus, or election officer, or officer or 

member of a political committee or convention, etc., . 145 

for illegal voting or attempting to vote, placing distinguishing mark on 

ballot, 145, 146 

for violating provisions of section 146, ...... 145 

for making false statement, unlawfully allowing ballot to be seen, 146 

for givii^ false answer, 146 

for refusii^ to give true name, information, etc., . . 146, 147 

for giving name of non-resident, ....... 147 

for false affidavit, oath or certificate, ...... 147 

for registering when not qualified, false representation, answer, etc., 147 

for disorderly conduct, etc, at regbtration, .... 147, 148 

for interfering with supervisor of registration, ..... 148 

for defacing or removing notice, voting lists, n 
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Penalty, for aiding person in illegal voting, interference with voter, etc., 

for alt«ring ballot cast at a primary or caucus, illegally depositing or 

removing ballot, etc., 

for falsely making, filing, suppressing, defacing, etc., certificate, nom> 

ination paper or letter, ........ 

on magistrate taking oath of signer to nomination paper, . 

for writii^, printing, posting, distributing, etc., anonymous circulars, 

for obstructing or interfering with transmission of ballots or returns, . 

for posting, distributing, etc., certain postere, cards, etc., . 

for injuring or destroying ballot box, blanks or apparatus, , 

for tampering with, injuring, etc., voting machine or ballot box, 

for refusal or neglect to comply with regulations relative to receiving, 

counting and returning votes, etc., ...... 160 

for interfenag with election commissioner, city or town clerk or elec- 
tion officer, .......... 150 

for preventing, hmdering, molesting, etc., supervisor of elections, 150 

for subscribing falsely to statement on nomination paper, ... 46 

for printing or distributing ballot in violation of section 410, ISO 

for defacing, destroying, etc., lists, cards, ballots, supplies, etc., . 150 
for forging, etc., endorsement, destroying, etc., or delaying deUvery of 

ballots 150 

for violating provisions of section 353 relative to obtaining nomina- 
tion papers, . . . . . 152 

for obstructing or delaying voter, ...... 150, 151 

for Interfering with or inducing voter to show ballot, 161 

for aiding or abetting in illegal voting, ...... 161 

for marking ballot contrary to law, ,...,.. 151 

for altering, depositing or removing ballot with intent to defraud, 161 

for removing ballot from enclosed spao6, ...... 151 

for employing, etc., certain persons on day of state election, . . 151 

for attempting to mfluence voters by threats, etc., .... 152 

for bribery at elections, ........ 152 

for disorderly conduct at primaries, caucuses, or elections, . . . 152 

for disobeying orders of election, primary, or caucus officws, 152 

for not removing pipe, cigar, liquor, etc., ...... 152 

for giving information regarding challenged votes, .... 152 

for violating provisions relative to corrupt practices, .... 153 

supreme and superior court may enforce, provisions, . . . 153, 164 
for violating provisions relative to political advertisements and con- 
tributions, .......... 153 

Personal expenses. (See Expenses, personal,) 

Plurality of votes, person receiving highest number of votes to be declared 

elected or nominated, 8, 36, 38, 51, 54, 66 

Police officers, to be detailed to attend sessions for registration, to preserve 

order, etc., 25 

to be stationed at polling places to preserve order, etc., ... 98 

to retain key of ballot box during an election, ..... 97 
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police officets, to return ballot box, ballots and voting list U) city or town clerk, 97, 104 

to take persons violating provisions of law into custody, etc., . . 98, 99 

Political advertiBements, unaigned, prohibited, . ... 121 

PoLtical committee, term defined, 6 

election, oi^aniiation, etc., . . . . . . . ' . 3&-38 

members of, to receive certificate of election, ..... 54 

not to employ more than a certain number of persons, except as caucus 

officers, 123 

not to solicit money from candidate as a prerequisite to bia obtaining 

nomination paper, ......... 121 

receipt, payment, etc., of money by, for election expenses, etc., . 119-126 
to have a treasurer, accounts, statements, etc., . . . 122-124 

penaltiea on, 145, 153 

(See also City committee, and Town committee.) 
Political contributions, certain corporations not to make, . . 121, 122 

candidates may make voluntary, ....... 120 

Political convention, term defined, 6 

Political des^ation of candidates 60, 70, 72, 87, 88 

Political meetings, the holding of, regulated, 39-65 

Political party, term defined, . . 6, 7 

Political partiee, to elect committees, 36, 37 

representation of, on boards of registrars of voltra, etc 16 

enrolment of voters in, ......... 42 

use of name of, in designation of candidates, . . 69, 70 

may hold state conventions for certain purposes, . . 47, 48 

committees of, to be notified of objections to nomination, ... 72 
representation of, among election officers, ..... 78-Sl 

to annually elect a state committee, ...... 36 

members of state committees to be elected by direct plurality vote, . 36 
to annually elect a ward or town committee, ..... 37 

no person can act in caucuses of two parties, ..... 42 

acceptance by, of provisions of law for the use of official ballots at 

caucuses, 56, 57 

may revoke such action, , 57 

proceedings for such purpose, .,..,.. 57 

no two, to hold caucuses on same day, ...... 57 

Polling place, term defined, ......... 7 

FoUingplaccs,ineachprecinct, to be provided, fitted up, furnished, etc., 55,57,58,82 
distribution of circulars and printed matter in the vicinity of, . .96 
Polls, assessed. (See AasesBed polls, list of.) 
Polls, time of opening and closing, ........ 93 

in towns, to be kept open at least one hour, for reception of votes on the 

license question, ......... 95 

Posters or circulars, anonymous, protection of candidates against, . . 149 

distribution of, in vicinity of pollir^ places, ..... 96 

Precept for an election, to be issued by the governor in certain cases, . 114, 116 
for an election of representative in general court, to be issued by speaker, 

by order of the house, etc., ....... 115 
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I, polling places to be furnished, etc., . 52, 53, 57, 53 

nt of office™ 10 serve at 64 

. . .67 

be tabulated by city or town clerk, 67 

'n clerk to ieaue certificates and notify committeea of election 
igatea and membera of ward and town committeeB, . 67 

lists to be prepared by, ....... 26 

Ts to be posted in, ...... . .26 

(See Election officers.) 

Beers in (see also Election officers), 77, 78 

ivisioninto 75 

1 is divided into, map or description to be published, etc., . 76 
fl in, when new division of wards is made, . . . . 75, 76 
>f the commonwealth to be notified of changes in, etc., . 77 

of assessed polls of, to be made aud distributed, . 12 

cea in, to be designated by board of aldermen, etc., . S2 

livision, secretary of the commonwealth to be notified, . 77 

electmen in relation to division, ..... 76 

anged or discontinued, 76, 77 

MTiption of, to be posted, 77 

town officera by, authorized, ..... 139-140 
ense question by, authorized, ..... 139-140 
uithorised for special elections, ..... 140 

f over five thousand inhabitants, street lists of assessed polls 
made and distributed, ....... 12 

be provided with suitable seals, ..... 84 
seals and records to city or town clerks or election commis- 

a, upon ceasing to hold office, ...... 84 

londitton of ballot box register, . . . 97, 102 
acts when state ballot box, apparatus, and blank forms can- 
is used, 97, 102 

1 words at length names of persons voted for, number of votes 

Bh, and title of office, et«. 102 

:opy of record to city or town clerk or election commissioners 

fith, 102, 109 

for candidates for president and vice president to be taken 
sidential primaries, . . . . . . .61,52 

e president of the United States, electors of. (See Electors.) 
aries, how held, . . . 51, 52 

Iding, 39 

delegates and alternates to national conventions to be fixed 



3f the commonwealth to be given notice of the number of 

1 delegation, how filled, 62 

f express their preference for candidates for the nomination 
esident and vice president, . . , 51, 62 

ind alternates to be elected by direct plurality vote at, 61 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



Presidential prinuuiee, last day lor filing objections to nomination papers for, 39 
last day for withdrawal of Dames of candidates at, . . . 3S 

Presiding electioa officers, powers and duties of, 96-99, 102, 103, 104 

to direct how balloting shall proceed when state ballot box canaot be 

used, 97 

to direct how canvass of votes shall be made when state apparatus and 

blank forms cannot be used, ....... I(f2 

may require voter to declare, under oath, inability to mark ballot, . 100 
duty of, when right of person to vote is challenged, .... 101 

penalties on, ......... 143-145 

Presiding officer, term defined, ......... 7 

election of, at town meeting, ........ 132 

to detail two inspectors to act as ballot clerks, . . . . . 80 . 

to be sworn, 80 

may appoint additional tellers, . . . . . . . 80, 81 

compensation, .......... 81 

may order disorderly persons to withdraw, etc., .... 133 

penalties on, 143-145 

(with secretary of caucus) to notify delegates, officers elect, etc., 54 

duties of, 62 

of convention or caucus, blank certificates of nomination to be fur- 
nished for the use of, ........ 73 

to make oath to and sign certificates of nomination, etc., ... 67 
Primaries or joint caucuses, ......... 38-52 

conduct of, 38, 52 

acceptance of provision of law relative to, ..... 48 

acceptance may be rescinded, ........ 48 

notice of intention to participate in, to be furnished, ... 49 

days of holding, .......... 39 

in Boston to be held by precincts, etc., ...... 39 

arrangement of names on ballot for, ...... 41 

filing and certification of nomination papers for, .... SO 

officers to serve at, . . . . . . . . 39, 40 

polls to be open not less than nine hours in cities or four hours in towns, 51 
enrolment of voters at, ......... 42 

voters may change enrolment, . 42, 43 

counting of votes, .......... 43 

city or town clerks to canvass returns of votes, determine results, issue 

certificatee, etc., ......... 51 

' vacancies, how filled, 46, 47, 50, 51, 52 

recounts, filing of petitions for, in Boston, ..... 39 

provisions of law relative to corrupt practices to apply to nominations 

by, 126 

evidence in prosecutions for violation of laws relating to, . . . 0, 10 
City and town. (See City and Town primaries.) 
Presidential. (See Presidential primaries.) 
State. (See State primaries,) 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



m defined, .......... 7 

cers, term defined, ,.,...... 7 

aisaionera, etc., to traosmit to election commissioDera of Boston 

ist of certain persona confined in institutions, .... 14 

Q, to be publisiied after examination of returns of votes for presi- 

leniial electore 107 

made convening the legislature, upon failure to elect majority of 
iresidential electors, ....,,.. 114 

for violation of laws relating to registration of voters, etc,, or to 
irimaries, caucuses or elections, evidence in, . . . 0, 10 

, anonymous, prohibited, ....... 121 

, person elected to, convicted of violating corrupt practices law, 

hall vacate same, ......... 153 

D violating any provision of law relating to corrupt practices, made 
neligtble to hold, for three years, ...... 153 

r, penalty on, [or wilful neglect, etc., ..... 145 

Q- 

IS of voters, .....,..,. 10 

inatioD of, in certain cases, ....... 22 

Dce in prosecutions for violating laws relating to, . . . 9 

sts to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to, 127 

ascertained before registration, etc., ..... 21, 22 

y to read constitution, how ascertained, ..... 22 

be submitted to be printed on ballot, ..... 89 

E. 

lallots cast on question of granting liquor licenses, correction of 

irrorsin 112-114 

umber of ballots, etc., furnished, and receipt for same to be pre- 

lerved, etc., 90, 91, 93, 94 

/otes, 101, 102, 104-111 

s of. (See Returns of votes.) 

ballots. (See Ballots, recount of.) 

ages of voter on account of vote, penalty for, - . . . 152 

1 measures, notice of, to be given voters in cities by city clerks, . 92, 93 
deeds, election, term of ofBce, residence, . .94, 120, 131 
ns of votes for, to be made to county commissioners; in Chelsea, 
Revere and Winthrop, to election commissioners of Boston, within 

ten days, etc., ......... 105 

bn commissioners of Boston to examine votes for, in Suffolk 
jounty, notify persons elected and secretary of the common- 
wealth, 108 

ty commissioners to examine votes for, notify peisons elected and 
secretary of the commonwealth, ...... 108 

lae of failure to elect or vacancy, county c 
precept for new election, .... 



D,Biliz.d,GOO<^IC 



r of deeds, in Suffolk county precept for new election to be issued by 

the board of aldennen of Boaton, ,,.... 116 
vttcaocy in ofBce of, to be filled by appointment until an election, 116, 117 
in case of vacancy in office of, secretary of the commonwealth to be 

notified J18 

Register of probate and insolvency, election, term of office, etc., . . 94, 129, 131 
returns of votes for, to be made to secretary of the commonwealth, . 105 
in case of failure to elect or vacancy, governor to issue precepts for new 

election, .......... 115 

vacancy in office of, to be filled by appointment, etc., . . 115 

Kegisters of voters, annual, to be kept, ..... . . 20 

preparation of, . . . 20-25 

names entered in, Ibts of, to be prepared and posted, etc., . . .25, 26 
additional names entered in, to be posted or published, etc., . . 26 
Registers of voters, general, to be kept in cities and towns, .... 20 
to contain name, age, birthplace, residence, occupation, etc., of each 

voter 20 

form of; books for, to be furnished by the secretary of the common- 
wealth at cost, ......... 20 

Registrars, term defined, .......... 7 

Registrars of deaths, to send lists of certain deceased peiBona to the registrars 

of voters, 14 

Registrars of voters, appointment of, t«rm of office, etc., .... 14-17 

not to hold certain other office, ....... 17 

clerk of, ........... 15 

selectmen and town clerk to constitute a board of, in towns of less 

than three hundred voters, ....... 15 

and in Boston, the election commissioners to meet on certain days, IS, 19, 45 
to post, in place of registration, laves prescribing penalty for illegal 

registration 13 

political representation on boards of, ..... 16 

duties of mayor or selectmen when leading political parties are not 

equally represented, ........ 16 

vacancies in office of, ......... 16 

powers, duties, compensation, etc., . . . . 16, 17 

to consider objections to nominations for town offices, ... 71 

sessions of, 18, 19 

to be provided with rooms, ........ 18 

to give notice of time and place of holding sessions, etc., . . 19, 20 

to keep records of legal voters, ........ 20 

nottor^istervotersafter lOo'cIock p.m. of the lastdayof registration, 19 
to notify voters of previous year whose names have not been entered 

in annual register of current year, ...... 21 

to transmit to assessors, list of women voters of previous year, . . 21 
to register women whose names are on list received from assessors, 21 

to receive tax bill, or notice from collector, as prima facie evidence of 

residence, .......... 21 

to prepare annua! register of voters, 20, 21 . 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



n ability of voter to read constitution, how, . 22 

r regiBtrstion under oath, etc., ... 22 
^al register, strike therefrom names of persons 

23 

laturalisation papers in examination of natural- 

22 

nor if he will be twenty-one ye&rs of age before 

22 

» of declination or rejection, . . . 22, 23 

t of illegal or incorrect registration, . 23, 24 

jre, 24 

ertificatee, etc., for two years, ... 25 

I order, etc., ...... 25 

i keep record open to public inspection, . 24, 25 

ame of applicant before adding name to gen- 

25 

entitled to use partial ballots at end of the list 

26 

entered in annual register, etc., ... 26 

ig lists, etc., 25, 28 

y of the commonwei^tb the number of voters 

ise partial ballots, etc., .... 27 

ion whose name has been omitted from list of 

26 

oting lists to election officers, ... 27 
( of the commonwealth the number of 

tified copy of voting list for use at caucus, 
a where direct nominations 



ignaturee on nomination papers, . , , 68, 69 
nominations of candidates for city and town 

71 

» and copies of proposed constitutional amend- 

1 each town or voting precinct, ... 91 

142, 143, 144, 145 

elections, 111-114 

1 recounting votes, ..... 114 
Dunts on questions not designated in petitions, 113 
'ecincts, to canvass returns of votes for town 

lerk, 140 

voters for use in new division of wards, . . 27, 28 
m number of male and female voters to city 

27 

jowers, duties, compensation, etc., . . 16, 17 

'acancy, etc., . . .... 17 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



Registration of voters, lS-25 

in viUagee, 18, 16 

evidence in proeecutions for violation of laws of, ... . 9 

notice to be given of timee and places Tor, etc., 

when to cease, ......... 

age, birthplace, remdence, etc., of voter to be entered on general re) 
any registrar may receive applications for, and make examinations 
applicant for, to apply in pereoa, ...... 

to present tax bill, or notice from collector of taxes, 
in Boston, to present csrtificate from listing board, 
whose names have not been entered in annual raster, 
minor may be registered if he will be twenty-one years of age I 

election, etc., ......... 

naturalized citizen to produce naturalization papers at, etc., 
errors in names, etc., may be corrected or names may be sti 

from registers upon notice and examination, 
proceedings in case of illegal or incorrect, .... 

when final day falls on Sunday or holiday, .... 

supervisors of, to be appointed by governor and council upon pel 
powers and duties, ........ 

to be in public and record to be open for inspection, . 

at close of, number of assessed polls and registered voters to be 

fied to the secretary of the commonwealth, 
inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to 
penalty for disorderly conduct at, ..... . 

penalties for violation of provisions relating to, . . . 

for special elections, ........ 

Rf^istration and listing in Boston, ....... 

Representative districts, consisting of more than one town or city, place 

designated where clerks shall meet to ascertain the result of 

tion; notice to be given, ....... 

place of meeting may be changed once in two years; notice 

city and town clerks to record and return names of persons vott 
and number of votes for each person, .... 

duplicate certificates of election to be made, etc., 

coiDinissionerB to apportion Suffolk county into, election, pc 

duties, etc., 

Representatives in congress, to be elected biennially on the Tuesday next 
the first Monday in November, ..... 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the con 

proceedings in case of failure to elect or vacancy. 
Representatives in the general court, to be elected on the Tuesday next 

the first Monday in November, ..... 

blanks for the nomination of candidates for, to be furnished t< 

and town clerks, ........ 



DiJitized^yGOOgle 



Represent atives in the general oourt, mrtificate of election, form, etc., 110 

return of yot«e for, to be transmitted to the secretmy of the eommon- 

wealth, 110 

when there is no choice, certificat« to be transmitted to the Becretaiy of 

the commoDwealth, ........ 115 

when vacancy occurs, speaker to appoint time for election, when ordered 

hy the house, . . . . .115 

Residence, etc., of candidate in caucus, to be on ballot, .... 61 

voter removing to another, may, until the eicpiration of six months, 

vote at state election in place removed from, , . 10, II 
voter to register and vote at place of, on April 1, etc., ... II 
of persons assessed, to be ascertained by assessors and returned to reg- 
istrars, 11, 12 

how determined in certain cases, ....... 13 

erroifl in, to be corrected by assessors, . II, 12 

of voter, t«beentered opposite nameon registers and votmg lists, 20,21, 25, 26 
to be added to name on nomination paper, . ' . 44, 68 . 

of candidate, to be on certificate of nomination and nomination paper, 69 

of candidate, to be upon ballot, 87 

Result of an election, when to be declared in a city, ..... 114 
Returns of elections, whole number of ballots to be stated in words at length 

in, etc. Ill 

made by precinct officers, examination of, .... 104, 105 

in towns voting by precincts, how canvsssed, ..... 140 

Returns of votes, blank forms and envelopes for, to be furnished by the secre- 
tary of the commonwealth, ....... 83 

not to be rejected when the true result of election can be ascer- 
tained 104,111 

for county officers, to be made and transmitted 105 

for senator in congress, ......... 105 

for representative in congress, ....... 105 

for representative in general court, ....... 105 

amended, to be made, 105, 106, 109, 112 

for register of deeds in Suffolk county, to be made to election commis- 
sioners of Boston lOS 

to be ejtamined by election commissioners ot Boston, . , 108 
for county treasurer and register of deeds, county commisuoners to 
examine; to notify persons elected and secretary of the common- 
wealth, etc 108 

for county commissioners, board of examiners to examine; to notify 

peraons elected and secretary of the commonwealth, . . 108 

for county commissioners, in Revere and Wintbrop, to be made to 

clerk of courte of Middlesex county, ...... 105 

not invalidated by violation of provisions relative to ballot boxes, 

apparatus, canvassing votes, etc., ...... Ill 

for state officers, to be made to the secretary of the commonwealth, . 106 
when received unsealed, to be endorsed and new return called for, , 106 
memorandum <^ date of reception of, to be made upon envelope, 106 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



Returns of voles, to be transmitted, with seate unbroken, to governor and 

council, ........... 106 

to be examined by the governor and five at least of the council, . 106 

certificate ot examination to be made and signed by the governor, 106 
to be replaced in envelopes, and with certificate, to be delivered to 

secretary of the commonwealth, ...... 106 

to be iaid before senate and house, together with schedules showing 

number of ballots cast, etc,, ....... 106 

abstract of, may be furnished newspapers, etc., .... 106 

to be placed on file, open to public inspection, ..... 106 

Road commissioners of towns, number, election, term of office, etc., . 133, 136 

s. 

Sailors and soldiers who have served in time of war, etc., not disquaJified by 

receiving aid, .......... 10 

School committee in towns, election of, ...... . 134 

School committees, women may vote for members of, . . . . 11 

women may sign nomination papers for candidates for, ... 68 
ballots for the use of women voting at the election of, . 89, 90, 139 

women eligible as members of, ....... 134 

Seals to be provided for u^ of election officers, ...... 84 

Secretary of caucus, election, duties, etc., 65, 66, 62-64, 67 

Secretary of city committee, to file with secretary of commonwealth, city 

clerk and secretary ot state committee list of members and officers, 37 
to notify secretary of the commonwealth of acceptance or revocation of 

provisions applying to caucuses at which official ballots are used, 57 
duties of, when caucus nomination papers are filed, . 
to notify ward committee if caucus nomination papers are not filed, 
with chairman, to file nomination papers in certain cases, . 
to deliver nomination papers to city clerk, or election ci 
duties of, in case of withdrawal. 
Secretary of convention or caucus, blank certificates of nomination to be fur- 
nished for the use of, ..... ■ 

to make oath to, sign and file certificate of nomination, etc.. 
Secretary of state committee, to file with secretary of the commonwealth and 

city and town committees list of members and officers, . . 37 
Secretary of the commonwealth, to be elected annually on the Tuesday next 

after the first Monday in November, .... 94, 128 

to be notified if voting machine, ballot box, etc., ceases to conform 

with requirements of law, ....... 84 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of the common- 
wealth, 106 

to furnish books for general register of voters at cost, ... 20 

to furnish constitution printed on slips and box to registrars, . . 22 
to receive nominations of candidates for state offices; time, etc., 46, 62, 70 
to require identification of persons filing nomination papers, . 70 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



i commonwealth, in certain cases of direct uominatioo, to can- 
I returns, etc., . . . . . 46, 47, 52 

ired to receive more namee than is neceeBary to nominate, with 
fifth of such number added thereto, . 45, 69 

e objections to nominations and withdrawals; time, etc., 46, 71, 72 
r candidate and party committee of objectiona to nomination, 71, 72 
ploy temporary clerical flfiBietance for primaries, ... 48 
rve Dmninatioa and ballot papers, records, etc., for one year, 73 
ide cities and towns with Btal« ballot boxes, apparatus and 

ik forms for use at elections, $3 

>h envelopes, blank forms, etc., for returns, etc., ... 83 
ih instructions, etc., for election officers, .... S3 
re and furnish ballots for use at state elections, ... 87 
Te and provide ballots for state and presidential primaries, . 40 
vise, etc., the care, custody, repair and improvement of state 

ot boxes, 83 

re and furnish cards of instruction and penalties to voters, 91 

re and furnish specimen ballots, ...... 91 

list of candidates and copies of proposed constitutional amend- 

its to registrars of voters aod election commissioners, . 91 

sh lists of candidates and proposed amendments to coostitu- 

1 in newspapers, ......... 92 

if candidates for ward or town committees and delegates, at 
naries to be arranged in groups in order at drawing under the 

iotion of, 41 

ballots, etc., to city and town clerks and election commissioners, 93 

) memorandum of date of reception of return of votes to be 

ie on envelope, ......... 106 

mit returns with seals unbroken to governor and council, 106 

etums of votes for governor, etc., before senate and bouse, 

rther with certificate of examination and schedules of votes, . 106 

itified of the holding of state primaries in cities and towns by 

ds, precincts, etc., . . . 43, 44 

tersign and transmit certificates of election to certain district 

county officers, ........ 106 

<h newspapers with abstracts of returns of votes upon applica- 

1, 106 

ih returns of vot«s for state officers, ..... Ill 
ih return of votes at state primaries, ..... Ill 

returns of votes on file, open to public inspection, . . 106 

t to legislature the number of assessed polls, registered voters 

number of persons who voted, etc., ..... Ill 
omey'^eneral to approve blank forms for statement of election 

enses, 126 

de cities and towns with blank forms for statements of election 
enees, etc., 126 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



' Secretary of the commonwealth, to [umieh ballots to certain towns for use in 

voting upon question of granting liquor licenses, . . 139 

to inspect Btatements filed with him under provisions relative to cor- 
rupt practices, ........ 134, 135 

to preside at meetings of presidential electors, . . .118 

Secretary of the electoral college, duties of, . . .118 

Secretary of town committee, to file with secretary of commonwealth, town 

clerk and state committee list of membere and officers, . . 37 
to notify secretary of the commonwealth of acceptance or revocation 

of provisions applying to caucuses at which official ballots are used, £7 
duties of, when caucus nomination papers are filed, .... 69 

duties of, when no papers are filed or certain vacamcies occur, . . 60 
duties of, in case of withdrawal, ....... 60 

to deliver nomination papers to town clerk, ..... 60 

Selectmen of towns, number, election, term of office, etc., . 133, 135, 136, 137 

to appoint registrars of voters, etc., ...... 15 

to appoint registrar of votere to fill vacancy, 16 

duties of, when leading pohtical parties are not equally represented on 

board of registrars of voters, ....... 16 

to determine compensation of registrars of voters; to furnish them 

with office room, aid, etc., . 16, 17 

duties of, in relation to establishing or changing voting precincts, . 76, 77 

to appoint election officers, 78-80 

may remove election officers for cause, etc., ..... 78 

to preside at meetings for the election of Btat« officers, with powets of 

moderators, etc., ......... 80 

powers and duties at state elections, ...... 80 

appointment of tellers by, 80 

may appoint clerk pro tempore to fill vacancy, ... 81, 140 

to determine compensation of supervisors of elections, ... 81 
to post printed description of polling places, ... . . 82 
to designate polling places in precincts thirty days before election; to 

cause them to be fitted up, furnished, etc., .... 82 

may make regulations for the use of ballot boxes, seals, counting appa- 
ratus, etc., receiving and returning votes, ..... 9 

to call town meetings, 95, 131 

duties of, in the count and canvass of votes 102 

to certify copies of records of votes, ...... 105 

duties of, in relation to election of representative in general court, 109, 110 
to call meetings for election of state officers, etc., .... 131 

to issue warrant for town meeting directed to constables, etc., . . 131 
may call two or more distinct meetings by the same warrant, . 131 

to insert in warrant calling a town meeting all subjects on written re- 
quest of ten or more voters, ....... 131 

may order a town meeting at any time, ...... 131 

powers and duties at election of moderator of town meetmg, 132 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



Selectmen of towns, if a majority vacate office, those in office may call a town 



in certain towns may act as overseere of the poor, if town so votes, 137 

duties of, in the filling of vacancies in town offices, . . . 140, 141 
penalties on, .......... 145 

to act as board of health, if none is chosen, ..... 135 

to provide places for holding caucuses, . . 55, 57 

(See also Registrais of voters, Election officers, and FreeidinE election 
officera.) 

Selectmen of towns and town clerk, to be registrars of voters in towns of less 

than three hundred voters, . 15, 16 

to count and canvass votes, etc., at state elections in towns not divided 

into voting precincts, ........ 102 

to examine returns of election officers, etc., in precbct towns, . 104, 105 

Senators, nomination of, . . . . . . . 43, 66 

to be elected annually on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 

Novwnber, 94,128 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth, 105 

Senators, United States. (See United States senators.) 

Sewer commissioners of towns, number, election, term of office, etc., . 133, 136 

Sheriffs, election, term of office, 05, 120, 131 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth, 105 

in case of failure to choose, or vacancy in office of, governor to order 

new election, .......... 116 

in case of vacancy in office of, appointment, etc., .... 115 

Signatures, number required on nomination paper, 44, 49, 68, 69, 67, 68 

to be made in person, 44, 50, 68, 68 

on caucus nomination papers, . 68, 50 

requisite number of, on nomination paper, to be certified by registrars 

of voters or election commissioners, . . . 45, 60, 68, 69 

of presiding officer and secretary required on certificate of nomination, 67 

Smoking at elections forbidden, 98, 152 

Soldiers, who have served in time of war, etc., not disqualified by receiving aid, 10 

Soldiers' Home, inmates of, may be aaaessed and vote in Chelsea, . 11 

Speaker of the house of representatives, to issue precepts for an election to fill 

a vacancy, . . . . . . • 115 

Special ballot, for use of women in voting for school committee, . . 89, 90, 139 
number to be furnished, ........ 90 

Special elections, primaries and caucuses for, relative to, . . . . 39, 53 

registration of vot«rs for, ........ 19 

proceedmgs at, 118, 141 

Specimen ballots, to be prepared and furnished, 91 

to be posted in polling place, .,.,.... 96 
{(xiucua) at which official ballots are used, . . . . 40, 42 

State ballot law conunieaion, appointment, powers, duties, etc., . . . 39, 74 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



199 



State b&llot law commiseion, may Bummon witneessfl, 94 

to coQBtitute Btate board of voting machine examinera, ... 84 
State committees, election, oi^aiuzation, etc., . .36, 37, 43, 44, 54 

secretary of, to file wjth secretary of the commonwealth and city and 

town committees, list of members and officers, .... 37 

to give notice to eecretary of the commonwealth of number of 

members and delegates to be elected, ..... 43 

vacancies in offices of, how filled, ....... 37 

may make rules and regulations for its proceedings, etc., . .' . 38 
may make rules relative to caucuses, etc., ...... 38 

State conventions of political parties, calling, etc., 47, 48 

State election, term defined, ......... 7 

tJ} be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, . 94 

officers to be elected at 94, 95, 128-130 

ballots for, to be prepared and furnished by secretary of the common- 
wealth, 87 

ptoviBiona relative to corrupt practices and election expenses applica- 
ble to 126 

Stat« office, nomination of candidates for, ..... 43-18, 66-73 

State officer, term defined, ......... 7 

State officers, to be elected annually on the Tuesday next after the firat Mon- 
day in November, 94, 128 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth, 105 

proceedings for detennination of election of, etc., . . 106-111 

State offices, proceedings in case of failure to elect or vacancy in, . 114^118 

State primaries, nominations, etc., at, ...... . 43-48 

day tor holding, .......... 39 

district members of state committees, members of ward and town 

committees and delegates to state conventions, t<i be elected at, . 43 
when polls shall be open, ........ 44 

secretary of the commonwealth to be notified of the holding of, by 

wards, precincts, etc., . . . . . . . . 43, 44 

number of signers required on nomination papers, .... 44 

nomination paper shall state name, residence, etc., of candidate, . 44 

nomination paper may state in not mora than eight words, occupation, 

public offices, etc., of candidate, 44 

except for delegate to convention, nomination paper invalid without 

written acceptance of candidate thereon, , .... 45 

no nomination paper to contain name of more than one candidate except 

in certain cases, ......... 45 

no person shall be a candidate for more than one office at, except in 

certain cae«s, .......... 46 

last day for filii^ nomination papers for, 46 

last day for fiUng objections to nomination papers for, ... 39 
time for filling vacancies caused by withdrawal at, . . .46 

last day for withdrawal of names of candidates, .... 38 

no ballots to be counted before close of polls, ..... 46 



DiQinzed^yGOOgle 



State primarieB, proceedings in case of tie vote at, . . . . .47 

canvass, publication of records of vot« at, etc., . . . . 46, 47, 111 

HBfTwtary of the commonwealth to publish returns ot votes cast at, . Ill 

nay employ temporary clerical sasistance (or, .... 48 

;andidate nmy make on nomination paper for primaries, . . 44, 49 

Bignera to nominatioa paper are members of party represented 

ly candidates, etc., 46, 50 

f election expenses, to be made and filed 123-126 

preserved for fifteen months, open to public inspection, . . 126 

rtion of, correction of errors, complaints, etc 124-126 

: forms for statements to be funished by the secretary of the com- 

nonwealth, 126 

ilative to elections, not to be made prior to public declaration of 

■ote 97 

ve to ballots cast by challenged voters, prohibited, 101, 114 

imary nomination papers may be made by certain candidates, . 44 
tie used upon official ballots, ....... 96 

f assessed polls, to be made and published, .... 12 

contents, etc., ......... 12 

ora to send copies to registrars ot voters, ..... 12 

aUol«, to be prepared, furnished, etc., ..... 94 

'n final day for r^istration falls on, ..... 19 

je included in computing time in election laws, .... 8 

rt and supreme judicial court, powers in proceedings relative to 
orrupt practices and election expenses, etc., .... 125 

rt in Suffolk county, to appoint a register of deeds to hold ofiice 

ntil an election, in case of a vacancy 116, 117 

Mint clerk in case of vacancy, etc., ...... US 

of elections, to be appointed by governor and council, powers, 

uties, compensation, etc., 81 

iies on, 143 

of registration, to be appointed by governor and council upon 
etition, etc., poweis and duties, ...... 25 

idal court and superior court, powers in proceedings relative to 
srrupt practices and election expenses, etc., .... 125 

icial court in Suffolk county, to finally determine contested eleo- 

ions of presidential electors 107, lOS 

highways of towns, ....... 133, 134 

)tion from liability to hold o£Bce of, ..... 138 

T. 

)e prima facie evidence of residence, to registrars of voters, . 21, 22 

iment of, upon polb and estates, ...... 11-14 

:tion of errors in lists of peiw>ne assessed for, . , .11,12 

ors of. (See Assessors of taxes.) 
tors of. (See Collectors of taxes.) 
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Tellers, appointment of, to assist at ballot box, in checking names or cimvaBBiog 

and counting votes in towns, . . . . SO, SI 

candidates to be voted for not eligible to appointment as, . 79 

Terms, certain, defined, .......... 5-8 

Threats or bribes, penalties for attempting to influence voters by, . 152 

Tie vote, if for candidates tor elective office, adjourned caucus may be 

held, 54 

if for delegate to convention, other delegates to fill vacancy, . . 47 
if for caucus officers, vacancy to be filled by elected members, . . 54 
for candidate for nomination for office to be filled by all voters, 47 

for members of committees, vacancy to be filled by members elected, . 47 
proceedings in cases of direct nomination, . . . . 47, 54 

failure to elect state officers by reason of, .... 114-118 

Time, how to be computed in election laws, S 

Town clerks, election, term of office, etc., 133, 134, 137, 13S 

failure to elect, vacancy, etc., ....... 81, 140 

to be members of boards of registrars of voters, . . 15, 16 

to send to registrars of voters names of certain persons deceased, . 14 

to receive nominations of candidates for town offices; time, etc., 70 

to require identification of persons filing nomination papers, 70 

to notify candidates and party committee of objections to nomination, 72 
to preserve certificates, nomination papers, objections, withdrawals, 

receipts and record of number of ballots furnished for one year, 73,90, 

61,93 
duties of, in connection with the establishment, change, or discontinu- 
ance of voting precincts, ........ 76-77 

may adminster oaths to election officers, ...... SO 

may administer oath to supervisors of elections, .... 81 

to provide for safe keeping and repair of voting machines, ballot 

boxes and counling apparatus, ...... 83 

to prepare and furnish ballots, cards of instruction and specimen ballots 

for town elections, ......... 87-93 

to send ballot boxes, seals, apparatus and blank forms to election 

officers, ........... 84 

to provide suitable seals for precinct clerks, ..... 84 

to cause lists of candidates for town elections to be posted, etc., . 92 

to return receipts for ballots to secretary of the commonwealth, . . 93 
to cause ballclfi, etc., for town elections to be packed in sealed packages, 93 
to deliver ballots for town elections to election officers, . . . 93, 94 

to send ballots, cards of instruction and copies of proposed constitu- 
tional amendments to election officers, . . . . . 93, 94 

to prepare and furnish substitute ballots when needed, ... 94 
to record condition of ballot box register, .... 97, 103 

to record tacts when state ballot box, apparatus and blank forms 

cannot be used, ....... 97, 102 

to record in words at length names of persons voted for, number of votes 

for each and title of office, etc., ...... 103 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



TowQ clerks, to retain ballota the required time and then cause them to be 

destroyed without examinatioa, ...... 104 

to retain voting lists for same length of time as ballots and then trans- 
mit same to registrars of voters, ...... 104 

in cases of direct nomination to file certificate or record of voters, . 64 
may furnish copy of voting list aa checked upon application of ten 

legal votera, etc., 63,104 

duties of, in relation to erroneous returns, etc., 104, 105, 109, 1 10 

to transmit returns of votes, ...... 54, 105, 110 

to make nen returns of votes, etc., ..... 105, 106, 109 

duties of, in relation to election of representative in general court, 109 
to certify to the secretary of the commonwealth the number of names 

of voters checked on list as having voted, etc., . . .111 

to r«tain ballots until a contested election is determined, etc., . Ill 

duties of, relative to statements of election expenses, . . . 124-126 
to preside at elections of moderators of town meetings, . . . 132 
to direct distribution of ballots used in taking vote upon the question 

of granting liquor licenses, ....... 139 

to issue summons and administ^ oaths to town officers elect, 138 

penalties on, 142-145 

with registrars to canvass returns of votes cast in precincts for town 

officers, .......... . 140 

to notify officers elect, ......... 140 

to prepare blank nomination papers (cauas) for use in certain towns, . 58 
to prepare ballots for use in caucuses in certain towns, ... 61 
to determine number of ballots for caucuses if not otherwise fixed, . 61 

to furnish facsimile copies of ballots, 61 

to deliver ballots, voting lists, etc., to caucus officetB, ... 61 

to keep packages received from wardens of caucuses, . . 55, 62 

to produce same if required by court or convention, . 55, 56, 62, 63 

(See also Registrars of voters, and Election officers.) 
Town clerks and selectmen, to be registrars of voters in towns of less than 

three hundred voters, 15, 16 

to canvass and count votes, etc., at state elections, in towns not di- 
vided into voting precincts, ....... 102 

to eitamine returns of election officers, etc., in precinct towns, . . 104 
Town committees, election, term, organization, etc., ..... 37 

vacancies in, how filled, 37 

may make rules for its proceedings, ....... 38 

may make rules relative to caucuses, 38 

secretary of, to file with secretary of the commonwealth, clerk of town 

and state committee, list of members and officers, ... 87 
to give notice to secretary of the commonwealth of number of 

members to be elected, , 43 

may make rules for det«rmining membership in party, ... 38 
to fix days for holding and issue calls for caucuses relating to town 

elections, .......... 57 
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Town oomroitteee, duties of cbairman or secretary when no nomiaation 

papers {eavtut) are filed or certain vacancies occur, ... 60 
may call meeting in any town to determine by ballot whether the 

provisions of law for the use of official ballots shall be adopted, . 56, 57 
proceedings for this purpose, . . . . . . . . 56, 57 

secretary of, to file notices of adoption or revocation, ... 57 

Town election, term defined, ......... 7 

Town elections or meetings, at which official ballots are used, term defined, . 7 

{See also Town meetings,) 
Town meetings, qualification of voters to vote in, ..... 10 

' at which official ballots are used; term defined, .... 7 

for election of town officers, etc., to be held in February, March or April, 131 

provisions applicable to, 131-133, 139-140 

towns may make by-laws regulating proceedings at, ... 133 

for state and town elections, calling of, . . 95, 96, 131-132 

for election of state officers in towns not divided into voting precincts, 

selectmen to preside, ........ 80 

to be called in pursuance of a warrant under the hands of selectmen, 

etc., 131 

two or more may be called by the same warrant, .... 131 
time, place, subject, etc., to be stated in warrants for, . . 131 

may be adjourned, etc., to any place within the town, 131 

all subjects contained in written request of ten or more voters to be 

inserted in warrants for, ........ 131 

voting lists to be furnished for use at, . . . 26, 27 

appointment of tellers at, etc., . . 80, 81 

ballots may be counted in, while votii^ is in progress, . 103 

proceedings wh^i right to vote is challenged in, .... 101 

may be called by a justice of the peace upon refusal of selectmen, 131, 132 
may be called by a minority of selectmen when majority vacate office, 131 
except for election of state officers, moderator to be first chosen, when 

not elected for term of one year, ...... 132 

powers and duties of moderator of. (See Moderators of town meetings.) 
when voting list is to be used in, . ... 137 

bow ballots shall be deposited in certain, 138,139 

penalties on moderator of, 144 

penalty for illegal voting at, ....... . 146 

for removing or defacing warrant, etc., ...... 148 

for disorderly conduct and illegal voting at, . . 146, 148, 150-151, 152 
holding of, for all other business except election of officers and voting on 

license question, in towns voting by precincts, . . . 139, 140 
how called, in such cases, ....... 139, 140 

(See also Meetings.}- 
Town officer, term defined, ......... 7 

when number and terms are to be determined or changed, in towns 

where official baHots are used, 142 

failure to elect, or vacancy, ....... 140-141 

moderator of town meeting may administer oath of office to, . . 138 
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Town officers, number, election, terms of office, etc., .... 133-140 

failure to elect, TacdDcy, etc., 140-141 

wlien ballots and voting liate are to be used, in the election of, . . 137 

oath of office, 138 

(See also Civil officers.) 
Town offices, nomination of candidates for, in towns where official ballots are 

used, 142 

failure to dect, or vacancy in, ...... 140-141 

vacated by lemoral from town, ....... 141 

no peraon obl^ed to serve two successive terms in, . . . .138 

Town treasurer, election, term of office, etc 133, 137, 138-139 

failure to elect, or vacancy, ....... 140-141 

Towns, duties of Bsseseors in, ..,,.... . 11-13 

lists of assessed polls to be made and posted in, .... 11-13 

registrars of voters in, ......... 15-17 

sessions for r^istration in, ..... . lS-19, 24, 25 

to provide suitable rooms for the r^istration of voters, ... 18 
time for registration to cease in, ....... 19 

preparation and posting lists of voters in, ..... 25-26 

number of assessed polls and registered voters in, to be certified to 

secretary of the commonwealth, 27 

may be divided into voting precincts, 76 

election officers in. (See Election officers.) 

having established precinct voting for town officers, etc., may revoke 

the same, .......... 139 

polling places in, designation, preparatioD of, etc., .... 82 

voting precincts in, may be changed or discontinued, . 76-77 

State ballot boxes, apparatus and blank forms to be provided for use at 

elections in, 83 

to keep voting machiDes, ballot boxes and apparatus in good repair 

and replace ballot bodies lost or destroyed, .... 83 

selectmen in, may make r^ulations as to use of seals, ballot boxes, etc., 

and counting and returning votes, ...... 9 

not divided into voting precincts, poll tax payers in, may be arranged 

alphabetically 12 

ballots to be prepared and furnished for elections and meetings in, . 87-91 
whea ballot boxes may be opened in, . . . . . 96, 97, 103 
ballotscastand voting list used in, to be sealed up and endorsed, . 103, 104 
balbts cast in, to be retained the required time and then destroyed 

without examination, ........ 104 

voting lists used in, to be preserved, etc., ..... 104 

copy of voting list used at elections in, may be furnished, . . . 104 

appointment of tellers in, 80, 81 

ballots cast in, to be retained until a contested election is determined, 

subject to order, etc., Ill, H2 

recount of ballots cast at elections in, certain persons may be present 

• at, 112, 113 
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Towns, recount of ballots caet in, ...... . 111-114 

may vote that official ballots shall be used therein, .... 142 

which have voted that official ballots shall be used therem may rescind 

such action, etc., 142 

boards of health in, 135, 137 

may pass by-laws regulating proceedings at town meetii^a, . . 133 
may establish precinct voting for town officers, and on license ques- 
tion, 139, 140 

highway surveyors in, 133, 134, 138 

returns of votes cast in precincts at town elections, how canvassed, . 140 
to do all other business at subsequent meeting, .... 139 

time and place of such subsequent meeting to be stated in warrant for 

annual election, ........ 139. 140 

may purchase approved voting machines, . . . . . 85, 86 

to provide polling places, booths, etc., for caucuses, . . .55, 57, 58 

last days for filing certificates of nomination and nomination papers in, 70, 71 
to provide blank nomination papers, for use in certain towns, . . 58 

to provide ballots for caucuses in certain towns, .... 61 

. proceedings in, when caucus nomination papers are not filed, etc., , 60 
selectmen of. (See Selectmen of towns.) 
of over five thousand inhabitants, street lists of assessed polls to be 

made and distributed in, . . . . .12 

with less than three hundred voters, selectmen and elerlca to be regia- 

trars of voters in, . . . . . 15, 16 

Treasurer and receiver general, to be elected annually on the Tuesday next 

' after the first Monday in November, .... 94, 123 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the common- 
wealth, 105 

Treasurer of political committee, qualifications, appointment, accounts, state- 
ments, etc., 123-124 

Tree warden, election of, 134 

Two leading political parties, term defined, ...... 7-8 

0. 

United States senators, to be elected at the annual state election, in certain 

yeare, 128 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to the secretary of the com- 
monwealth, .......... 105 

proceedings in esse of failure to elect or vacancy, . . . 114, 115 

V. 

Vacancy, in board of registrars of voters,' ....... 16 

in list of candidates, proceedings in case of, . 46, 47, SO, 51, 52, 72, 73, 91 

in election officers, 79 

in office of city clerk, ......... 81 

in office of town clerk, 81, 140 
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Vacancy, in office of town treasurer, 140, 141 

in state offices, 114-118 

in delegates to a national convention, 62 

in office of representative in congresa, 115 

in representative diatrict, ........ 115 

in office of presidoitial electors, ....... 114 

in office of United States senator, . . . , .114 

in district and county offices, 115-118 

in town ofBcea, ■ . . . 140-141 

in office of moderator, ......... 132 

in candidates for an office to be filled by all the voters, ... 47 
in delegation to convention, on account ot tie vote, how filled, . 54 

in ward or town committee from tie vote, how filled, ... 54 

in caucus officers, how filled, . . . . . 54, 64 

in state, town or ward committee, how filled, ..... 37 

in list of nominees to be voted for in caucus, proceedings in case of, . 59, 60 

to be filled by chainnan and secretary ot city or town committee, . 59, 60 

Villages, registration of voters in, . . . . , . IS, 19 

Vote, right to, of certain soldiers and sailors, . . - . . M), 11 

right to, by certain persons prevented from reading or writing by a 

physical disability, . ........ 10 

duty of presiding election officers, when right to, is challenged, , . 101 
Voter, employed in manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishments, 

to be allowed time to vote, . . . . ' . . 8 

term defined, .......... 8 

party enrolment of, how made, changed, etc., , . . . 42, 43 

enrolled in one political party, not to receive the ballot of another, . 42 
party enrolment of, not to preclude him from receiving ballot of 

municipal party at city or town primary, ..... 43 
who served in army or navy of the United States in time of war, not 

disqualified on account of receipt of aid, ..... 10 

changing residence within the commonwealth, may, until the expira- 
tion of six months, vote at state election in place removed from, . 10, 11 
qualifications ot, ......... . 10-11 

to register and vote in place of residence on April 1, etc., ... 11 
correction of error in name or residence of, by aseessora, . .11, 12 

correction of error in name or residence of, by registrars, etc., . 19, 23, 24 
not to be registered after close of registration, etc., .... 19 

whose name is not entered in annual register, to appear in person for 

the purpose of registration, etc., ...... 21 

name of, entitled to use partial ballots, to be placed at end of list, etc., 26 
name of, to be entered on list of voters of precinct where he is entitled 

to vote, 26, 27 

when name, etc., of, has been omitted or erroneously entered on lists, 

may be given a certificate ot right to vote, etc., . . . . K 

signing nomination paper, to add residence, etc., . 44, 50, 58, 68 

may subscribe to as many nominations for each office as there are 

persons to be elected thereto, 44, 45, 50, 68 
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Voter, time allowed within guard rail to mark and deposit ballot, . 98, 100 

name of, to be Eumoiuced, repeated and checked on list before re- 
ceiving ballot, ......... 99 

marking, etc., of ballot by 41, 42, 99 

arrested for disorderly conduct, etc., at polls, not prohibited from voting, 98, 99 
unable to mark ballot, to receive assistance, etc., .... 100 
epoihng ballot, may be supplied with others, etc., .... 100 
name of, to be announced, repeated and checked on list before deposit- 
ing ballot, 101 

to deposit ballot in a certain manner, .... 101, 138, 139 

not allowed to re-enter enclosed epace after voting, .... 101 
proceedii^s when right to vote ia challenged, ..... 101 
not to be prevented from taking part in caucus if he takes oath, . 53, 54 

penalties on, 145-146 

Voters, alphabetical lists of. (See Voting lists, and List of voters.) 

names of, entitled to use partial ballots, to be placed at end <A list, 

etc., 26 

list of, for use in new division of city into wards (see also List of voters, 

and Voting lists), 27, 28 

of the commonwealth to elect United States senator in certain years, . 128 

nomination of candidates by, 44, 49, 52, 67, 68, 69 

to prevent fraudulent impersoDation of, in city of Boston, ... 36 
number aljowed within guard rail, . . . . . . 98 - 

intimidation of, how puni^ed, ....... 152 

registration of, when to cease, ........ 19 

who may sign nomination papers for state primaries, ... 45 

applying for registration to present tax bill, or notice from collector of 

taxes, etc., .......... 21 

to prove ability to read constitution, how, ..... 22 

qualifications of , . . . . . . . .10,11 

in Boston, to write their names upon request, ..... 36 

women. (See Women voters.) 

in cities to be notified by city clerk of referendum measures, etc., . 92, 93 
police commissioner may take further time for listing in Boston, . 29 
Voters, registers of, (See Registers of voters.) 
registrars of, (See Registrars of voters.) 
registration of. (See Registration of voters.) 
Votes, statement of the number of, etc., not to be made before the public 

declaration, .......... 97 

receiving, couQting and return of, regulations may be prescribed for, . 9 

count and canvass ot 101-104 

certain, not to be counted, ..'...... 103 

person receiving the highest number ot, to be deemed to be elected, . 8 
returns of. (See Retuma of votes.) 
(See also Ballots.) 
Voting, by employees of manufacturing, mercantile or mechanical establish- 
ments, time allowed for, etc., . 8 

place of, to be place of residence, etc, ...... 11 
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Voting, petson arrested at polls for diaorderly conduct, etc., not prohibited from, 98, 99 
for town officers, by precincts, may be established, . 139, 140 

upon license question by precincts, may be established, . . 139, 140 

in city of Boston, 35-36 

Voting lists, places for posting, ........ 9 

.to be posted, 26 

street lists to be used as, in Boston, . 35, 36 

preparation of, 25-28, 36, 36 

person whose name has been omitted from, etc., to be given a certiScate, 

etc., 26 

to be seasonably transmitted by registrars to election officers, . . 26, 27 

in duplicate, to be prepared and furnished for use at elections, . . 27 

for use in caucuses, 27 

to be used in caucuses, . . ... . . . . .54 

to be furnished for use of police o£Bcers in primaries and elections in 

Boston, 27 

used in caucuses to be kept, ........ 65, 62 

to be delivered to election officers, ....... 97 

names of voters to be checked on, before receiving and before depositing 

ballots, 97 

at close of polls, names checked on, to be counted audibly and whole 

number announced, ........ 102 

used at elections, to be sealed up, certified, etc., ... . 104 

copy of, may be furnished upon application of ten legal voters, etc., 63, 104 
number of names checked on, to be returned to secretary of the com- 
monwealth, . . . . , .111 

when to be used in town meetings, ....... 137 

evidence in prosecution for violation of laws relating to, . . . 9 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws relating to, . 127 
penalty for defacing or removing, ....... 148 

Voting machine examiners. State board of, state ballot law commission to 

constitute, .......... 84 

Voting machines, examination of, etc., ...... 83, 84-87 

requirements of, purchase and use of, . . . . . . 85, 86 

ballot Ian commission to make r^ulations for the use of, . . .86 

board of voting machine examiners to examine and approve, . . 84 
to be inspected under direction of secretary of commonwealth, . 86, 87 
to be safely kept and repaired by city or town, , ... 83 
Voting precincts. (See Precincts, voting.) 

w. 

Ward committees, election, term, etc., 37, 38 

in case of a re-diviraon of a city into vrarda, . . ■ ■ . 37, 38 

vacancies in, how filled 37 

duties of, when nomination papers (tavcvs) are not filed, . . . 59, 60 

Wardens, appointment of, . . . . . . . . . 77, 78 

powers and duties of, . ■ 79, 80 
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Wardens, lemoval of, 78, 79 

vacancy in office of, 7t^-80 

to see that ballot box ia empty at openii^ of polls, . . . . 96, 97 
not to make Btatements relative to eiectione prior to public declaration 

of vote, 97 

not to give information regarding ballots caat by challenged voters, . 101 
duties of, in the count and canvaaa of votes, , . . . 102, 103 

penalties on 143-144 

(See also Presiding election officers.) 
of caucuses. (See Presiding officers.) 

Wards, division of cities into, 75 

proceedings at elections in, when new division is made, . . 75, 76 

Wards and precincts, division of, secretary of the commonwealth to be noti- 
fied of changes in, 77 

Warrant, calling town meeting, to be issued by selectmen, , . . 131-132 
may be issued by justice of the peace if selectmen refuse, . . 131, 132 
to state time and place of meeting and subjects to be acted on, . 05, 96, 131 
selectmen to insert in, all subjects on written request of ten voters, 131 

penalty for removing or defacing, ....... 148 

to specify hours of openmg and closing polls, . 95, 96 

when a vote is to be taken on proposed constitutional amendment or 

question, to contain full copy of amendment or question, 95 

two or more distinct town meetings may be called by one, . . 131 

Withdrawal, of name of candidate from nomination, to be in writing, . 38, 60, 72 

time for filing, 38, 60, 72 

to be preserved for one year, open to public inspection, ... 73 
o( name of candidate for nomination by caucus, .... 60 
of name of candidate for nomination by primaries, . . . 38, 46, 72 

Witnesses, at inquests in election cases, ....... 127 

at hearings before ballot law commissioners .74 

Women, may vote for members of school committees, .... 11 

to be registered, .21 

list of names on register of voters to be given to assessors, . 21 

assessors, except in Boston, to inquire regarding residence of those 

whose names are on lists, ....... 11 

list of, to be made by assessors, 11 

in Boston, how made, ,,...... 29 

except in Boston, to be sent to registrars of voters, ... 13 

in Boston, to be transmitted by election commissioners to listing 

board, 32 

Women, names of, to be placed in separate columns or lists, , 25, 26 

may sign nomination papers for candidates for school committees, . 68 
voting at election of school committees, ballots to be used by, . 89, 139 
eligible as overseers of the poor and school committee, ... 134 
registration of. (See Registration of voters.) 

Workmen, wages of, not to be reduced on account of vote, .... 152 

not to be discharged on account of vote, 152 

to be allowed time to vote, . , 8 
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